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RECOMMENDATIONS

Ambiguous but daring

Three young artists' exhibit at Goethe Institute

FAvzA HAQ

HEY were young,
experimenting,
adventuring. But they

certainly put out a remarkable
exhibition. Rashid Amin, Maynul
Islam Paul and Shamsul Alam Azad
have come quite a way in their
creative journey in print, painting
and sculpture as was seen in their
recent exhibition at the Goethe
Institut. They have already

established themselves in the mind
of the art enthusiasts. These
modern young artists express what
is there in the innermost recess of
the human psyche.

Rashid says, " The problems
that we face in the print media is
that we don't get the special hand-
made paper that we need for this
work. The other factor that has
hindered our work till recently was
the absence of a machine but now
this is provided by Gallery Chitrak

PrintZ

and Mokhlesur Rahman. I myself
am working at Jessore on a fellow-
ship on etching till December and
there the necessary machine is
provided by Charupit. I hope to
have a solo exhibition of my work
there at Gallery 21in February.

"Prints don't tend to sell. People
wonder if a print is pure art. I don't
think that the fact that my works
are abstract tend to deter buyers as
by now abstracts are no longer a
new concept. Even realistic works
are not being sold that well in the
differentgalleries."

Talking about his experiences in
China as compared to those in
Bangladesh. Rashid says, "While
studying there I found it more
organized as compared to here
where social and political upheav-
als often disrupt ourlives."

Touching on his subject, Rashid
says, " This is a continuation of my
work on nature as seen in my ear-
lier solo exhibition at the Goethe
Institut. I present my theme in an
abstract manner. I have used a lot
of black as I have been influenced
by the back lines of Chinese callig-
raphy. If I don't use balck I can't
express my innermost thoughts."

Paul says about his career with
stones, wood blocks and cement,
"After having done a foundation
course for two years from Rajshahi
I found a seat in the sculpture
department at the Institute of Fine
Arts and this led me to my present
preoccupation with tree trunks,
boulders and cement."

Talking about whether he finds
it difficult to get his materials, Paul
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says, " Since I mostly work with
wood it is easy enough to get my
raw materials. I work with all types
of wood, both expensive and
cheap. I get this from Shem Bazaar
and my home in Gaibandha. I try to
shape the wood into forms such as
a comb or a plough which have
been seen at my last solo exhibi-
tion at Alliance Francaise gallery.
In the present exhibition you find
wood, metal, stone and cement. I
prefer wood to all other materials
as when you carve it you feel you
are travelling from darkness to
light. The sense of creation is very
satisfying. As for my metal work I
do the casting in Tejgaong and
Dholikhal where normally motor
parts are made. This iron piece cost
me Tk 400 when a brass piece
would have touched me for Tk
2000.I only go in for brass when I
have saved up enough."

Giving his reasons for trying
different sculpture mediums, Paul
says, " Iam most at ease with wood
but I try my hand at others
although those materials are diffi-
cultto get by. In some ways you can
say there isn't much work in sculp-
ture in our country except in cases
like the works of Hamiduzzaman
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have retained the original form of
the wood bringing in the eyes and
nose of a face . In the cement piece
you see the form of a table where
people tend to gather to discuss
their thoughts and ideas. The gray
cement and powder dust gives it
the tones. In the zinc composition
once again you come across the
seated, pensive, meditating figure.
This solid cubist form is in shades
of brown and gold. It is true that
there is not much sale of sculpture
in Bangladesh but this has not
deterred me from holding three

solo exhibits."

Azad says about his paintings, "
My works deal with nature. When I
was I child I used to be fascinated

by different aspects of nature and I
often found myself contemplating
on them. I used to take different
scenes from around me, patch
them together in my imagination
and lose myself in some fictitious
game in this new environment of
trees, lakes, fields and flowers.
Thus nature occupied a major part
of my thinking process. When 1
joined the Fine Arts department, I
enjoyed doing landscapes from
nature with major use of green.
When I got an award for '90 it was
for a close up study of gourd leaves

though we have tried little to pro-
tect nature and in fact have gone
outofway to destroyit. Idon't want
to capture the obvious scenic
beauties but phenomena such as
the resting of a seed in a bed of
earth and then growing up receiv-
inglight, water and air. Today if you
feel the impact of nature in my
paintings it is hoped that lost
nature is preserved in these
works."

Taking about why his works are
abstract, Azad says, " Our thoughts
are abstract and so is knowledge. If
I'want to present the inner strength
and depth of nature along with my
imagination and this can best be
expressed in non figurative repre-
sentations. My subjects bring in
skies, masses of water and
expanses of land. Lines have been
broughtin to divide the images and

denote the speed of life apart from
bringing in light and shadow, and
elements such as water droplets
and pebbles."”

Speaking about artists who have
influenced him, Azad says, "
Abstract painters in Bangladesh
often present nature as in the case
of Kibria and Rafiqun Nabi whom I
admire. At one time I used to like
Turner very much. However, I have
not tried to imitate them. I do not
keep my mind on buyers when I
paint. I don't have much sale but
that doesn't bother me. Teaching
bringsin the essential income thatI
need. Commissioned work supple-
ments that earning. I treasure my
independence."

All the three artists share abond
arising from their thirst of reaching
out for the universal in terms of
visual expression.

Classical Indian
music

Atwo-day, November 12-13, Indian
classical vocal and instrumental
music programme begins at
National Museum Auditorium at 7 in
the evening everyday. Noted tabla
player Mallar Ghosh and leading
vocalist Shantanu Bhattacharyya
will perform on the opening day
while Purbayan Chatterjee will give
asitar recital on the following day.

Satranji show

Aseven-day exhibition showcasing
traditional mat or satranji is being
held at the Drik gallery. Open for all
from 3-8 pm, the show will run till

November 17.

Art show

An art exhibition of the Samakal Art
Group is now being held at
gallery. After the
formation of the group, this is
Shamakal's seventh exhibition.
Open from 10 am to 8 pm, the show
will continue up to November 14.

Shilpangan

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh

Aten-day long art exhibition entitled
Contemporary art of Bangladesh-
Trends-2 is now being held at art

gallery of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Dhanmandi. The show features
works of Abdus Satter, Abdus
Shakoor, Abul Barg Alvi, Alak Roy,

Biren Shome, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Hamiduzzaman Khan, Hashi
Chakraborty, KMA Quayyum, Kazi
Monsur-ul-Karim,
Nazlee Laila Mansur,
Shahid Kabir,
Swapan Chowdhury. Open for all
from 12 to 8 pm, the show runs till

Giyasuddin,

Shahabuddin,

November 17.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's

work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road #27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
everyday from 12 noon to 8 pm. till

Khan, Alok Roy and Shamim Sikdar
K and later on my masters classes I

had even more freedom to work on
my favourite theme.

"Today I present the balance
and strength of the plants and trees
around me. I realize thatitis nature

Elaborating on his work, Paul
says, " In 'Silent discourse' you can
trace the head and body of a medi-
tating human form seated on a
mound. In 'Silent discourse 6' I
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Silent Discourse by Paul

Shamsul Alam Azad Maynul Islam Paul Rashid Amin that has kept man alive even November 14.
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