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The Baily Star

Indigo makes a grand comeback

Neel Utsab, an exhibition of wide ranging indigo products organised jointly by Aranya and

Mennonite Central Committee (

ZIAUL KARIM

URIED in the harrowing

past of colonial India for

over a hundred years,
indigo-- the magic natural dye --
- has made an astounding
comeback in Bangladesh. A
wide range of household
products and dresses from
kurta, sari, to salwar-kameeze,
shwal, scarf with shining blue
will be featuring at the Neel
Utsab at Aranya beginning
today.

At a press preview yesterday
Ruby Ghuznavi, Managing
Director of Aranya and the guid-
ing angel behind the indigo
revival in Bangladesh said that
the search for indigo in country
started in 1982 when she under-
took a survey for the Vegetable
Dye Society. The journey that
led to the revival was not a
smooth one. The whole attempt
raised many eyebrows and the
tainted past of indigo cultivation
by the British in this part of the
world made it even difficult to
make breakthrough. A pilot
project, Ghuznabi told the press
preview, was launched in 1983
on one acre of land assigned for

Strips wear a new look with the touch of indigo

cotton and hand loom. And what
is most heart warming about the
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turies.

The fascinating

range of
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A model displays an exquisite sari bri

detailed account of indigo
extraction. Leaves of indigo

ghten with indigo ultramarine

colour and imparting a distinc-
tive odour. The leaves are then

MCC), opens at Aranya centre at Banani today

% 4

Making indigo paste

green-yellow

to a very dark
blue. The indigo in the tanks is

creative palette of the painters
of the country. From ace painter

Kriti's Eid
collection

Kriti's rich collection of sari and
salwar-kameeze ensemble for the
upcoming Eid festival opens atArial
Centre on November 29. Open
from 10 am and 8 pm, the show will
runtill December 4.

Art show

A group art exhibition by Zahid ,
Shamim, Kakoli and Safin has
opened at The High Commission of
India cultural centre, 754,
Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi. The
show runs everyday from 3:00 to
8:00 p.m. till November 29.

Crafts and fash-

ion works show

A Crafts and Fashion Works
Exhibition is now being held at the
Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Shahbagh, Dhaka. The show will
run till November 30.

Alfred Hitchcock

Retrospective
Zahir Raihan Film Society, in

the project. The project yielded show is everything that is being products on display at this plant are used for producing removed from the upper tank allowed to settle overnight unti Mohammad Kibria, Hasem collaboration with Indian High
a phenomenal success. With used is hundred per centlocally unique show are creation of indigodye. and sold as fertiliser. The water it forms a thick layer of paste on  Hkan, Mahmudul Haque to Commission in Dhaka, has organ-
the success of the pilot project produced. The shining blue as Aranya and its partner The bundles leaves are inthelowermixing tankismade the bottom of the lower tank. brilliant colourists like Jamal ised a fortnight long Alfred Hitch-

the pioneers of the projects Ghuznavi reminded us had organisationsAarong, packed into the taller, upper alkaline by the addition of small This paste is drawn off the bot- Ahmed, Nasim Ahmed Nadvi's cock Retrospective. Marnie
were convinced of an indigo always expressed the mood of Kumudini, Tangail sari Kutir, soaking tanks and loaded down quantities of caustic soda tom of the tank by a drain and canvases are vibrating with Starring Scan Connery Ti |
revival in the country. festival and passionaswelland Prabartana, Proshika, with bamboo poles to prevent (about1gram of caustic perlitre filtered through thick cotton deep blue of indigo revived by Hed g& Diane Bak y i pbp

Aranya's success inspired in capturing these moods noth-  Grameen Uddog and Kushal. them from floating. Water is of water). Caustic soda fabric. The cotton fabric catches the joint endeavour of Aranya earen & Diane baker wil be

MCC, a North American NGO,
to initiate a research for an

ing could beat indigo.

The lamp shade in vibrating

Senior project development

blue, and saris glistening deep

pumped into the upper tanks,
completely submerging the

increases the pH of the water
and helps the indigo to form.

and MCC.

all the indigo dye while allowing
the water to pass through. The

screened today at 6 Indian High
Commission Auditorium at 6 in the

The Neel Utsab, a first in the

indigo project. MCC was con- Officer with MCC Arun Naha ultramarine would greet one to  packed indigo leaves. The tanks Next, the green-yellow indigo  blue paste is scooped off the  country with its fascinating array evening.
vinced that indigo cultivation informed the press preview that the first ever grand indigo prod- and leaves are then left to soak  water is beaten with large bam-  fabric and spread evenly on of products, will be jointly inau-
would help create sustainable currently the demand for indigo  ucts and crafts show at Aranya.  until the following day; 16 to 24  boo poles to produce foam and  plastic sheets, placed on small  gurated by indigo maker Maya Fashion

employment for the rural poor
and regain the Bangladesh's
prestige as one of the finest
indigo producers in the world.
The materials used in indigo
collection at the show are Tasar
silk, soft silk, linen, khaddar, fine

was 3000 kg and the yield from
the project was 125 kg. Repre-
sentative from Prabartana said
indigo was environment
friendly. The waste from the
indigo extraction he added had
been in use as fertilizer for cen-

Punjabis are lent a majestic
aura with the brilliant touch of
indigo that the country is experi-
encing a re-entry from the blind
alley of the colonial past.

Arun Naha enlightened the
media persons by giving a

hours.

The next day, the water is let
out of the upper tanks into a
large round lower tank. During
the night, organic compounds
containing indigo leach into the
water turning it green-yellow in

bubbles which slowly turn from
green to blue when exposed to
the air; oxygen in the air causes
the alkaline water to start form-
ing the indigo. The water is then
beaten for about 2 hours turn-
ing the water in the tank from
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bamboo trays and dried out
completely. The dried indigo
flakes are ground to powder,
weighed and packaged for sale.

Indigo is not only brightening
exquisite dresses and crafts but
also finding its place at the

Koibarta and master dyer and
printer Mohammad Hossain is a
refreshing change in our high-
profile inauguration culture.

A colourful apparel show by
Altamira, a fashion gallery, is now
being held at House # 1, Road # 2,
Dhanmomndi. The show, open
from 10 a.m to 10 p.m. everyday,

runs till December 14.
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