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Photography

Reading great minds, great faces

2nd portrait photography workshop conducted by Nasir Ali Mamun
Is now being held at the Centre for Asian Arts and Culture

NAFID IMRAN AHMED
OR critics he is Camerar
Kobi or the poet with a
camera. Nasir Ali
Mamun, one of our finest por-
trait photographers, hardly
needs any introduction. His
portrait photographs of promi-
nent people are fine testament
to the photographer's talent and
asharp eye to read the subjects'
personality. Organised by the
Centre for Asian Arts and Cul-
ture (CAAC) a 5-day long por-
trait photography workshop by
Nasir Ali Mamun started on
November 22 at the CAAC. This
is the second portrait photogra-
phy workshop by Nasir Al
Mamun.
This workshop is exclusively
on portrait photography. A bril-

liant reader of personality, Nasir
Ali Mamun has captured more
than two thousand famous
faces that he has seen through
his lens speak voluminously
about his photographic skill and
emotion gone into the portraits.
His portraits are not a narration
of a moment of a great and
famous person's life but a
record of an intimate and pas-
sionate encounter.

Nasir Ali Mamun feels that
there is a need for proper train-
ing in portrait photography in the
country. The present workshop
is designed to cater to the needs
of the photographers interested
in portrait photography. In his
workshop Nasir Ali Mamun
introduces his students to the
works of some of the world
famous photographers. With
slides and video projectors he
shows and discusses about
their photographic techniques.

that he knew nothing about
photography at first. At the
beginning he used 50 per cent
shades in his portraits. In the
'‘80s he had the opportunity to
see works of some master
portrait photographers. But by
that time his style had already
evolved.

Organised by Bangla Acad-
emy the first portrait photogra-
phy exhibition by Nasir Ali
Mamun was held in 1977. Today
he has 45 solo photography
exhibitions to his credit.

His long list of personality
profile includs 14 noble prize
winners. The local greats featur-
ing in impressive portfolio of
Nasir Ali Mamun are Moulana
Bhashani, M A G Osmani,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Muijibur
Rahman Jasim Uddin, Zainul
Abedin, S M Sultan, Abdur
Razzak, Ahmad Sharif, Sufia
Kamal, Jahanara Imam, Abdul

Ahsan Habib

Matin, Akhtaruzzaman Elias,
Abdus Salam, Saukat Osman,
Mohammad Kudrat E Khuda,

Anisuzzaman

No other photographer of this
country has ever photographed
so many locally and internation-

A great reader of faces, what
Nasir Ali Mamun tries to achieve

Santu Larma. ally famous personalities. Nasir

in his portraits is whether the
light of personality is measur-
able through a single click on a
face. In the workshop he will
teach his students how to play
with the light and shade and
discover the individualism and
contour of each face.

Said Nasir AliMamun, "When
| started photography in the
early '70s | wanted to specialize
in portrait photography and
wanted to take photographs of
famous people. But | did not
how to materialize my dream."

He continued, "l found to my
utter despair that the portraits of
the writers used in newspapers
and in books were miserable. |
started photographing the lead-
ing cultural personalities in
Bangladesh and in international
scene. And | chose black &
white."

Nasir Ali Mamun briefing his students at the portrait photography workshop

Nasir Ali Mamun also said
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Ali Mamun has traversed three
continents in search of his sub-
jects. He has a plan to establish
an photography archive with his
portraits taken over the past two
decades in Faridpur.

Nasir Ali Mamun said that his
workshop the students will have
the opportunity to click on some
living personality and with their
photographs taken during the
workshop an exhibition will be
arranged later on.

Deeply concerned with the
future generation of portrait
photographers of the country,
Nasir Ali Mamun thinks that
professional photographers
should be properly educated.

Mamun's 5-day long course
will come to an end on Novem-
ber28.

Sufia Kamal
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RECOMMéNDATIONS

Nishkanda
‘Nishkanda is a mythical folk deity.
He is being worshiped to drive away
evil spirits, long for offspring and get
rid of fear and diseases.' A
photography exhibition by Shamim
Hassan is being held at the
exhibition hall of the German
Cultural Centre (Goethe Institut).
The exhibition will continue till
December4.

Pictures, that

narrate stories
Conducted by Christoph Mukherjee
and David Steets in colaboration
with Drik Gallery and Pathshala, a
photography workshop titled
'Pictures, that narrate stories' will
start today at the German Cultural
Centre (Goethe Institut). The
workshop will continue till
December 2.

Art show

A group art exhibition by Zahid ,
Shamim, Kakoli and Safin has
opened at The High Commission of
India cultural centre, 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. The
show runs everyday from 3:00 to
8:00 p.m. till November 29.

Crafts and fash-

ion works show

A Crafts and Fashion Works
Exhibition is now being held at the
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The show will
run till November 30.

Alfred Hitchcock

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society, in
collaboration with Indian High
Commission in Dhaka, has organ-
ised a fortnight long Alfred Hitch-
cock Retrospective. Notorious
starring Cary Grant, Ingrid Berg-
man & Claude Rain, will be
screened today at the Indian High
Commission Auditorium at 6 in the
evening.
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