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Robbery
1N city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Robbers looted Tk 40,000, fifty
tolas of gold ornaments and other
valuables worth about Tk 7.5 lakh
from a residence at West Rajaba-
zar in the city early yesterday.

A gang of robbers sneaked into
the house of Doctor MA Khaleq
after cutting the grills at around 3
am and looted the valuables alter
confining the doctor and his wife
in a room at gunpoint.

In another incident, a gang ol
armed robbers loated 60 tolas of
gold ornaments worth about Tk 4
lakh from a jewellery shop at Pu-
robi Super Market in the city's
Pallabi on Monday night.

The anned gang stormed into
the shop and took away 60 tolas of
gold ornaments at about 8:30 pm.

Bachhu Miah, owner of the
shop, filed a case with Pallabi po-
lice. Police arrested one Anwar
Hossain, 24, in this connection.

On the same night, another
gang of robbers looted money,
gold ornaments and other valu-
ables worth about Tk 2 lakh from a
residence at Uttar Kafrul.

The gang entered the house of
Rashed-uz-Zaman at 576/2 Utrtar
Kafrul at about 8:45 pm and looted
the valuables.

DUJ demands
sixth wage
board

BSS, Dhaka

The Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) demanded of the govern-
ment to announce the sixth wage
board for journalists and newspa-
per emplovees immediately.

DU]J leaders made the demand
at their execufive committee
meeting held at the union office at
Jatiya Press Club on Monday with
DU]J President Altaf Mahmud in
the chair.

They urged the owners of the
dailies to pay bonus and regular
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PHOTO STAR

Hena Das, president of the Bangladesh Mohila Parishad, speaking at a meeting In memory of poet Sufia Kamal at
its central office In the city yesterday. The parishad organised the meeting to mark the 2nd death anniversary of

the poet.

‘Poet Sufia Kamal
wanted to build
a secular country’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a memorial meeting of
the Bangladesh Mahila Parishad
on poet Sufia Kamal yesterday
condemned the recent attacks on

the minorities and ‘demanded
immediate punishment to the
attackers.

"We are concermed about the
recent violence against the mi-

Presided over by Parishad’s
President Hena Das, the meeting
was also attended by its Assistant
General Secretary Dr Maleka
Banu, Prof Syed Manzoorul Islam,
Dhaka University, and President of
Chhayanaut Dr Sanjida Khatun.

Dr Maleka Banu, who has re-
cently visited the minority people
in the rural area of the country,
described the situation as horren-

New trust fund
at DU

UNB, Dhaka

A new fund named Professor Mo-
hammad Ali Nawab Trust Fund
has been established in the Dhaka
University to award a gold medal
for meritorious students of the
chemistry department.

To set up the fund, Rabeya
Khondkar, wife of late Prof Ali
Nawab, handed over a cheque for
Tk one lakh to Vice Chancellor
Prof Anwarullah Chowdhury at his
office yesterday.

Date extended
UNB, savar

METROPOLITAN

CPD seminar on fertility behaviour ,,.
Fertility rate remains unchanged

since 1993

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Although the rate of contraceptive
prevalence has increased sub-
stantially in the country, the fertil-
ity rate remains unchanged since
1993,

The total fertility rate declined
from 5.12 per cent in 1989 10 3.44
per cent in 1993-94, On the other
hand, the contraceptive preva-
lence rate went up from 44.6 per
cent o 53.8 per cent during 1993-
2000 period.

This was revealed in a recent
study conducted by a group of

IA resumes

Dhaka-Kolkata
flights

BSS, Dhaka

Indian Airlines (IA) will resume its
Dhaka-Kolkata flights today, the
Airlines said yesterday.

The flights remained sus-
pended from early this month for
some operational difficulties, it is
learnt.

The Airlines will operate the
flights on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays and the arrival time in
Dhaka is 2:50 pm while the de-
parture time is 3:40 pm.

The Indian Airlines will use
Airbus A-320 aircraft and the pas-
sengers from Dhaka will be able to
avail forward flights of the airlines
to several Indian cities including
Delhi and Mumbai on their arrival
in Kolkata. The flight timings have
been adjusted for connecting
flights.

12 firearms

seized
BSS, bhaka

experts assigned by the Centre for
Policy Dialogue (CPD). The paper
was presented at a seminar at
CIRDAP auditorium yesterday.,

Addressing the seminar as
chief guest, former advisor to the
caretaker government Brigadier
(retd) M A Malek underscored the
need for political commitment
and strong motivational work to
reduce fertility rates and achieve
family planning goals.

He also stressed the need for
soclal and economical develop-
ment to keep the birth rate under
control.

Organised by CPD, the seminar
was also addressed by former state
minister for health Dr. Amanullah,
CPD chairman Prof. Rehman
Sobhan, executive director Dr.
Devapriya Bhattacharya, former
vice-chancellor of Jahangirmagar
University Dr. Saleh Ahmed, Dr.
Abdur Rob, Nashid Kamal, Dr.
Ahmed Alamgir, Dr. Mahbub,
Mohammad Hamidul Huq Bhui-
yan and Dr. Kabir.

M. Ataharul Islam, M. Mazha-

' 4

rul Islam and Nitai Chakraborty l

jointly prepared the study paper
on “Exploring Recent Fertility
Behaviour in Bangladesh”.

Stressing the need for raising
awareness among the people,
Malek sald that many people still
do not know what family planning
Is.

He suggested providing ade-
quate assistance for the non-
governmental organisations
help reduce infant mortality rate.

Presenting the study paper,
Ataharul Islam said that Bangla-
desh had been passing through a
critical phase of fertility transition.
But since 1993, the rate has re-
mained unchanged, he said.

To reduce infant mortality rate,
immunisation programmes need
to be extended effectively in order
to increase the coverage of essen-
tial vaccines to an optimal level,
according to the paper.

Prof. Rehman Sobhan observed
that there should be a policy de-
bate on demographic changes in
the country.

UNB, Dhaka
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Temperature may fall

river basins in the morning.

Met Office said.

Srimongal. -

tomorrow.

Weather may remain mainly dry over the country during the next 12
hours till 6:00 pm today with light fog over the coastal regions and the

Night temperature may fall by 1-3 degree Celsius over the country,

Yesterday's highest temperature of 31.5 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chittagong and the lowest of 16.4 degree Celsius at

The sun sets in the capital at 5:11 pm tﬁday and rises at 6:18 am

Temperature and humidity recorded in major cities and towns

o |

| DRU workshop

Fashinh arae

Kumudini Handicrafts is going 1o -
organise a fashion parade to display

its Eid Collection 2001. Veny y
Kumudini Handicrafts Shom‘_l;‘n:m“n_,| 4,
GulshanAvenue. Time:4:00pm.

A three-day workshop on crime
reporting, organised by Dhaka
Reporters' Unity (DRU), will begin,
State Ministar for Home Affairs
Lutfuzzaman Babar will inaugurate
the workshop. Venue: DRU office.

Time: 10:00am.

Fgrmer Inspector General of Po-
lice Kazi Anwarul Haque died of
old-age complications in the city
yesterday. He was 93.

Haque also a former cabinet
minister, is survived by his wife
and four sons.

His naman-e-janaza will be
held at 11 am todgy at the Eidgah
mosque at Satmasjid Road.

Death anniversary

: The 4th death

Principal

Hamida Ali and
Md Ali, will be
to-
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holy Eid. against communal terrorism. We She urged all political and so- | Jahangimagar University authori- | Police seized 12 firearms, five City/Town Temperature Humidityin g # % press release.
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