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Re-creating the world of Chhinnapatra Bexuty towinyou over | vy

Photographer Noazesh Ahmed's video presentation captures the idyllic beauty of the nineteenth

Z1IAUL KARIM AND AZ1Z AMIRUL

video presentation by
Noazesh Ahmed of his
slide photographs on

Rabindranath Tagore's
Chhinn-apatra was held at the
auditorium of the Indian Cul-
tural Centre at Dhanmondi on
November 6.

Aditi Mohsin, a rising Tagore
singer, enthralled the distin-
guished capacity crowd before
thevideo show.

Rabindranath Tagore, the
first Asian writer to win the
Nobel Prize, after taking over
the family estates in late nine-
teen century, made a journey to
Shelidah in East Bengal. His
Shelidah stay, spanning
between 1891 and 1901, prove
fecund in poems, songs, musi-
cal dramas and essays. Thiswas
also the period that witnessed
Tagore's creativity finding new
expression. Tagore wrote fifty-
nine short stories, a genre new
to Bengali literature, set in both
the villages and towns of Bengal
and Kolkata.

During his stay in his country
estates, Tagore traveled by a
boat (named Padma) on the
winding tributaries of the River

century Bengal portrayed by Tagore in his le
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tters to his niece
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Dr. Ahmed spent over 5 years
to complete his works on
Chhinnapatra. In a painstaking
journey, he followed the route
that Tagore once took and expe-
rienced the Bengal that the
greatwriter immortalised in his
short stories and in the letters
written to Indira.

Dr. Noazesh, of late, finding
some technical difficulties with
hisslide projector came up with
the idea of transferring his pho-
tos to Betacam video format.

The char islands of River
Padma and Atrai were the ones
where Tagore spent months
upon his favourite house-boat,

Giribala, a vibrant young girl immbrtalised in Tagore's 'Megh O Roudro'

The splendid nature of Ben-
gal with lush green paddy fields
under a contrast of deep blue
sky certainly arose a subtle tone
of romanticism in the viewers'
minds. The white Kashfool
provided a sense of purification.
The guests of the auditorium
soon went into a state of trance
viewing the scenes of the storm,
once enjoyed in reality by
Tagore from his anchoredboat.

The overall presentation of
the video was well suited to the
taste of the guests yet some
portions seemed superficially
projected giving a kind of artifi-
ciality to thewholeissue.

A char-island al

Reference about the cele-
brated characters of the stories
like Postmaster, Khokababur
Prottyaborton and Megh O

Roudro are there in
Chhinnapatra. Dr. Noazesh
Ahmed has done a brilliant
effort to create the images of the
characters we are so familiar
about through Tagore's short
stories.

The overuse of arranged
shots often led to boredom of
the viewers. The series of scenes
showing the child falling in the
river in the portion of
'Khokababur- Prottyaborton'
was definitely exaggerating.

Ahmed brought a silhouette of
the girl that resembled a skele-
ton. A simple white clothed
model could instead attain
ﬁreater success to depict the

istressed condition of the
widowed Giribala.

Otherwise, it was a fine expe-
rience for the general viewers
who enjoyed the show aided by
a rich vocal narration of
recorded words and songs
matched appropriately with the
settings of the scenes.

There was hardly any doubt
that the intelligent photogra-
pher had to experience some
toiling period in life while mak-

MUNEERA PARBEEN

ASHION is an integral
part of life and fashion is
created by the people for
eople themselves. While
ashion talks about the people
and their tastes in a particular
dimension, there are many
designers in present times who
have been trying to reach out
with a greater message through
their works than just the
clothesitself.

Designers Moni Hossain
and Enayet Kabir of Altamira
present a month long exhibi-
tion of clothes titled 'Manusher
Katha'(About the people). This
whole new collection of clothes
is overwhelmingly beautiful
and carries a message beyond
ordinary fashion. Altamira calls
on all to come join this cam-

for a cause by Altamira at its gallery today

integral part of our dailylives. It
is essentially these more beau-
tiful things in life that are
weaved into the clothes and
surround us with an aura of
beautyatits best.

Says Enayet Kabir, "The
ugliness that surrounds us
today can be overcome to a
great extent through the more
beautiful things in life, and its
not only the materialistic
beauty that I am talking about.
What we have tried to do with
this collection is weave a fairy
tale of beauty to stand up
against the atrocious things in
oursociety."

Moni, who is the other
designer of Altamira's says
"while people are very fashion
conscious today, they are also
widely aware of the on goings
in the society, and our clothes
through their colours and
designs are a silent statement
against all the wrongdoings,
and also an invitation on all to
reject the bad and ugly and
embrace the good and the
beautiful."

The clothes in the current
collection, containing
Altamira's signature of good
materials, great hand paintings
and smooth finesse, will be
remain on display throughout

Padma and observed lives on padma. Shelidah and The execution of several Even the splash of waters just jno"ihis unique video, not to Ramadan at its own gallery at
the banks of the mighty river.  ghahjadpur at Sirajganj were slides at a stretch of at least 30  after the child's accident came  ¢,c.) ahout his earlier achieve- houseno 1 ofRoad number 2 in
Some of his best work both in  gome other notable addresses seconds to show the flashing UpP in the arranged scenes of mentswith the photographs. Dhanmondi. There will also be

poetry and prose were written
during this most prodigious
}Jhase of his writing career. The
etters he wrote from this region
to his relatives and particularly

of the poet who seemed mostly
engrossed among the relishing
panoramic beauty of the mighty
Padma, various natural phe-
nomenon of storms and moon-

thunderstorm was, to some
viewers, unnecessarily lengthy.
They were in the opinion that
these could easily be illustrated
through a single or couple of

Nowajesh only to provide some
strongelement ofimitation.

The scene that depicted
Giribala in 'Megh O Roudro'
after her widowhood was again

A man of special calibre,
Nowajesh Ahmed has man-
aged to form a close bond with
the enthusiasts of literature

Asalwarkameezinred and black

afashion show shortly to pres-
ent the clothes to the public.

Soul), a documentary by Yasmine
Kabir about Shahjahan Babu, a
young migrant worker from
Bangladesh in Malaysia will be
screened today at the Liberation
War Museum auditorium at 5 in the
evening. This film has been
awarded the Best Film prize at the
Film South Asia 2001, held in
Kathmandu, Nepal and also won
the Netpac Award at the Yamagata
International Documentary Festival
2001, Japan.

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh

Aten-day long art exhibition entitled
Contemporary art of Bangladesh-
Trends-2 is now being held at art
gallery of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Dhanmandi. The show features
works of Abdus Satter, Abdus
Shakoor, Abul Barg Alvi, Alak Roy,
Biren Shome, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Hamiduzzaman Khan, Hashi
Chakraborty, KMA Quayyum, Kazi
Giyasuddin, Monsur-ul-Karim,
Nazlee Laila Mansur,
Shahabuddin, Shahid Kabir,
Swapan Chowdhury. Open for all
from 12 to 8 pm, the show runs till
November17.

to his niece Indira are great litnights. slides. a disaster. Here Nowajesh and photography. 2
works of literature. The letters -
were later published in 1912 as paign to reject the ugly things Photo exhibition

Chhinnapatra ( Torn Leaves )
and in 1921 in English transla-
tion as Glimpses of Bengal.
Tagore portrayed the Bengali
landscape with unique vivid-
ness where the green vegetation
and the watery ways of the pic-
turesque Bengal mingled into a
tender stillness.

Sensitive photographer Dr.
Noazesh Ahmed has done a
wonderful job inre-creating the
Bengal Tagore once witnessed
at the fag end of the nineteenth
century and early part of the
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Ratan, a teenage character in 'Postmaster' was successfully recreated by
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in the life and embrace the
pretty and beautiful things that
ourriverine country offers us.

This month long exhibition
with the above message will be
inaugurated bl))f epic fashion
designer Bibi Russel at
Altamira's own gallery at
Dhanmondi's road number 2
at12noontoday.

The collection, inspired
from the grassroots of the coun-
try, depicts the people, the
rivers, trees, birds and other
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A photo show entitled Child
Marriage in Bangladesh by
Mahmud is now being held at
Bangladesh Shishu Academy Art
Gallery. The two-day show wil
cometoanendtoday at6:00 p.m..

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road # 27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs

. : e : / y day from 12 noon to 8 pm. till
entieth century. elements of nature that are an - . — every
w Noazesh Ahmed Scenic beauty of alocation near Shelidah seen through the lens of Noazesh Agreen muslin saree in hand painting. November 14.
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