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A first in Bangladesh

Trade Commission of the French Embassy for the first time brings Paris Spring / Summer
2002 Haute Couture collection in Dhaka in March next year

ZIAUL KARIM & AZI1Z AMIRUL

HE glamour and glitz from

the capital of world fash-

ion, Paris, will be on the
ramp in Dhaka in March 2002: This
exciting news was disclosed at a
press conference organised by the
Trade Commission of the French
Embassyon November 12.

The fashion spectacular, to be
held on March 14, 2002 at the Ball
room of Pan Pacific Sonargaon
Hotel, features some of the big
names in contemporary fashion
mainstream such as Paco
Rabanne, John Galliano, Pierre
Balmain, and Jean-Paul Gaultier.
The other fashion Mughals who
will make the event a high profile
one are Lolita Lempicka, Alexan-
der McQueen, Montana, Thierry
Mugler, Sonia Rykiel, Emanuel
Ungaro and Vivienne Westwood.
The ravishing event of beauty
striking an intimate synergy with
fashion statement is a relishing
piece of news for fashion con-
scious people of the cityand as well
as for the people who are associ-
ated with the country's fledgling
fashionindustry.

The Dhaka-Paris catwalk will
also co-feature riches of tradi-
tional and tribal Bangladeshi
weaving and embroidery creating
a great platform for local designers
to take a leaf from their illustrious
counterpart's book. The much-
awaited catwalk at Sonargaon
Hotel will also initiate interaction
between local and guest models
from Paris. The crossing of models
will provide a rare opportunity for
Bangladeshi models to learn the
art of fashion modeling from
Europe's top models.

A foretaste of the animating

sounds of Parisian fashion world
was experienced at the press con-
ference when a video clipping of
the past event, held in New Zea-
land, was screened. Elisabeth
Yearbury, Commercial and
Administrative Attaché at France
Embassy in the city, informed that
the Dhaka event was basically a

sequel to Parisian couture in New
=S

Commission of the Fren

Elisabeth Yearbury: Chief promoter
of the mega-fashion spectacular
dueinMarch 2002

Zealand.

Literally a catalyst to the Paris
Couture that visits Dhaka in
March, Elisabeth Yearbury had
been the initiator of the New Zea-
land fashion extravaganza. Like a
magnet Yearbury pulls the Paris
couture wherever she travels.

Posted in Dhaka early this year,
Yearbury explored the opportunity
that was there to be tapped and
also thought of creating an interac-

designers and models. " If the Paris
designer finds the traditional and
tribal embroidery and weaving of
Bangladesh interesting that would
be the best part of the whole
effort," said fashion aficionado
Yearbury.

Introducing and unveiling the
ideas and motivation behind this
special fashion event to the media,
the press preview was also
attended by Pierre Boédoz, French
Trade Commissioner in Dhaka,
representatives of the two official
sponsors Kazi Zahurul Qyyum of
Emirates and Paul Kirkham of
British American Tobacco.

Yearbury spoke a few words of
gratitude for the guests and
extended her special thanks to the
sponsors and the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel for hosting the
mega-event in city's cultural
landscape. Later on, she briefed
the newsmen about different
perspective of the forthcoming
show that would be introducing
globally renowned designers,
models and their creation to the
fashion connoisseurs of Bangla-
desh.

Giving background information
about the activities of French
Trade Commission in promoting
Parisian fashion outside France,
Yearbury said that she was
involved in bringing glamour and
excitement of Paris as the Deputy
Trade Commissioner in Auckland,
New Zealand in 1995. Auckland
watched in awe as many as a hun-
dred variety of haute couture
collections of various tastes and
designs. The event tasted a
resounding success and two more
similar events took place in New
Zealand and Australia to captivat-
ingaudience.

The Spring/Summer 2002 "Haute Couture” Fashion Show

of French & European Designers

Sponsored by

Oficiml

(From L to R): Paul Kirkham, M.D. of British-American Tobacco, Pierre Boédoz, French Trade Commissioner in Bangladesh, Elisabeth Yearbury, French
Commercial Attache accompanies Kazi Zahurul Qyyum, Sales Manager of Emirates during the press conference at SonargaonHotel on Monday

me", said Yearbury. "I want to
promote new designs and design-
ersinevery corner of the globe".
She seemed to be well aware of
the cultural scenario of Bangla-
desh. Here modern fashion had
always been able to create an
impact on the fashion sensitive
community of the country.
Yearbury said though Bangla-
desh seemed an odd destination

it could be a rewarding experience
for the people of this part of the
world where numerous occasions
of spectacle had brought smiles to
theinhabitantsin the past.

The French Trade Commission
in holding the forthcoming Dhaka
event aims to bring different
designers and models of interna-
tional repute under a single event.
The Commission believes in

European culture among the local
citizens through the event. A suc-
cessful completion of the Summer
/ Spring High Fashion show here
will, expects the organisers, put
Bangladesh in the world fashion
and designing map.

The exotic collection is worth
over a million US dollar and would
present about 100 silhouettes
worn by 12 or more models both

The visiting Spring /Summer
2002 haute couture has been
termed 'fusion fashion' by the
French promoter, who holds high
hopes about designers and models
of Bangladesh. Arrangement of
another press preview, weeks
before the grand event in March
was hinted at by the French repre-
sentatives before rounding off the
press conference.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Berger Young
Painters' Art

Exhibition 2001

Organised by Berger Paints
Bangladesh Limited, the 6th Berger
Young Painters' Art Exhibition 2001
is being held at the Zainul Gallery,
Institute of Fine Arts, University of
Dhaka. The exhibition will continue
everyday from 11:00a.m 7:00 p.m.
till November 17.

Satranji show

Aseven-day exhibition showcasing
traditional mat or satranji is being
held at the Drik gallery. Open for all
from 3-8 pm, the show will run ill
November 17.

Art show

An art exhibition of the Samakal Art
Group is now being held at
Shilpangan  gallery. After the
formation of the group, this is
Shamakal's seventh exhibition.
Open from 10 am to 8 pm, the show
will continue up to November 14.

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh

Aten-day long art exhibition entitled
Contemporary art of Bangladesh-
Trends-2 is now being held at art
gallery of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Dhanmandi. The show features
works of Abdus Satter, Abdus
Shakoor, Abul Barg Alvi, Alak Roy,
Biren Shome, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Hamiduzzaman Khan, Hashi
Chakraborty, KMA Quayyum, Kazi
Giyasuddin, Monsur-ul-Karim,
Nazlee Laila Mansur,
Shahabuddin, Shahid Kabir,

Swapan Chowdhury. Open for all
from 12 to 8 pm, the show runs till
November 17.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road #27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
everyday from 12 noon to 8 pm. till

experience of the sights and . platform for Bangladeshi "Fashion is rather a passion to  for holding a show of such stature, ~ spreading the traditional spirit of ~Bangladeshiand French. November 14.
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