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The Baily Star

A treat for gourmets

Curtain falls on Korea Week with an exotic Korean Food Festival,
held on November 9 in the city, revealing the soothing aroma

and taste of the
Z1IAUL KARIM AND AZIZ AMIRUL
I was in the air, the tinkle
of the fork and spoon
and the buzz from the tables
laid out on the lush green lawn
of the Korean ambassador's
residence in city provided a
great setting for the Korean
food festival and a nice orches-

tration to the grand finale of the
Korea Week.

The samulnori or the tradi-
tional Korean singing and
dancing performed on the
occasion garnished the Korean
Food Festival to perfection.

Over the past one-week
Dhaka had experienced the
cultural riches of Korea begin-
ning from November 4 and
climaxing with the traditional
culinary delights on November

HE approaching winter

Organised by the Korean
Embassy and co-sponsored by
the Ministries of Information,
Cultural Affairs and The Daily
Star, the Korea Week was first
of its kind in the cultural scene

peninsula

of Bangladesh providing a
unique opportunity for all to
discover the nuances and
riches of Korean culture.

The week began with an art
exhibition of leading Korean
painter Professor Lee Doo-shik
atBangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy gallery on November 4
followed by a three-day
Korean Film Festival at
Mohakhali BRAC Center, and a
Korean speech contest and
Samulnori / Taekwondo show
at the Osmany Memorial Hall,
a Korean merchandise exhibi-
tion at Sonargaon Hotel,

Oriental arts of Tackwondo and Samulnor

enthrall Bangladeshi audience

An important ingredient of the just-held Korea Week, speech
contest of Korean language and shows of Taekwondo and
Samulnori held at the Osmani Memorial Hall amid enthusiasm

TAWFIQUE ALI

E live in an age with
remarkable inflow of
cultural elements from

oneland to the other. Culture of the
modern day world enjoys an unre-
stricted access beyond the border.

"Cultural interaction and
exchange is a very conducive way
to enhance mutual understanding
and strengthen bilateral ties
between two nations," Korean
Ambassador to Bangladesh Young-
Jo Jung made the remark while
talking to The Daily Star on the
occasion of Korean speech contest
and musical and martial art shows

e
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Classical Indian
music

Atwo-day, November 12-13, Indian
classical vocal and instrumental
music programme begins at
National Museum Auditorium at 7 in
the evening everyday. Noted tabla
player Mallar Ghosh and leading

cherishing its tradition, heritage
and richness of culture can not
qualify in the ultimate test of civili-
sation." He appreciated different
aspects of Korean martial art
known as Taekwondo.

Korea is proud of her age-old
own cultural heritage and distin-
guished cultural potential. The
significance of the event of Korea
Week is that such comprehensive
extravaganza of Korean culture is
first ever in Bangladesh since the
establishment of diplomatic ties
between these two countries in
1973.

In his introductory remark

uniqueness of rhythm tempo and
technique of this musical show
moved all irrespective of their
cultural affinity. Samulnori is
musical composition made up of
instrumental tunes and beatings at
a varied notations produced along
with dance. It is played at the new
year's greeting, at the weddin
ceremony, during harvest festival.
Throughout the ages, instruments
like 'Kkwaenggare' and 'pungmul'
had been indispensable part of
Koreans lives even in battles or
funerals. Traditional and folk
ceremonies feature Samulnori as
an essential part.

Fourteen contestants took part

vocalist Shantanu Bhattacharyya
will perform on the opening day
while Purbayan Chatterjee will give
asitar recital on the following day.

Satranji show

Aseven-day exhibition showcasing
traditional mat or satranji will be
held at Drik gallery beginning today.
Open for all from 3-8 pm, the show

will run till November 17.

Art show

onNov. 8.
Full to the brim, the audience's

in the Korean speech contest first
ever competition of its kind in
Bangladesh. A panel of three

An art exhibition of the Samakal Art
Group is now being held at

November 5-8, gave the variety
the Korea

and

diversity of

Week.

Madame Jung, wife of the
Ambassador of Korea, pre-

enthusiasm for Korean traditional
art and culture went unbound
virtually acclaiming Korean art

Mouth-watering and wonderfully decorated Domihoe Chungpo nuk, a
Korean dish of awhole carp fish

exponents and organisers alike.
The occasion opened with the
passage of some congratulatory
remarks and points made by dis-

Korean language experts were
present to judge the learners lan-
guage competence. Out of fourteen
participants one came out as the
best speaker while six others
received consolation prize.

Shilpangan
formation of the group, this is
Shamakal's seventh exhibition.
Open from 10 am to 8 pm, the show
will continue up to November 14.

gallery. After the

sented a song on the conclud-
ing evening of the week before
a select guests. The vocal per-
formance was a surprising gift
for the guests who enjoyed the
entire evening in superb
moods of joviality and plea-
sure. There were also some fine
presentation of traditional
Korean dance and music punc-

tuated in between dinner.

A wide variety of Korean
dishes including fish, vegeta-
ble, and chicken broadened
the choice of the guests.
Kimchi, one of the most
favourite items among the
Koreans, found a foremost
place at the food festival. Bae
choo (cabbage), Moo (radish)
and O-Pee (cucumber) were
included in the menu of
Kimchi with the mentioned
vegetable being submerged in
gravy and syrup of various
spicy ingredients ! The well-
decorated item of Kimchi
pulled the guests with its
attractive red gravy alongside
with green and olive prepara-
tions of the cucumber and
cabbage. A large carp-shaped
fish was lying upon one of the
front-line tables with an
inscription of Domihoe /
Chungpo nuk. Japchai /
Goonmandu, NAMUL / O-Yee
/ Suk-joo were some other
varieties of dish. Special dishes
like Hoosig / Chapssal twi givi /
chapssl Choen byung also

and pork took the attention of
the majority of food connois-
seurs present near the tables.

Bibimbap and Gimbap, two
of the more common special-
ities of Korea, got their respec-
tive shares among the plates of
the guests as the former one
turned out to be 'meal in a
bowl'. Bibimbap featured an
artful layered arrangement of
vegetable, eggs and meat with
sauce over rice. Since ages, it
had been a representative dish
of southwestern Jeolia-do
Provinces, famed for their
intricate art, culture and exotic
cuisine. Gimbap, on the other
hand, seemed more to be a
snackrather than anitem ofthe
main course. It was too, a mix-
ture like its cousin Bibimbap,
but also a square bamboo
rolling mat with 8 to 10 sheets
ofsea-weed!

The taste of the food and an
encounter of the rich cultural
heritage of Korea will no doubt
remain fresh in our collective
memory for a long time to

tinguished guests and dignitaries.

Organised by Embassy of the
Republic of Korea and Co-
sponsored by the Bangladesh
Ministry of Information, Korean
Community and The Daily Star,
this episode of the week presented
a synthesis of cross-cultural events
including Korean folk music,
traditional martial art, Korean
speech contest and Monipuri
dance of Bangladesh. The organis-
ers meant such cultural co-
performance to manifest amity
and friendly bondage between the
two nations.

Information Minister Dr Abdul
Moyeen Khan made an impressive
note glorifying Bangladesh's ties
with the Korea since the former's
emergence as a sovereign nation.
"Korea Festival will significantly
enhance the ties between the two
countries. The kind of message the
Festival is conveying will help
broaden mutual co-operation at
various spheres. Despite having
political unrest, Korea has made
tremendous economic progress.
We can draw and apply instances
of socio-economic development
from Koran success," Dr Moyeen
remarked. He underscored the
necessity and justification of cul-
tural progression alongside that of
economy, saying, "though eco-

Manipuri dance presented by
TamannaRahman and her troupe

president of the expatriate Korean
community in Bangladesh, Kim
Hwan Kyum said, "We began to
come to Bangladesh during 1970s.
After twenty-eight years of our
diplomatic mission we are now
having biggest ever cultural extrav-
aganza. This is an epoch making
event. People of the two countries
Korea and Bangladesh have many
similarities in different respects.
Koreans are industrious, diligent
and hardworking. So are
Bangladeshis. Koreans are very
fond of games and sports. So are
Bangladeshis. Koreans cherish
their culture and heritage, so do
Bangladeshis."

Cultural shows began with

Taekwondo show enthralled the
audience most, producing excite-
ment and wonderment. Two thou-
sand years old Korean martial art,
Taekwondo is an art of self-
defence. Though similar to other
martial arts in some aspects,
Taekwondo emphasises on the use
of legs and feet through powerful
kicks. Experts of this art have mani-
fested their acrobatic skills break-
ing boards ten feet above the
ground or hitting multiple targets
inmid-air. AKorean national sport,
Taekwondo has rapidly spread
over many foreign countries
because of its focus on the develop-
ment and discipline of both the
body and the mind. Adopted as a
regular event in the tenth Asian
Games, some thirty million people
practise this sportin more than one
hundred and forty countries.

Two folk dance sequences
showed glimpses of Korea's cul-
tural tradition and heritage.

Manipuri dance, one of the
Bangladeshi classical dance forms,
was staged by Tamanna Rahman
along with her troupe. Titled
"Goshthe Leela" the day's
sequence portrayed an episode of
young Krishna. The demon
Bakashur attacks Krishna while
playing with his friends in the field.
Good wins over evil when Krishna

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh

Aten-day long art exhibition entitled
Contemporary art of Bangladesh-
Trends-2 is now being held at art
gallery of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Dhanmandi. The show features
works of Abdus Satter, Abdus
Shakoor, Abul Barg Alvi, Alak Roy,
Biren Shome, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Hamiduzzaman Khan, Hashi
Chakraborty, KMA Quayyum, Kazi
Giyasuddin, Monsur-ul-Karim,
Nazlee Laila Mansur,
Shahabuddin, Shahid Kabir,
Swapan Chowdhury. Open for all
from 12 to 8 pm, the show runs till

November 17.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road #27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
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