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Oppressed minority

| want to thank P. Chowdhury for the
opinion "Alien in Homeland" (Octo-
ber 19). | think his opinion is really
praiseworthy and courageous. He
has described the real condition of
Bangladeshi Hindu community. |
also want to thank The Daily Star,
which has published regularly the
oppression on the minority after the
October election.

S.Roy
Dhaka

"Harrowing tales of

depravity"

Mr. Ashfaque A. Chowdury, (who
wrote the letter "Harrowing tales of
depravity", 14.11.01)

| just have one thing to ask you,
would you write the same letter if
somebody who was dear to you lost
their "Nakphul"? Learn to empathise
with people-- it will make you suc-
cessfulinlife.

And as for the so-called "ammu-
nition to the opposition" is con-
cerned; nobody deserves to live in
peace when even one man in soci-
ety is deprived of his/herrights.

If you are talking about maintain-
ing the status-quo for the betterment
of the major section of people and
thus living in a society where only
the fittest survives, perishing the
weak; it will not happen in this coun-
try. People like you who 'brush dirt
under the carpet' don't have the
"stomach" it takes to stand a chance
in this world let alone live in it
bravely.

Cheers to The Daily Star for
having the "stomach".

Ali Bhuiyan, on e-mail

Protect the minori-

ties, please

On request of a friend, my family
and me went to attend "Durga Puja"
festival in Los Angeles, USA.
Dakshini Bengali Association of
California arranged the grand show.

On the second day the main
attraction was a musical show by
famous "Aarati Mukherjee." While
we were waiting for the grand musi-
cal finale, all of a sudden Dr.
Chanchal Chatterjee of Human
Rights Congress for Bangladesh
Minorities (HRCBM) picked-up the
microphone and made an appeal.
He read a press release which says
that, nearly 200,000 Hindu and
other religious minorities in Bangla-
desh are terrorised by the Bangla-
desh government and the funda-
mentalist, the whole press release
may can be seen at
http://www.hrcbm.org.

Dr. Chatterjee requested all
present at the function to sign the
appeal which will be sent to the
Secretary General of United
Nations. | observed that a huge
number of audience signed the
document. Though | remained there
till the music program came to an
end, but was completely down as a
Bangladeshi.

Needless to say that our beloved
Bangladesh does not have a good
image in the foreign country. It is
known as a corrupt country, poverty
stricken nation, land of natural
calamities etc.

| request the Prime Minister and
the Home Minister to take immedi-
ate action against the perpetrators
and regain the image of Bangladesh
"as a peaceful nation of communal
harmony."

Kh. S. Omar Faruk
San Dimas, California, USA

They are not minori-

ties but citizens

It is mind-boggling that, while fellow
citizens are going through hell, we
are busy debating the fate of
Afghanistan and the so-called
injustices being imposed upon its
citizens by others. Where as the
latter is a debatable issue, the
atrocities committed on minorities in
Bangladesh cannot be justified in
any manner whatsoever.

It is outrageously sad that Mr.
Anup Deb from Texas, who | believe
has affected relative and friends in
Bhola, felt obliged to write this angry
yet sad letter. Every Bangladeshi
citizen should share his anger and
sadness. There can be no arguable
rational by anyone for infringing
upon the safety and basic human
rights of innocent citizens. Neither
the Constitution nor religion can be
used to justify or condone such
deplorable acts.

Every government is expected to
ensure the safety of all its citizens.
There can be no valid excuse on the
part of any government for failing to
take swift corrective actions in such
matters. Asociety cannot claim to be
truly civilised if it blatantly ignores
such fundamental rights of its mem-
bers. If we look at the world, this fact
should be crystal clear.

Didarul Islam
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, U.S.A

Be stricter

I would like to congratulate the new
government for the actions it is
taking against corrupt ex-MPs and
their associated criminals.

However, | would like to remind the
Prime Minister that to achieve the
goal, those responsible for recent
attacks on the Hindu community
must also be swiftly arrested and
punished.

Zeeshan Hasan, on e-mail

New VC episode

| feel disgraced to read the news
regarding the take over incidents of
the new VC's of the two important

universities, Dhaka and
Jahangirnagar. If the VC's and
university teachers are engaged in
party politics, then what can the
nation expect from them other than
terrorism, session jam, rape and
murder?

The university teachers and VC's
depend on their militant partisan
students to stay in power and office.
That is the reason why the highest
institutions are failing to produce to
contribute for the development of
our country.

| found the 6" of November EUCSU.
Election to be a laboratory model of
the national election. The candi-
dates spent at least taka 5000 for
posters. And the big party nominees
offered Chinese food to voters. Soft
drinks were free for all in the cafete-
ria the day before the election. Not
to mention where this money comes
from.

Why is it like this? We are the so-
called brilliant students of Bangla-
desh but acting like corrupt politi-

lished itself, as more and more new
cars are being sold.

The local PC (personal com-
puter) industry may set-up a net-
work of used-computers-for-sale,
for perpetration of PC into the mid-
dle class family and students.
Proper regulations may be promul-
gated for ensuring guaranteed
after-sales service.

The initiative has to come from the
top. The govt-controlled computer
society cannot make its presence
felt. It is more than paper work (for

dying from starvation.

Extremists to fight communism.

America while the world weeps.

Durdana Ghias
Department of Economics, DU

To the average American

Yes you are the average American ("Who we are, and what we stand for!" November 14) who
sends weapons to third-world countries so that they can energise their foolish dispute and buy
your weapons booming your weapon trade. You are the guy who drops hordes of bomb to kill
thousands of innocent people in Iraq.

You are the guy who arms Israel so that they can kill the helpless Palestinians. You are the guy
who dropped nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. You are the guy who killed millions of
Iraqi children by mounting inhumane sanctions on Iraqg. You are the guy who created Osama-bin-
Laden. You are the guy who did not utter a word of protest during the five-year harrowing Taliban
rule but negotiated with them for their oil.

You are the guy who does not touch your natural resources but forces third-world countries to
sell theirs. You are the guy who invests astronomical sum for improving his nuclear arsenal and on
the other hand put other countries under pressure to sign CTBT. You are the guy who contributes
too much for the perforated ozone layer and asks third-world countries to stop industrialisation.
You are the guy who in 1974 asked ships on their way not to sail for Chittagong while people were

You are the guy who do not know the history and do not want to know the truth lest you incrimi-
nate yourself. You are the guy who bombs Red Cross warehouses so that they crave for your aids.
You are the guy who digs ditches but you are also the guy who creates companies like Monsanto.
And when my neighbours threaten me you are the guy who at first solves his equation. That's why
you hated us after liberation. You are the guy who destroys colossal amount of food to gear up the
market price but does not send it to starving countries. You are the guy who created Islamic

You weep for your fellow Americans but you were indifferent when millions of children died from
shortage of medicine in Irag. You weep for 244 airline passengers but you were not when the USA
gunned down an Iragi commuter plane. You weep for the innocence destroyed because it is Amer-
ica but you do not weep for the same when itis NOT America. You are the guy who thinks that his
tears are costlier than those of the other's are. But soon you will weep no more. You will oil your
weapons so that you can kill the innocents again who are 'collateral damage' to you. You will note
sycophancy and you will deny aid if they come from sympathisers of Palestinians. You will also
note who are not sycophants and see them afterwards (God knows you are good at that).

And you will remember that you are an American because you are resourceful and you are
vindictive. You forget when you are the killer but you never forget when you get killed. Sleep well

As a parent, may | please request
our learned VC's and teachers to
behave?

Sabah Muhammad
Baeshwar, Sylhet

We shall face the

same fate

When Mr. Saifur Rahman warns
that, his party shall meet the same
fate as the Awami League did
unless the government is able to
stop terrorism, his comments are
not only significant but also raises
some questions in our mind. Many
staunch supporters of BNP are
disappointed at the of the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation. What is
most discouraging is that, almost all
such crimes are committed directly
orindirectly by party people.

But the Finance Minister does not
have a magic wand to improve the
situation overnight. He needs co-
operation and co-ordination of at
least half-a-dozen important minis-
ters including the Prime Minister
and the entire business community.

The general people want to see
the situation improved so that they
canlivein peace.

RumiAhmed
Katalganj, Chittagong

Government austerity
The newly inducted government
has taken some urgent steps to
save the falling economy. Many
other economic measures are
needed now, especially in view of
the coming recession and the very
weak economy of Bangladesh
depending on a few vulnerable
sources of export earnings.

All wasteful revenue expenditure
needs trimming. Many of the devel-
opment projects have a personal
agenda. The interest structures are
still one of the highest in the world
discouraging industrial growth, and
a competitive export potential. The
government austerity at all levels, is
an urgent need of the hour.

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Siddheswari, Dhaka

Age limit for govt. job
Recently, | have came across a
news report regarding the Reform
Commission's recommendation for
the increase in retirement age from
57 to 58, or 60 in some cases. It's
difficult to understand how the
Commission could make such
recommendation in a poor country
like Bangladesh where there are a
large number of unemployed
youths.

Under special requirements this
may be done at the secretarial level
and such posts but why this should
be done for all posts starting from
those of the clerks and peons is
beyond my understanding.

Due to session jam and like, most
of the youth of this country reach the
age of about 29 by the time they
graduate. Then the search for a job
takes away a couple of years more.

| appeal to the Prime Minister to
look into the matter and consideritin
the perspective of the greater inter-
est of the country and not increase
the retirement age for government
employees. Instead the age limit for
entry in the government jobs should
be increased to 32 years or more
which will help the meritorious
students to a great extent.

Md Minhajuddin
Nayatola, Maghbazar, Dhaka

EUCSU election

cians. We don't want to learn the
polluted politics from the university.
Rather we should practice good
politics.

Nafees

BUET Student

Congratulations new

Grandmaster
Congratulations to Ziaur Rahman--
the second Grandmaster of Bangla-
desh. | hardly know how to play
chess. Despite that | always fol-
lowed this game closely. Hopefully
this will be the start of a new era for
Bangladesh chess and for Ziaur
Rahman.

Mir Tanvir Hasan
Edinboro University of Pensylvania,
USA

Develop second-hand
PC market

Now used-car market has estab-

pioneering work).

Acitizen
Dhaka

The new President

| strongly feel that for the sake of
promoting democracy a retired
Supreme Court Judge should have
been nominated by the ruling party
as the new President.

PEG, on e-mail

Why complain?
Everyday news are rampant of
meetings, rallies of different organi-
sations since the October 1 land-
slide victory of BNP led alliance,
narrating that "activists of the alli-
ance and their respective student
wings 'captured' (or capturing)
different institutions, halls, terminals
and markets etc"!

What's the complaint about? Isn't
it simply natural?

| do not find any wrong doing, as
they are 'capturing' (or correctly said
‘winning over' the places of interest,
which had so long been occupied
forcibly by the opponents. And this
is the natural phenomenon of any
kind of changeovers. Why make this
a big news item, an unnecessary
noise and make a mountain out of a
molehill! Let there be objective news
and news on nation building and
those with national interest so that
we could be more knowledgeable
and worthy citizens.

AF Rahman
Dhaka

Ban 3-wheelers

I am writing this mail with bag full of
disappointment by the activities of
our past and present government.
We deal with lots of problem in our
country as well as city life, and
among them is the poisonous
smoke emitted from the 3-wheelers.
The situation is worsening day by
day. Though a lot of promises have
been made but none were effective.

We vote for government to enjoy
our citizens' betterment but much to
the dismay of our wish all turn round.
Children are in more danger than we
are and it is so poisonous that once
you have coughing and sneezing
problem it tends to stay for months
orso.

My humble request to the con-
cerned ones please take proper
steps and help us live a bit longer.
Government comes and govern-
ment goes but the smokes stay
forever.

Badal Hasib
Mohammedpur Dhaka

Withdrawal of

corruptlon cases

Afew days earlier there was a front-
page news report in your daily on
the withdrawal of corruption cases
against the BNP ministers and
lawmakers. Under the same head-
line there was a report that new
corruption cases are being framed
against the AL ministers and law-
makers. We were not only surprised
but also astonished to see such
actions. In general terms, we know
that only the court can dismiss or
dispose of cases. How will the public
know whether there were any merits
ornotin those cases ?.

The same investigative instru-
ments are now investigating corrup-
tion cases against the AL leaders as
they did in the cases of BNP. Surely,
when BNP is gone and AL comes in
their cases of corruption would be
withdrawn and new ones would be
framed against the BNP leaders.

We have started experiencing
the changes but not the ones we
were looking forward to. The bus
terminals, university halls have
been taken over by another group,
the makes shift toll collection cen-
tres have been rebuilt, the extortion-
ists have increased. The only
change that is significant is oppres-
sion of the minorities.

Shafiqul Islam, on e-mail

Weekly holiday

The BNP government has declared
Friday as weekly holiday. Given the
state of the Bangladesh economy
and the world politics | wonder
whether the pundits in the govern-
ment truly understand the gravity of
the situation or simply pretending. |
thought the new government is
going to take export friendly deci-
sions. This one surely is not going to
help any Bangladeshi exporter let
alone the importers especially when
they have to wait four days to get
information.

The sheer stupidity of
Bangladeshi politicians never
ceases toamaze me.

Alam Chaudry, on e-mail

Gas export! In who's

interest?

The BNP government. is giving
serious thought about gas export. It
looks like it is their first priority
though in their election manifesto
they did not say anything specific
aboutit.

It may be relevant to mention
here that during Newaz Sherif's last
tenure, Pakistan sold sugar to India
with export subsidy. After one year
Pakistan imported the same sugar
from a different country at a higher
price. Who knows Bangladesh may
have to import gas after 20 years
through the same pipeline at an
exorbitant price, if this precious
resource is not dealt very carefully.
AbulK
Canada

ensure the development of sustain-
able alternatives to export-oriented
saline water shrimp farming that
would support the needs of local
population and curb the destruction
of the country's world-famous
Sundarbans.

ISA Net is a global network of
leading non-government and envi-
ronmental organisations working to
address the social and environmen-
tal impacts of shrimp farming. We
are mindful of the potentialities
existing in Bangladesh and would
like very much to work in tangent
with your government in developing
these alternatives. We are very
concerned about how shrimp farm-
ing is putting your country's man-
grove forests in a very vulnerable
situation. We are also concerned
about the expansion of shrimp
farms and the human rights situa-
tion in Khulna. We urge you to
please not bow to the demands of
the industry for more subsidies, use
all your power to realise alternative
programs being developed on the
ground.

We and our esteemed member in
Bangladesh are looking forward to
working with you on this.

Isabel de la Torrinternational Co-
ordinator

The banks

The recent banking time has
effected us terribly and eventually
the government banks are closed
after the lunch time and people like
us who work cannot be there at the

change the timing but please make
the employees obey the timing and
respectit.

Badal Hasib
Lecturer, Royal Roads University

Excavation season
| wonder whether there is any rela-
tion between Ramjan, Eid and the
placing of sewerage pipes on vari-
ous roads of Dhaka city. The city
was already over burdened with
traffic, and now with Puja (over justa
few days back), Eid and Christmas,
all very big and vital festivals of each
religion, people are busy shopping.
Just at this crucial moment, three
fourth of the roads are occupied with
the sewerage pipes and other road
construction materials. The roads in
front of Dhaka College and that of
Gausia market are two such roads.
Perhaps that is why the con-
cerned authority chooses this part of
the year to start all kinds of repair
works. The misery of the inhabitants
of these areas is now endless. It is
not for shopping purpose but for
their livelihood that they must come
out of their houses. Apart from very
early hours in the morning, at any
time of the day one has to sit hours
together just to cross this distance.
Itis a pity that not only the Prime
Minister but also other top VIPs of
the country do not have to experi-
ence these pangs so why should
they think about these 'trivial' mat-
ters? When they move, the roads
are cleared and itis a non-stop drive
for them. May be because they are

occurred.

awoman!

Sumit Mazumdar

University of Arizona, on e-mail

What a coincidence!

In 1971, the West Pakistani army and their henchmen murdered Bengali civilians and raped Ben-
gali women. This was the punishment for the way the Bengalis had voted. Later the Hamoodur
Rahman Commission report would claim that ““only" 26,000 Bengalis had died. The report does
not even mention rapes, and claims that an insignificant number of such cases might have

Thirty years later, Bangladeshi Hindus are murdered and Hindu women are raped in independ-
ent secular Bangladesh. Their houses are looted, their places of worship ransacked. This time
also the victims are being punished, based on the perception that they had voted for the Awami
League. The local authorities do nothing to protect the minority community.

The then President of Pakistan fled East Pakistan on the night of March 26, and did not even
pretend to be curious about what his men were doing to his fellow citizens. This time, the world still
waits weeks after the incidents, to hear from the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, who happens to be

If there is a difference it is simply this. The average West Pakistani could have honestly claimed in
1971 that they were not aware of what was going on in East Pakistan/Bangladesh-- the West
Pakistani newspapers simply did not publish about these atrocities until much later. It pains me to
write this. | write this not as an Indian, not as a person who was raised a Hindu, but simply as
another Bengaliwho had always considered Bangladeshis as friends.

Professor of Physics and Optical Sciences

Shrimp cultivation

We in the international community
welcome your government and join
you in the efforts to improve peo-
ple's lives in Bangladesh. The
change in government brings us
hope for changes in the lives espe-
cially of those who are heavily
impacted by bagda farming projects
in your country.

We at the Industrial Shrimp
Action Network (ISA Net) trust that
Her Excellency will use her office to

morning timing are suffering awfully.

| went to a government bank at
three p.m. and | was told the bank
was closed though the closing time
was four p.m. but they don't care
about the legitimate timing and their
behaviouris rough. | don't know how
many people are there suffering like
me but | think that was a menacing
signal of things to come and it
should be stopped with strict hands.
Otherwise it will worsen to a state
that will have no way to come back. |
am not asking the government to

VIPs, they have value for time which
we don't.

Like all other inhabitants, my
question is: is there no possible way
to do these repair works during
nights or on holidays when there are
lesser traffic movements?'

Anjali Akbar
Azimpur Road, Dhaka

Furtherreverse psychology
What would the people of Bangladesh have done if three planes
carrying Indian citizens some of whom were already known to be
belonging to anti-Bangladesh or anti-Islam organisations
hijacked four planes and crashed them into, say, downtown
Dhaka. And through this act they levelled the Parliament building,
the tomb of Pari Bibi or a couple of large office buildings, killing
upwards of 4500 people and risking the lives of close to 100,000.
Suppose these hijackers had been trained in India controlled
Kashmir, in camps already known to the Dhaka government of
training anti-Bangladesh terrorist. If the main financier of these
camps lived in impunity in India controlled Kashmir and was
already indicted in both the UN and Bangladesh for previous
terrorist attacks on Bangladesh's embassies abroad. And if the
Bangladesh government had further evidence that this person or
persons in Kashmir was behind the attacks and shared that evi-
dence with countries that were India's allies. The allies then came
to the same conclusion but still Kashmir and India not only refused
to hand the man over, but failed to even arrest him and confined
him in their own country, even though the man had said again and
again it was his sworn duty to kill Bangladesh's citizens. What do
you honestly think Bangladesh would do? Go to the Hague? Go to
the UN and get another indictment? Or form an alliance with
Pakistan, Afghanistan and any and all countries it could get to
climb on board, isolate India, give them an ultimatum and when it
became clear that, once again, no co-operation was forthcoming,
commence the most effective military action they could muster?
I make no claims that America is without guilt in the world. We can
be overbearing, short-sighted. We act, like every other nation, in
our own self-interest far too often. But those who try to justify the
New York commando attacks, which is what they were, by US
foreign policy blunders, are kidding themselves. And are asking
the US to meet a standard no country would meet. If Bangladesh
would act how those opposed to action in Afghanistan pretend
they want the US to act, it would soon fail to be a sovereign nation.

Scott Kraft
California, USA

Balloon Bangladesh Airline

On November 14, CNN online survey showed that 39 per cent of
American would rethink about flying (by aeroplane). And my
personal survey shows that all of my American colleagues think

Afghan Airlines is the safest airline to travel. Unfortunately,
Afghan Air officially went out of business last week.

This is the prime time to think different about flying as well as to
start a multi billion-dollar business and | hope Bangladesh Biman
will take it seriously.

Travelling by balloon may not be as fast as aeroplane but it
surely has advantages over road. From the US Civil War, through
World Wars | and Il balloons are used as tools for warfare, for
transportation surveying and communication. Balloon gives you
the real taste of flying-- "l believe | can touch the sky". No airport
necessary, it can land on your backyard. There are lot more about
ballooning.

You might be laughing but | don't mind giving it a shot!

Pir Saheb
45 Kirkwood Dr.
NY, USA

The US envoy's response

| must say, | was most disappointed to read the US envoy's
response to The Daily Star editorial. The response seemed noth-
ing more than the rehashed press releases we have been inun-
dated with courtesy of the inane CNN.

First of all, she claims that the pilots are at risk. From what?
Where is the anti aircraft fire coming from? Then there is the ques-
tion of military targets. From the news footage we have seen,
these "targets" comprise of nothing else but a few shacks in the
middle of the desert. So the question arises, how many times
does a pilot have to hit the same shack and the desert patch in
front of it? And then, are the military targets placed so close to one
another, that carpet-bombing using cluster bomb is justified?

The US has repeatedly claimed that news sources are sketchy.
If that were true, how does Her Excellency know that the Taliban
are distorting the news? How does she know that the food pack-
ets have been contaminated? In the news we hear now that the
colour of the food packets matches that of the cluster bombs, and
the US is now exploring ways of getting that message to the refu-
gees. Sowho is poisoning what?

In her letter she states that the coalition is focusing on the ter-
rorist network and its supporters. If there is proof that the network
is indeed there, and is identifiable, then why drop bombs? Why
not send in the troops to destroy the network? If the bombing was
so precise, why are there refugees? Why was the same Red
Cross warehouse hit three times?

In the United States, a person is supposedly considered inno-
cent until proven guilty. Of course, in the light of the events of the
past several months, it has become obvious that this tenet applies
to the white majority only. Over 600 Muslims and "Middle Eastern
looking" men (whatever that means) have been detained without
a trial. Many Middle Eastern looking people have been taken off
aircraft without any explanation. The lives of these people have
been ruined forever, whether they are proven innocent or not.

Turning the minority groups (who do not have Caucasian fea-
tures and skin color) into scapegoats is nothing new. The intern-
ment of Americans of Japanese descent during the Second World
War is a very good example. We don't hear about the internment
of Americans of German or Polish decent during the same time.
Can we forget the civil right movements of the 1970's and the
assassination of Martin Luther King?

In 1991, after the Desert Storm campaign, when Gen Colin Powell

was asked about the possibility that over 200,000 Iraqis were
killed in that war, his response was "lts really not a number | am
terribly interested in." And when Secretary of State Ms Madeline
Albright was asked whether the fact that more Iraqi children had
died from the Desert Storm campaign than the total number of
people who died in Hiroshima, her reply was "l think this is a very
hard choice, but the price -- we think the price is worth it."

And Her Excellency would like us to believe otherwise?

Mojammal Hossain
Tokyo, Japan

* % %
Thisisin reference to the US ambassador's letter on the DS edito-
rial (November 7). According to her opinion, the campaign of the
USA on Afghanistan is not a western action to punish the people.
Here | want to say that the thousands of people who have fled
away from their own house and are passing their life in a misera-
ble way and as their homes and properties are destroyed by the
USA attack. Isn'tit punishment for them?

You also blamed the Taliban for the humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan since 1996. But it is true that the humanitarian crisis
occurred after USA on Afghanistan imposes the embargo. So the
USAis also responsible for the Afghan humanitarian crisis.

You also quoted that the US attack has focused only on the Al-
Qaida terrorist network. But my question is why did the US
destroyed hospitals, Red Cross building and residential areas?

You have described about your humanitarian assistance to the
Afghan refugee. The amount you have described is not sufficient
because itis too little to feed all the refugee. On the other hand itis
the duty of the US government because they are responsible for
creating such situation.

You have requested the readers to look more closely in to the
situation. | think they'll reach the conclusion that the attack of
America is illegal because they have failed to provide any evi-
dence of Laden's involvement in the Sepember 11 attack. So this
attack is against humanity and the attack should be stopped
immediately.

MAAwal Khan
LL.B(Hons) 3" year, RU
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