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Socceroos relishing the prospect

@ Football

AFP, Melbourne

Australia will be aiming to complete a
unique double when they take on
World Cup holders and European
champions France in a friendly inter-
national at the Melbourne Cricket
Ground on Sunday evening.

The Australians, who are using the
match to prepare for a series of crucial
World Cup play-off games later in the
month, beat an under-strength
French side 1-0 in the Confederations
CupinJunethisyear.

No team has beaten the French
twice since they became world cham-
pionsonhomesoilin 1998.

Coach Roger Lemerre is treating
the Australians with respect this time
around, having named a full-strength
squad apart from Bayern Munich duo
Bixente Lizarazu and Willy Sagnol,
who have club commitments, and the
injured Youri Djorkaeff.

Late injuries to striker Thierry
Henry and midfielder Emmanuel Petit
- replaced by Nicolas Anelka and Alain
Boghossian - have slightly depleted
France but Lemerre still has an
immensely powerful 20-man squad
from which to name his starting side.

"We do not underestimate Austra-
lia's game at all," Lemerre told local
reporters. "Australia has a very com-
petitive team with alot of quality."

Goalkeeper Fabien Barthez has
dismissed the match as "ridiculous”
because of the travel involved, but
Lemerre knows his team needs match
practice after having automatically
qualified for next year's World Cup in
South Korea and Japan as defending
champions.

"We have come here to win,"
Lemerre said. "We are taking this
match veryseriouslyindeed."

Buthelaughed at talk of revenge for
the Confederations Cup loss, saying:
"This is a different match with differ-
entplayers."

Midfielder Zinedine Zidane, argu-
ably the best player in the world,
agreed.

"Australia are trying to make a
name for themselves," he said. "Good
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Australian football coach Frank Farina (L) and French coach Roger Lemerre shake hands before a press conference

in Melbourne yesterday.

for them, but for France it is just
another game."

The tyranny of distance means
Australian coach Frank Farina israrely
able to get his full squad together. The
vast majority of the Socceroos play in
Europe - and their clubs are often
reluctant torelease them.

The Australians will face the fifth
team from the South American quali-
fying group - either Uruguay, Brazil or
Colombia - for a place in the World
Cup for only the second time.

Farina sees the French game as
being a crucial warm-up for those
matches, bringing togther players like
Leeds United duo Mark Viduka and
Harry Kewell, Feyenoord star Brett
Emerton and Middlesbrough players
Mark Schwarzer and Paul Okon.

Kewell has played only 100 minutes
for the national team over the past two
years.

"It is difficult to gel quickly," said
Viduka. "One of the bad things about
playing for Australia is that you don't
getthat many times to play together.

"We are going to have to do our best
and get some sort of organisation

going.

"We've been second-class citizens
for a while, but by winning this game
and qualifying for the World Cup we
can gain somerespect."

Australia have also been hit by
injuries with Blackburn defender
Lucas Neill and his replacement, West
Ham's Hayden Foxe, both pulling out.
Norwegian-based Clayton Zane, who
scored the winner against France in
the Confederations Cup, was given a
late call-up.

Australia's build-up has also been
damaged by an on-going row between
the players and the federation, Soccer
Australia, over payments and bonus
deals.

Astrike threat appears to have been
averted but the Australian players are
reported by the local media to be
furious with the officials.

"For three years we've been playing
for minimal amounts because we
sympathise with Soccer Australia's
financial predicament," said striker
John Aloisi, who plays for Spanish side
Osasuna. "We are only asking for a

small amount in the overall scheme of
things."

Australia are a team in form with
seven wins from their last 10 matches,
although an under-strength squad
lost 3-0 to Japan in their last outing in
Shizuokain August.

France'slast trip abroad resulted in
a2-1lossto Chile, a side that has failed
to qualify for the next World Cup.
Lemerre will be anxious to avoid a
repeat.

Early on Saturday, over 70,000
tickets had been sold, Soccer Australia
said.

LIKELY TEAMS

Australia: Mark Schwarzer; Kevin
Muscat, Craig Moore, Shaun Murphy,
Tony Vidmar; Brett Emerton, Paul
Okon (capt), Josip Skoko, Harry
Kewell; Mark Viduka, Paul Agostino

France: Fabien Barthez; Lilian
Thuram, Marcel Desailly (capt), Frank
Leboeuf, Vincent Candela; Robert
Pires, Patrick Vieira, Zinedine Zidane
(capt), Claude Makelele, Christophe
Dugarry; David Trezegeut.

Players give
thumbs-up to
strike action

AFP, London

Members of the English
Professional Footballers'
Association (PFA) voted over-
whelmingly in favour of strike
action on Friday.

Ninety-nine percent of players
in England backed a strike in
response to the refusal of football
authorities to guarantee them five
percent of the income received
from television deals.

But PFA chief executive Gordon
Taylor said he was hopeful of
avoiding industrial action if the
football authorities backed down.

"We have one month to decide
when to give notice of action or
commence action," Taylor told a
press conference in Manchester.

"We could do a deal today if they
respond to our request. We don't
feel we are being difficult. We feel
weare beingfair.

"We feel very firm in our belief.
The PFA has its members and we
negotiate for its members," he
added.

The PFA argue that five percent
is the figure they have received in
broadcasting fees since the 1950s.
That income is required to help

ROK rise to

the occasion
AFP, Seoul

Two second-half goals in three min-
utes saw Republic of Korea launch the
150-million-dollar Seoul World Cup
football stadium in winning fashion as
theybeat Croatia 2-0 here on Saturday.

Choi Tai Uk struck in the 63rd
minute with a fiercly hit shot just
outside the area to put the South
Koreans in front and three minutes
later Kim Nam Il rose above the
Croatian defence to met a corner from
Lee Chun Soo to make it 2-0 and send
the fansinto a frenzy.

Croatian keeper Tomislav Butina
managed to getahand to Kim's header
but could only look on in horror as it
looped over him and slipped in under
thebar.

But despite South Korea's win
Dutch coach Guus Hiddink is unlikely
to get much comfort fromit.

For most of the game his team
struggled to match the understrength
Croatia's who simply closed down the
midfield for large stretches on the
match.

Croatian stars Alen Boksic, Robert
Prosinecki, Robert Kovac and Igor
Tudor were not even included in the
squad to make the trip to Korea and
Davor Suker, who did make the long
flight was not even get to sit on the subs
bench.

'Bring back Romario'

$) KOREAJPAN

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

The furore caused by Brazil's defeat to
Bolivia has led to widespread calls for
the immediate return of 1994 World
Cup star Romario to the national team
ahead of their final group qualifier next
week.

"In decisive moments the little one
(Romario) used to pop up and save the
country's skin," said one headline here
Friday as the only country to have
qualified for every World Cup mulled
over its potentail absence from the 2002
showpiece.

Brazil's hopes of qualifying for the
2002 World Cup in Japan and South
Korea hit a new low after the former
triple world champions went down 3-1
inLaPazonWednesday.

Although Brazil sit fourth in their
qualifying group, fears of dropping to
fifth place - which would force Brazil
into an unprecedented two-legged
qualifying play-off, against Australia -
have led many to call for veteran
Romario to be included in coach Luis

Felipe Scolari's plans.

Romario, 35, has been out of the
team for some time but is currently the
top goalscorer in the Brazilian league -
which has not gone unnoticed in the
countrywhichis findingithard torevive
the goalscoring form of the golden
years.

ROMARIO

Going in the veteran's favour is the
memory of his performance during the
1994 World Cup qualifiers when he was
called up to bolster a struggling Brazil
side.

He then went on to become the star
of that tournament where Brazil
claimed their fourth World Cup title.

Romario's call-to-arms was met
with the cool-headed delivery of a late
rescue package - in the decisive quali-
fier against Uruguay, he scored two vital
goals to seal victory and qualification.

His cause has even been taken up by
the governor of the state of Maranhao
where Brazil will host Venezuela in their
final group qualifier on November 14.

"The national team needs someone
who can score goals, and Romario
scores goals. He is loved by all of the
supporters," said Roseana Sarney.

Jairzinho, who was world champion
with Brazil in 1970, joined the chorus of
players and supporters alike for
Romario's return: "Romario is still the
best forward we have who zcan score
goals."

Scolari, meanwhile, is under grow-
ing pressure to deliver and was roundly
criticised by Brazilian Federation (CBF)
caretaker president Alfredo Nunes.

"WhatIseenin La Paz was unbeliev-
able. A coach who doesn't have the
courage to replace Rivaldo, that's just
notright."

'We have to play as if this
were the World Cup final'

$) KORERJAN

INTERNET, Rio de Janeiro

After having to swallow the bitter pill of
the 3 - 1 defeat at the hands of a medio-
cre Bolivia, a result that has postponed
the all-important qualification for the
2002 World Cup finals next year, the
Brazilian national team returns to work
this Friday with the single aim of
beating Venezuela next Wednesday in
Sao Luis in the last World Cup qualifier.

The players and Technical
Commission are already at Granja
Comari in Teresopolis, where training
began on Friday afternoon.

And if the pressure for an obligatory
victory next Wednesday were not
enough, a new factor has had to be
taken into account in the run up to the
deciding game: the almost illogical
ascension of the Venezuelan team. The
team more known for its role as a work
out bag in South American games, has
inexplicably and surprisingly found a
streak of good form in the last few
rounds of the World Cup qualifiers.
After beating Uruguay, Chile and Peru,
Venezuela went one better and
defeated the excellent Paraguay 3 1in
theirlastgame.

Although downhearted after the
loss to Bolivia, the Brazilian team
knows that it will have to work hard to
beat Venezuela. The spirit is all for one
and one for all in this last dramatic

conclusion to a mixed campaign so far
in the qualifying rounds. If Juninho
Paulista said that the team is united,
Ronaldinho Gaticho went one step
further: "We have to play as if this were
the World Cup final."

In the midst of the melancholy

RONALDINHO GAUCHO

surrounding the deflated Brazilian
team after theloss in La Paz, atleast two
items of good news have helped to lift
the players' spirits.

Scolari will have both Luizao and
Roberto Carlos for the decisive game
next Wednesday. Both players passed a
fitness test after ultrasound exams and
can take partin trainingas normal.

Schnyder
dethrones

Kremer
AFP, pattaya

Patty Schnyder overcame defending
champion Anne Kremer of
Luxembourg on Friday to line up a
place in the semifinals of the WTA
tournament in Pattaya against
RossanadellosRios.

Seventh-seeded Schnyder won 6-
3, 6-4, while Paraguay's number eight
seed de los Rios ended the run of
gallant qualifier Hsieh Su-Wei with a
1-6, 6-3, 6-4 victory.

The other semi-final will pit sec-
ond seed Henrieta Nagyova of
Slovakia against Tatiana Poutchek of
Belarus. Nagyova defeated South
African qualifier Leizel Huber 6-4, 6-3,
and Poutchek upset fifth seeded
Russian and 2000 runner-up Tatiana
Panova6-2, 6-3.

Switzerland's Schnyder, who was
once ranked eight in the world but is
now struggling to stay in the top 50,
managed to show a few flashes of her
old form as she dismissed an erratic
Kremer. The defending champion's
serve was unreliable and she overhit
too many of her groundstrokes to
seriously trouble Schnyder.

"I'veimproved my game alotsince
'98 (when she was ranked in the top
10) but sometimes I don't bring it on
the court. I have problems playing as
well as I do in practice," said
Schnyder, who enjoyed considerable
support from the large number of
Swiss and German spectators.

India's tour tie
Opening day
rained off

REUTERS, East London

The first day of the four day tour match
between South Africa A and India in
East London on Saturday was aban-
doned without a ball being bowled due
to overnightrain.

Meanwhile reports from New Delhi
say, uncapped Ajay Ratra has been
named as standby wicketkeeper
following the withdrawal of Sameer
Dighe from India's tour of South Africa.

"We have got Ratra in mind. We are
keeping him as standby," India's chief
of selectors Chandu Borde said from
the western city of Pune on Saturday.

Dighe, the first-choice
wicketkeeper for the three-Test series,
suffered back spasms on the morning
of the first Test in Bloemfontein last
Saturday.

He was replaced by debutant Deep
Dasgupta as India lost the match by
nine wickets.

Dighe will return home without
having played a game after doctors told
him he might not recover for the
remainder of the series.

Ratra played a key role in India's
under-19 World Cup triumph in Sri
Lanka earlylast year.

"We will send him only if the team
management asks, in case of an emer-
gency," Borde added.

The second Test in Port Elizabeth
starts on November 16 while the final
Test begins in Centurion on November
23.

Gayle's century

in drawn match
AFP, Matara

West Indian opener Chris Gayle
slammed a superb 120 against Sri
Lanka A on a rain-curtailed third and
final day of a warm-up game, which
ended inadrawhere on Saturday.

The West Indies, resuming at 134
for no loss, reached 241-2 in their first
innings in reply to their opponents'
269.

Just 35 overs were possible due to
rain on the last day of the tourists'
practice match before the first Test
against Sri Lanka, starting at Galle on
Tuesday.

Gayle, 96 overnight, made the most
of the opportunity as he completed his
10th first-class century in the day's
fifth over with a bounday off leg-
spinner Kaushal Lokuarachchi.

The 22-year-old left-hander domi-
nated the home team's attack with a
wide range of strokes, hitting 20 fours
inhis 119-ballknock before retiring.

He put on 173 for the opening
wicket with Daren Ganga, who scored
54 off 197 balls with six fours to provide
valuable support.

Ramnaresh Sarwan also gained
batting practice ahead of the first Test,
scoringan unbeaten 39.

Rain had also hit the tourists' first
game at Colombo last week, washing
outplay on thelast two days.
BRIEFSCORES
SRILANKA A: 269 (H Tillakaratne 86, I
Daniel 62; D Ramnarine 4-54, C
Hooper2-32)

WEST INDIES: 241-2 (C Gayle 120
retired, D Ganga 54, R Sarwan 39 not
out)
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It was later learnt that the right-
handerhad made a good bargain with
the tourists during the lunch interval.
It was not new for country's lone one-
day centurion. He had earlier con-
ducted the same business transac-
tion during Bangladesh's tour of
Zimbabwe in April.

TIMELY START

Atlast playbegan exactlyat9.45in the
morning after two consecutive days.

On the opening day on Thursday
the match began after one-and-a-
half-hour delay because of a soggy
pitch. And the next day play started 15
minutes before schedule. That was
done to make up for lost time the
earlier day.

However, the day's proceedings
yesterday got off to a belligerent start
as Heath Streak drove Monjurul's
third ball through the covers for four.
The flow of boundaries continued in
the second over as well when Travis
Friend struck two consecutive fours
off Kowshik.

ATHARAGAIN

Athar Alj, the ex-Bangladesh opening
batsman paid another visit to the
Bangabandhu National Stadium on
Saturday.

Asked whether Al Shahriar
deserved to be playing at the top of
the innings, Athar replied: " Let him
have another chance in the second
Test.

"He has opened an innings only
for the second time today. So, I think
it is too early to make yet another
changeatthetop."

However, he felt that Mohammed
Ashraful was best suited at number
Six.

"If T was a selector I would not
have promoted him as an opener,
rather he needs to be left in the mid-
dle-order perhaps at number six in
the order, " opined the stylish right-
hander.

Rain after Gilchrist ton

'/Q/'/~

Cricket

AFP, Brisbane

Steve Waugh gave Adam Gilchrist his
head to reach his fourth Test century
before declaring Australia's first
innings and setting after victory
against New Zealand in the first cricket
Testhere Saturday.

Gilchrist was on 98 at lunch amid
expectations of an imminent declara-
tion but he reappeared after the
adjournment and plundered a further
20 runs before he was caught by substi-
tute fieldsman Lou Vincent off Chris
Cairnsfor118.

Gilchristand Jason Gillespie (20 not
out) came immediately from the field
as skipper Waugh declared at 486 for
nine.

The Australians had 6.4 overs to
bowl at the Kiwi openers, Mark
Richardson (10) and Matthew Bell (6),
before rain yet again sent the players
from the field at 1.48pm local. Play was
officially abandoned by the umpires at
4.14pm (0614 GMT).

The New Zealanders were 29
without loss with the only anxious
moment in their 35 minutes at the
crease coming when Richardson on
one should have been run out only for
Brett Lee's wild throw from point to fly
over the head of Justin Langer, who
was standing over the stumps.

Weather interruptions have carved
huge chunks of play out of the first
Test. Only 18.4 overs were possible in
the 86 minutes of play Saturday follow-
ing29 overs on Friday's second day.

Despite the time lost match offi-
cials bizarrely still insisted on schedul-
ing the routine lunch break after just 30
minutes of play Saturday.

The Kiwis' first objective, if allowed
by the weather, is to pass the 286
follow-on target to prevent Australia's
push for victory with just two days left
toplay.

Rain looks set to be Australia's
obstacle to their quest to extend an
unbeaten record of 12 successive Tests
athome and two years withouta draw.

Australia, who have won 20 and lost
three of the last 23 Tests, last had a

draw against Sri Lanka in Colombo in
September 1999.

Gilchrist, who came to the crease
with Australia wobbling at 260 for five
on Thursday after being 224 without
loss, shared in his seventh century
stand, this time 135 with Brett Lee for
the eighth wicket to take the Test out of
New Zealand's reach.

Gilchrist, the most lethal No.7
batsman in world cricket, smashed his

ADAM GILCHRIST...118

118 off 158 balls with 17 fours and a six.

He now averages 53.77 in his 23rd
Test since his debut here against
Pakistan two years ago.

When he was caught in the deep,
Gilchrist became Cairns' fifth wicket of
the innings. It was the 11th time in
Tests Cairns has taken five wickets in
aninnings.

Australia's hopes of an early break-
through before the onset of rain were
dashed by paceman Glenn McGrath's
struggle to find his rhythm, often being
no-balled for over-stepping.

The third day's play got underway
30 minutes before the scheduled lunch
interval after attempts to make up for
lost time over Friday's interruptions
were thwarted by rain.

Brett Lee added one to his over-
night score of 60 before he appeared
unfortunate to be given out caught
behind by Adam Parore off Cairns in
the day's second over.

Australian umpire Daryl Harper,
who admitted he erred in turning
down an lbw appeal on centurion
Justin Langer in the opening over of the
Test Thursday by Cairns, gave Lee out
when television replays suggested the
ball missed the No.9'sbatand glove.
Lee was one run short of his highest
Test score of 62 not out scored in last
year's corresponding Gabba Test
against the WestIndies.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard after the third day of the
first cricket Test between Australia and
New Zealand at the Gabba on
Saturday:

AUSTRALIA: First innings (overnight
435-7)

Langer c Vettorib McMillan 104
HaydencRichardsonb Cairns 136
Ponting c Vettorib Cairns 5
MWaughlbwb Astle 0
S Waugh c Paroreb McMillan 3

Martyn c Vettorib McMillan 4
Gilchristc (sub) Vincentb Cairns 118
Warne c Sinclair b Cairns 22
Lee cParoreb Cairns 61

Gillespie not out 20
Extras: (Ib-4, w-1,nb-8) 13

Total: (For9wkts decl, 131 overs) 486
Fall of wickets: 1-224, 2-233, 3-235, 4-
256,5-260,6-263,7-302, 8-437,9-486

Bowler O M R W
Cairns 37 8 146 5
Nash 30 6 93 0
O'Connor 17.2 4 67 0
Vettori 13.4 0 65 0
Astle 19 7 46 1
McMillan 14 1 65 3
NEW ZEALAND: Firstinnings
Richardsonnotout 10
Bellnotout 6
Extras: (Ib-5,nb-8) 13
Total: (For nowkt, 6.4 overs) 29

To bat: Mathew Sinclair, Stephen
Fleming, Nathan Astle, Craig
McMillan, Chris Cairns, Adam Parore,
Dion Nash, Daniel Vettori, Shayne
O'Connor.

Bowler 0O M R W
McGrath 3.4 1 19 0
Gillespie 3 2 5 0

Umpires: Steve Bucknor (WI), Daryl
Harper (Aus).

Russia storm into final

IO Tennis

AFP, Madrid

Russia booked their spotin the Fed Cup
final here on Friday, defeating France
to secure their third consecutive win
and an unbeatable lead in their Pool B
of women's team tennis tournament.

The young Russians proved that
they could give a top performance
without pin-up Anna Kournikova who
was left out of the squad because of
poor form.

Elena Dementieva defied three
power failures during her tie against
Amelie Mauresmo to put Russia in line
for a first Fed Cup title after Nadia
Petrova overcame early nerves to
defeat France's Sandrine Testud 6-7, 6-
4,6-4.

It was the first win of Dementieva,
20, over 2l-year-old Mauresmo in
three meetings, and she came away 6-
3,0-6,6-4 winnerin just under 2hrs.

In the final Russia meet the winner
of Saturday's tie between Belgium and
Spain, who are both top of Pool A with
two wins each, after defeating Australia
and Germany respectively Friday.

After trailing in the first set
Mauresmo swept through the second
and rallied from 3-0 down in the third
to equalise. But the Frenchwoman
double faulted twice while serving in
the ninth game allowing Dementieva
to break back for 5-4. The Russian
served out the tie on her third match
point.

Nathalie Tauziat and Virginie
Razzano pulled awin back for France in
the late doubles match defeating Elena
Likhovtseva and Elena Bovina 7-6, 6-1.

"I think it was very tough to win
today," admitted Dementieva.

"It was freezing and their were
some problems with the lights. It's
always tough to come back on the court
andwarmup."

Petrova, 19, added that they would
prefer to meet Belgium than home
favourites Spain on Sunday.

"I play pretty well against (Justine)
Henin. It would be tough playing Spain
here. With everyone cheering for them
I'd probably go deaf afterwards," joked
the Russian.

Belgium are favourites after Kim

i

ELENA DEMENTIEVA

Clijsters and Henin gave yet another
flawless display against Australia, who
had already been eliminated from the
competition.

Henin, the world number seven,
overcame Rachel McQuillan to take her
match 7-5, 6-0 in 65 minutes and
Clijsters sealed the win, brushing aside
AliciaMolik 6-3, 6-3 injust 56min.

World number five Clijsters then
came back on court with Els Callen to
down McQuillan and Molik 6-4, 6-2 in

justoveran hourin the doubles.

"We're now at the door of the
finals," said Henin.

"We really want to get into the final
and win the Fed Cup. We'll give every-
thingwe've got."

But leading rivals Spain were made
to fight before veteran campaigner
Aranxta Sanchez-Vicario spearheaded
a 2-1 revival which eliminated last-
minute guests Germany from the
tournament.

In the process Sanchez-Vicario, 29,
equalled the record for Fed Cup singles
wins of 45 held by Czechoslovakian
Helena Sukova since the mid-1980s,
which she can surpass on Saturday.

She also equalled Briton Virginia
Wade's overall record of 66 singles and
doubles matches won, which she can
also overtake at the weekend.

"I'm not playing for records, it's
another match. I'm just going to play
and won't be thinking about it," said
Sanchez-Vicario, who takes on Clijsters
Saturday.

"Belgium are clear favourites and
we've got nothing to lose. I played her
(Clijsters) twice indoors and she won
both times. But tomorrow we're at
home and on clay," warned the
Spaniard.

The Spanish, the most successful
Fed Cup country in the past decade
with five titles, had been fighting for
survival after Conchita Martinez lost 6-
1, 7-5 to German teenager Martina
Muller.

But Sanchez-Vicario, playing her
15th year in Fed Cup, pulled Spain back
from the brink to level 1-1 by defeating
BarbaraRittner 7-5, 6-3.
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