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Touching the sky

A two-day musical extravaganza featuring three rising stars of contemporary

Indian Classical music firmament begins November 12

Z1AUL KARIM

HE great Indian singer

Kumar Gandharva said that

" Indian classical music is
like a code. It's a complex code, but
once you crack it, you have unfold-
ing before you a whole vista of
things wondrous, joyous and
indescribably beautiful." Music
lovers of the city will have before
them a wondrous world unfolding
as three performers -- Mallar
Ghosh, Shantanu Bhattacharyya,
and Purbayan Chatterjee -- of
classical Indian music takes them
inaworld of transcendental purity.

The two-day rendezvous of
classical Indian music begins with
the tabla recital of Mallar Ghosh,
son of legendary musician Dr. Jana
Prakas Ghosh, followed by a vocal
recital by Shantanu Bhattacharyya,
a brilliant exponent of Patiala-
Kasur gharana and direct disciple
of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan at
National Museum Auditorium at 7
inthe evening.

The second day of the two-day
musical tour, Purbayan Chatterjee
gives a sitar recital presenting and
elaborating the nuances of Senai
Maihar Gharana, one of the great
schools of Indian classical music.

Mallar Ghosh, to be accompa-
nied by Siddheswar Bhowmik in
harmonium, is one of the finest
tabla players in contemporary
Indian musical scene. His illustri-
ous father Padmabhushan Dr. Jana
Prakash Ghosh initiated him into
tabla.

Learning and realising the
innermost message of tabla in its
entirety has always been Mallar's
passion. For the last 25 years,
Mallar has spent long hours in the
practice cultivation and develop-
ment of this great percussion art.

Mallar is an 'A' Grade tabla-
performer of the All India Radio. He
has participated in all the major
music festivals of India and toured
extensively all over the world
including Europe, USA and Japan.
Apart from his solo performances,
Mallar has accompanied on tabla a
number of great classical vocalists
and instrumentalists of India.

Mallar has innumerable audio-
discs to his credit. Recently, Mallar
has founded the Jana Prakash
Ghosh Tabla Foundation, an insti-
tution of tabla of which he is the
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Mallar Ghosh

Mallar is the head of the
Department of Tabla of the Sur
Nandan Bharaty, Calcutta. He is a
professor of tabla and a member of
the Executive Committee of the
Sarba Bharatiya Sangeet-O-
Sanskriti Parishad, Calcutta. He is
also the head of the Department of
the Music-Faculty of The Uttar
Banga Charukala Kendra, West
Bengal.

Shantanu Bhattacharyya,
whose singing depicts a wonderful
mosaic of delicate imagination,
exquisite creativity and the best of
"talim", was groomed in music by
his mother in his childhood. In
1984, at the age offifteen, Shantanu
came under the guidance of Pandit
Prasun Banerjee and Shrimati
Meera Banerjee, the great expo-
nents of the Patiala-Kasur style and
direct disciples of Ustad Bade
Ghulam Ali Khan. His endeavour to
appreciate and learn the greatness
and majesticity of this 'gayaki' grew
stronger when, selected as a
scholar at the Sangeet Research
Academy, at Calcutta in 1994, he
chose to be a disciple of Pandit Ajoy
Chakrabarty, the celebrated mae-
stro, Shantanu's music shows that
he is being comprehensively nur-
tured in all aspects of the Khayal
style- he lacks nothing, has an
inborn flair for everything, tanally
well-fed, sumptuous swara, an
unfaltering sense of rhythm with
npay sargams and tans making a
lively sport with it and music as a
whole, from one end to another,
never relaxing its grip over the
listeners.

An 'A' graded artiste of AIR and

Doordarshan, Shantanu was
awarded the prestigious AIR Gold

in city
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Shantanu Bhattacharyya

competitionin 1989. He top ranked
at the Dover Lane Music
Conference's competition, the
West Bengal State Music
Academy's competition and that of
the Bharatiya Sanskriti Samsad in
1986, 1987, 1988 and 1996 respec-
tively, for Khayal and Thumri.

Now at thirty-two, he has
already performed at almost all the
major music conferences in India.
He has also toured USA, UK,
France, Germany, Switzerland,
Kuwait and Bangladesh for con-
certs, recordings and lecture dem-
onstration sessions. He has several
cassettes of Khayal, Thumri,
Bhajan and his own composed
music to his credit.

Purbayan Chatterjee is already
one of the brightest stars shining
on the horizon of Indian Classical
Music. Belonging to the Senia
Maihar Gharana founded by Baba
Alauddin Khan, Purbayan has the
responsibility of bearing on his
young shoulders the rich legacy of
Pandit Nikhil Banerjee and Ustad
Ali Akar Khan. Purbayana's first
guru was his father Sri
Parthapratim Chatterjee, a senior
disciple of Pt. Nikhil Banerjee and
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan and himself
an internationally acclaimed
sitarist. After years of relentless
practice, Purbayan was fortunate
enough to be accepted by Ustad Ali
Akbar Khan as his pupil and he is
currently receiving 'talim' from the
maestro.

Purbayan made his maiden
appearance in the "Salt Lake Music
Conference" in Calcutta. Since
then his concerts have taken him to
all the corners of India and beyond
national frontiers into the farthest

urbayn Chatterjee

formed in all the major music
"conferences" in different cities in
India as in many major music
festivals internationally (Such as
the International Music Festival in
Bath England and International
Music Symposium in Germany).
He has extensively toured the
United States, Canada, UK,
Germany, Switzerland, Holland,
Indonesiaand Singapore.

In the year 1993 Purbayan was
conferred the President's Gold
Medal for having secured the
position of "Best Instrumentalist of
the Year" in the "All India Radio
Sangeet Competition." Purbayan
has further been able to enrich his
style of playing by receiving musi-
cal advice from Ajay Chakrabarty
and Anindo Chatterjee. Today
Purbayan is acclaimed by the
topmost maestros in India as well
as connoisseurs of music world-
wise as one of the best young
instrumentalist of India. His style
of playing of which Pt. Nikhil
Banerjee was the exponent is the
most esthetically satisfying combi-
nation of the best facets of "Dhru-
pad" and "Khayal". The depth,
discipline and richness of the
"Dhrupad" form are interspersed
with the exuberance and lyricism
of "Khayal." In a unique display of
maturity Purbayan is able to com-
bine technical brilliance and virtu-
osity of the highest level with depth
and serenity. He will be accompa-
nied by Ashish Paulin tabla.

Feeling the emotions and
nuances of classical Indian music
is said to be touching the sky.
Dhaka's music lovers eagerly wait
that experience to happen on
November 12-13 at National

@The Daily Star

Korea week

Quintessentially Korean

Thee Korean films screened at BRAC Centre Inn as
part of the ongoing Korea Week

SAIFUL ISLAM

HE three Korian films

being shown at the

BRAC centre INN audi-
torium are characteristically
similar in nature, focusing on
the rare moments of everyday
life, which has universal
appeal.

In fact, all of them have been
able to extract a sigh from the
audience. It is noticeable that
the films suffused with cur-
rents of emotion are not unfa-
miliar to the Bangladeshi audi-
ence, at least the values are
familiar, and as the people of
both the countries belong to
the same continent, the geo-
graphical feature of imbuing a
softheartis anatural feature.

Stairways of Heaven, Oseam
Hermitage, and The Day a Pig
Fell into a Well are the three
films shown in different sched-
ules on 6,7, and 9 November at
the BRAC centre Inn Audito-
rium (75 Mohakhali, Dhaka).
The film festival was organized
by Embassy of the Korea
Republic and was sponsored
by Ministry of Information,
Bangladesh and The Daily Star.

Stairways of Heaven was
produced by Lee Wu-seok and
was directed by Bae Chang-ho.
Written by Choi In-ho it garbed
several awards: Prize of new
actress (Lee ARo), Special prize
at 30" Dae Jong Award/Prize of
Film, Director, New Actres at
28" Baek Sang Art Award, Spe-
cial Deed (Lee Kwon-seok) at
12" Film Critics Award, Playing
at 13" Golden Photo-
graph/Good Film of 1991.
Based on the ups and downs of
a city woman the film justifies
its end with a message, areturn
to the bucolic world. Hands
away from the glamour and
grandeur of the ostentatious
and greedy city world where
life seems to be a jigsaw puzzle,
a never-ending labyrinth. Lee

Time Nov. 09, 2001 Friday

11:00-13:00 Oseam Hermitage ( Religious Drama
13:40-15:40 The day a pig fell into a wall (Melodrama)
16:10-18:10 Stairwaya of Heaven ( Melodrama )
18:50-20:50 Oseam Hermitage ( Religious Drama|)

mance. Especially, her

performance in the climac-
tic scene of an emotionally
charged womanhood facing
the question-arrows by the
press just after the death of her
daughter, her only hope, is
unforgettable.

Oseam Hermitage produced
by Lee Tae-Won was written by
Jeaon Chae-bong. Park Cheol-
su directed this Religious
Drama. Kim Hye-su, Shim Jae-
rim, Seo Ye-jin, Cho Sagn-
Keon, Choi Jong-won, Kim
Yong-rim, Nam Po-dong, Song
Ok-suk, Cheon Ho-jin starred
the film. It was awarded with
the Good Film of 1990. The
story goes Kil-son and Gam-yi
arebrother and sister who were
brought up in an orphanage
run by Catholic Institute. They
give up the well-conditioned
adoption because they can't
forget their memory and home
and above all they do not want
to be separated from each
other. Giving the orphanage
adieu they start afresh. But
tribulations and danger await
them as their native town is
waterlogged. Meanwhile little
Gam-yi is raped. Monk Haeng
wun turns up and helps them

takes place when the Monk
goes out for alms, snow blokes
the way to the hermitage. Sister
Angela Barley arrives at this
situation, but it is too late. The
little couplet rests at their last
sleep.

The Day a Pig Fell into a Well
was directed by Hong Sang-su.
Koo Hyo-seo produced this Lee
Eung-Kyeong, Kim Yui-seong
and Park Jin-seong starred
melodrama. The story is about
a frustrated novelist's life who
sticks in producing the so
called bad books one after
another. Butas he breaksinto a
dispute with a critic about his
writing he had to go behind
bars. This sense of being dealt
as a writer of third grade leads
him to find consolation in a
passionate love to a married
woman.

Organised by Korean
Embassy in Dhaka and co-
sponsored by Cultural Minis-
try, Information Ministry and
The Daily Star, the Korea Week
began November 4 with the
inauguration of a painting
show by front-ranking Korean
artist Lee Doo-shik and comes
to an end with Korean Food
Festival today.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh

Aten-day long art exhibition entitled
Contemporary art of Bangladesh-
Trends-2 is now being held at art
gallery of the Indian Cultural Centre
at Dhanmandi. The show features
works of Abdus Satter, Abdus
Shakoor, Abul Barq Alvi, Alak Roy,
Biren Shome, Chandra Shekhar
Dey, Hamiduzzaman Khan, Hashi
Chakraborty, KMA Quayyum, Kazi
Giyasuddin, Monsur-ul-Karim,
Nazlee Laila Mansur,
Shahabuddin, Shahid Kabir,
Swapan Chowdhury. Open for all
from 12 to 8 pm, the show runs till
November 17.

Photo exhibition

A photo show entitled Child
Marriage in Bangladesh by
Mahmud is now being held at
Bangladesh Shishu Academy Art
Gallery. The two-day show runs
from 10 am 6 pmill November 10.

Three artists
exhibition

A joint show by three artists,
belonging to three distinct style and
manner, Rashid Amin, Shamsul
Alam azad and Maynul Islam Paul

is going on at German cultural
centre, Goethe Institut.

André Malraux
Celebrating the birth centenary of
the famous French writer André

Malraux Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka has organised the following
conferences at the Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka Gallery:
November9at6:30 p.m.
Conference topic: André Malraux,
les Antimémoires

Speaker: Professor Francois

de Saint-Cheron, Paris-IV
University, Sorbonne.

Group show

A group exhibition of Samakal
Shilpi Goshty is now being held at
the Shilpangan art gallery.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road #27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
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