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A new fashion house on the block

Kriti, a new born fashlon house holds its debut show on November 29 at Arial Centre

Hand painted floral motifs on Rajshahi silk

TAWFIQUE ALI

RITI begins its journey,

on November 29, into

our fledgling fashion
firmament with the promise of
innovation. Its uniqueness and
novelty lie in its insistence put
onlocal material and artisans to
capture the spirit that is
quintessentially Bangladeshi.

A brainchild of Sharmillie
Rahman, Kriti's entrepreneur-
ship has also been shared by
Faroque Wahid along with

An abstract blend of familiar motifs in hand painting

Rezina Wahid's efficient coordi-
nation to facilitate a designer's
dream come true.

Sharmillie works on apparels
with an objective to enhance its
existing beauty. In her work an
added beauty is created in
close contact with tradition and
ordinary familiar motifs. The
motifs and designs Sharmillie
ameliorates are often intricately
detailed and sometimes very
intimately simple.

She unfolds an artist's spirit
both in abstraction and figura-

tion.

Sharmillie’s honest adher-
ence to domestic raw materials,
tradition and simplicity of motifs
is a characteristic feature of her
work. Kriti takes care of ele-
gance and traditional taste.

The exhibition offers an
exclusive collection of saris and
salwar-kameez to the fashion
shoppers for the coming Eid
festival.

Sharmillie unfolds her
designs in floral and rural sim-
ple motifs on Tangail cotton or
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Rajshahi silk. Her depiction of
designs takes place in hand
painting, block print, and tie-
dye. Karchupi design is fre-
quently prominent in her work.
Use of colour is simply consis-
tent with familiar landscape. A
composite of motifs in semi-
abstract form is dominant in
hand painting.

Karchupi work, usually done
by the Biharis, possesses both
intricacy and aesthetic appeal.
Reflecting on how she works,
Sharmillie says, "l just put work

Anintricate composmon of rural motifs of parrot, female faces and birds

on the small space spared in
the Aanchal (the loose end of a
woman's sari) or along the
border or in between designs of
a sari. | never like to spoil the
basic pattern of a fabric any
way. | always adopt simple
design to retain originality of a
fabricitself."

"l used to do some dress
work out of fancy for my own
sake. It happened all of a sud-
den that | felt an urge to open a
commercial outlet of work. |
shared my thoughts with

Anintricate composition of floral motifs on light coloured silk

Faroque Bhai who consented
to my idea on the spot. This is
how it all got started. Besides,
Rezina Apa's dedication has
taken this venture a long way,"
says Sharmillie.

Kriti has one artisan for each
media -- hand painting done by
Kajol, block print and tie-dye by
others.

The exhibition brings a vari-
ety of cotton and silk collection
that holds individuality and
shows awareness of the pre-
vailing trends at the same time.

The ornate world of
needlecrafts is also a part of
Kriti's fashion world.

The collection of saris in
diverse designs and colours
portraying a world inherently
Bangladeshi and artistic in its
spirit, may correspond to the
taste of those who admire
national tradition and craft.

Simple fish motifs on Tangall Cotton
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Splashes of colours on silk
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Kriti's Eid
collection
Kriti's rich collection of sari and
salwar-kameeze ensemble for the
upcoming Eid festival opens atArial
Centre on November 29. Open
from 10 am and 8 pm, the show will
runftill December4.

Art show

A group art exhibition by Zahid ,
Shamim, Kakoli and Safin has
opened at The High Commission of
India cultural centre, 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. The
show runs everyday from 3:00 to
8:00 p.m.till November 29.

Crafts and fash-

ion works show

A Crafts and Fashion Works
Exhibition is now being held at the
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The show will
run till November 30.

Alfred Hitchcock

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society, in
collaboration with Indian High
Commission in Dhaka, has organ-
ised a fortnight long Alfred Hitch-
cock Retrospective. 'Rebecca’
starring Laurence Oliver, Joanne
Fontaine, will be screened today at
the Indian High Commission
Auditorium at 6 in the evening.

Fashion

A colourful apparel show by
Altamira, a fashion gallery, is now
being held at House # 1, Road # 2,
Dhanmomndi. The show, open
from 10 a.m to 10 p.m. everyday,
runs till December 14.
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