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Creating ripple in country's fashion world

Narayangan| based fashlon house Naksha sets its own standard in fashion circuit

MUNEERA PARBEEN

S people are getting more

and more fashion con-

scious, the need for
designers and fashion houses is
also growing. Itis as aresult of this
that we have seen the emergence
of a large number of fashion
houses catering to contemporary
taste.

Naksha, meaning 'pattern' in
Bangla, is located in Narayanganj
,that is by implication, outside the
fashion centre of Dhaka. Butithas
already made its presence felt in
the mainstream fashion world of
the country.

Ready-to-wear men, women
and children's wear from locally
manufactured fabrics are their
forte and Naksha has run an
extremely successful joint in
popularising these designer items
among their regular customers in
Narayangan;.

The success story takes its
roots back to almost a decade. In
1993 a young man called Abu
Taher Mustofa Zamal, who
returned home form the middle
east after a not-so-successful
business venture there, decided
that the commercial city of
Narayanganj was not a place to
write off in terms of fashion. Faced
with the bleak prospect of not
having a job on his hands, this
creative young man decided to
have a go at making a place for
himself in the seemingly little
town. With the help of his wife and
her sister, the he began a tailoring
joint to make ends meet. With the
very first earnings from this work,
a meagre capital of a few hundred
Taka, they bought local materials
and made a few dresses of their
own designs. The pieces sold out
instantly. Naksha came into
being.

With their relentless efforts, the
troika has build up one of the
biggest houses of fashion in
Narayanganj, and their fame
today is not limited to the little
town they started off in. Today the
designer team at Naksha has
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A black saree with orange machine embroidery on the borders.

ented designer-artists.
The house now employs 300
people at its own centre in

contracts as and when required
by the house. Apart from running
a successful fashion joint, Naksha

A plain tan coloured saree W|th handlwork on the border

dyeing and block printing. Many of
the people who train from their
centre also end up working for

to afew months duration.
Naksha, as a recognition to
their innovative creations, won

A blue handloom salwar kameez ensemble with embroidery.

(Children's clothes) in 1996 and
the sixth prize in sarees category
in the same competition. It also

Shaptahik 2000 annual fashion
competition the Judges Prize in
The Daily Star Eid Fashion com-
petition 2000.

The fashion house recently
held an exhibition in the capital
city. The four-day long exhibition,
held at the Arial Gallery in
Dhanmondi, won a huge
response from the crowds.

In its wide range of salwaar
kameez ensembles, Naksha has
cotton three pieces with a wide
range of designs on them as hand
painting, spray paint, appliqué
work, machine and hand embroi-
dery. A white salwar kameez set
on display during its recent exhibi-
tion in the city exhibited an elabo-
rate landscape from a village and
received much adulation from the
visitors to the exhibition. There
were also stunning creations in
black with French knots and
machine embroidery onit.

The sarees were more creative
with a wide range of handlooms
dominating the scene. The sarees
were weaved in innovative and
new patterns and priced very
reasonably. The range of
Punjabis from Naksha is what
deserves a special note because
they were not only wearable in a
wide variety of designs but
depicted good handiwork as well.
Most of the cotton Punjabis in
a p p | i g u ¢é
work were priced reasonably.

Naksha has plans to expand
soon their work and make it regu-
larly available in the capital city.
The response from its current
exhibition has encouraged them.
Zamal said that he often received
orders for a large number of con-
signments but was unable to
respond to those because of his
limitation in manpower and funds.

For the time being, Naksha is
not duplicating it designs but
selling its individual creations.
With the set up of a show room in
Dhaka, Zamal expressed his
hope to be able to take regular
part in the fashion activities of the
capital city. At present however, its
clothes are available at its rural
craft shop centre and training
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Nishkanda

‘Nishkanda is a mythical folk deity.
He is being worshiped to drive away
evil spirits, long for offspring and get
rid of fear and diseases." A
photography exhibition by Shamim
Hassan is being held at the
exhibition hall of the German
Cultural Centre (Goethe Institut).
The exhibition will continue il
December4.

Pictures, that

narrate stories
Conducted by Christoph Mukherjee
and David Steets in colaboration
with Drik Gallery and Pathshala, a
photography workshop titled
'Pictures, that narrate stories' will
start today at the German Cultural
Centre (Goethe Institut). The
workshop will continue till
December 2.

Art show

A group art exhibition by Zahid ,
Shamim, Kakoli and Safin has
opened at The High Commission of
India cultural centre, 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. The
show runs everyday from 3:00 to
8:00 p.m. till November 29.

Crafts and fash-

ion works show

A Crafts and Fashion Works
Exhibition is now being held at the
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The show will
run till November 30.

Alfred Hitchcock

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society, in
collaboration with Indian High
Commission in Dhaka, has organ-
ised a fortnight long Alfred Hitch-
cock Retrospective. Stagefright,
starring Marlene Dietritch, Jane
Wyman and Sybil Thorndike, will be
screened today at the Indian High

been further strengthened with Narayanganij, and requires crafts- also holds regular training ses- them. The courses are of various  the second prize in the Shaptahik won the third prize in salwaar CentreatNarayanganj. Commission Auditorium at 6 in the
the inclusion of young and tal- manship of some 1500 others on  sions in tailoring, batik, hand lengths and runfrom afew weeks' Bichitra Eid Fashion competiton kameez (kha category) in evening.
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