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| Cinema
Dutch Film Week for the cine-buffs

Zahir Raihan Fil

Z1AUL KARIM

AHIR Raihan Film Society,

country's leading film club

that relentlessly trying to
present the cine-literate popula-
tion of the country with new cine-
matic experiences, is holding
Dutch Film Week from November
3 to 8 at Goethe-Institut, German
Cultural Centre at Dhanmondi.

Open to all, the film week is
featuring three documentary films
and eight feature films by Dutch
master filmmakers such as Bert
Haanstra, Fons Rademakers,
Marleen Gorris, Mike Van diem,
amongothers.

This film week focuses on the
contemporary film scenario in the
Netherlands. Surprisingly enough,
the Dutch film industry, producing
around twenty films each year, has
won prestigious awards at different
film festivals around the globe.

In the last fifteen years alone,
the Dutch filmmakers bagged
three Best Foreign Language Film
Oscars, an enviable feat indeed.
Thus Dutch films rank third in
position, along with Japan and
Sweden, in the Foreign Language
Oscar-winninglist.

The Dutch cinema, for a long
time, was known all over the world
through two documentary film-
makers Joris Ivens and Bert
Haanstra. They have already
secured their positions as two of
the all-time best documentary
filmmakers in the history of the
cinema. The festival features three
documentaries by Bert Haanstra:
Rembrandyt, Painter of Man (1956),
Glass (1958) and Zoo (1962). These
documentaries were screened on
3" November at 5:30 p.m. and will
again be shown on 7" November at
6:30 p.m.

The short documentary Glass
alone bagged twenty different
international prizes. Two Oscar-
winning films, Antonia's Line by
Marleen Gorris and Character by
Mike van Diem, will also be shown
inthe film week.

The first film won the Foreign
Language Oscar in 1996 and the
latter in 1998. Fons Rademakers's
film The Assault won the same
prize in 1986. His film The Rose
Garden will be shown. Maarlen
Gorris's beautiful adaptation of the
English novelist Virginia Woolf's
novel Mrs Dalloway will also be
screened as part of the Dutch
festival. The Polish Bride is a multi-
ple award-winning first feature

o

m Society screens eleven Dutch

4:00 pm 6:30 pm 8:30 pm
Tuesday Nov-6 | Mrs Dalloway | Amsterdamned The Rose Garden
by Marleen by Dick Maas by Fons
Gorris Rademarkers
Wednesday Character Rembrandt The Vanishing
Nov-7 by Mike van by Bert Haanstra | by Gorge Sluizer
Diem
Thursday Antonia’s Line | Mrs Dalloway The Polish Bride
Nov-8 by Marleen by Marleen by Karim Traidia
Gorris Gorris

film by Karim Traidia which deals
with the problems of the immi-
grants in the Netherlands. Karim
Traidia is an Algerian-born film-
maker. The two versions of the film
The Vanishing by George Sluizer
are both suspense films made in
the Hitchcockian style.

The film week was inaugurated
by Sjef IJzermans, Ambassador of
the Royal Netherlands in Dhaka,
on Saturdaylast.

Directed by Marleen Gorris,
film Antonia's Lineis a vibrant saga
combining feminist rigour with an
involving dynastic narrative. At 85,
Antonia hasreached herlastdayon
earth, a moment to reflect on the
last five decades since returning to
her native village in Holland after
WWII years which have seen her
raise daughter Danielle, make a life
on the farm for herself and a small
community of society's flotsam
and jetsam, and part from the
world a richly experienced grand-
mother.

Based on Virginia Woolf's Mrs
Dalloway, director Marleen Gorris
portrays Clarissa Dalloway
(Redgrave), the beautiful wife of an
eminent MP, loves to give parties,
sensitively. A day in her life, how-
ever, is a serious affair, interwoven
with the experiences of a WWI
veteran, Septimus (Graves), and a

flood of painfully pleasant memo-
ries. Eileen Atkins' adaptation of
Virginia Woolf's novel concen-
trates exclusively on Mrs
Dalloway's ruminations. Thus,
although we sympathise with
Septimus, the originality of his
experience is lost; and cousin Ellie,
the 'invisible' spinster, brought so
spikily to life in the novel in the
film remains a voiceless nobody.
Unfortunately Redgrave chews up
the scenery, and when she's meant
to be ecstatic appears merely
unhinged. The characters of Sally
(Clarissa's best friend), and Peter
(her first and most ardent suitor),
make more sense and are well
served by both young
(Headey/Cox) and old
(Badel/Kitchen) sets of actors.

Directed by Mike Van Diem
Character is an adaptation from a
classic novel by Ferdinand
Bordewijk, this sombre, handsome
costume pic set in turn of the cen-
tury Rotterdam is distinguished by
Jan Decleir's superb character turn
as the villainous bailiff,
Dreverhaven, who thinks nothing
of evicting the poor, the elderly and
theinfirm from theirhomes. Heisa
forbidding figure with a touch of
the Old Testament prophet. He
seems determined to destroy his
illegitimate son, a self-taught
lawyer who likewise hates him.

The Rose Garden, directed by
Fons Rademakers, is set in modern
Germany where a Holocaust survi-
vor is tried for assault after attack-
ing an elderly businessman on the
street. During the trial, the back-
ground of the "victim" is revealed
he was an SS commandant who
presided over the execution of the
assailant's sister. The film is based
on actual events. Aaron
Reichenbacher, a victim of the
Holocaust, returns to Germany
many years after the war's end to
search for his sister. At the airport
in Frankfurt, Aaron suddenly sees
and attacks an elderly ex-SS officer
whom he recognises as the person
responsible for the execution of 20
children used as guinea pigs in a
series of medical experiments.
Aaron himself was one of those
children and the only one to
escape death. The officer had
managed to avoid punishment due
to a series of legal loopholes. This
gripping drama, which exposes the
latent anti-Semitism in modern-
day Germany, stars Ullmann as a
tenacious lawyer who is hired to
defend a man (Schell) accused of
committing a seemingly unpro-
voked attack on an elderly busi-
nessman. As the drama unfolds,
Ullmann uncovers the fact that the
old man was a commandant of a
Nazi concentration camp and
presided over the death of many
Jews and children. A serious, com-
passionate psychological drama
that features fine performances by
both Ullmann and Schell as well as
an oddly cast but effective Peter
Fonda.

Directed by Karim Traidia, The
Polish Bride tells the story of a girl
who has been lured from her native
Poland to Holland under false
pretences by two men who want
her to work in a brothel. She man-
ages to escape and is found beaten
and bleeding by Henk, a taciturn
farmer, who cares for the weak-
ened and terrified woman and
offers her shelter until she recov-
ers. Gradually a closeness develops
between them as Anna begins to
put order into Henk's solitary life
and he tries to instill in Anna his
love for the countryside. The blos-
soming relationship is threatened,
however, when Anna's 'employers'
comelookingfor her.

An unforgettably chilling psy-
chodrama, The Vanishing directed
by George Sluizer, twists the slen-
derest of plots into a hellish explo-
ration of human potential. On a
driving holiday in France, a young
Dutch couple, Saskia and Rex (Ter

films at the Goethe-Institut

Steege and Bervoets), stop at a
service station to refuel; as Rex
waits, Saskia walks to a nearby
toilet, and vanishes without trace.
Three years later, an embittered
Rex finds himself drawn into a
nightmarish relationship with
Saskia's awesomely mundane
abductor, Raymond Lemorne
(Donnadieu), who via taunting
postcards promises to reveal the
fate of his lost love. Consumed by
his desire for knowledge, Rex
resolves to confront his nemesis
and end the Nietzschean conflict of
will in which he is embroiled...
Adapted from Tim Krabbe's novel
The Golden Egg, this is a beautifully
understated study of obsession
that investigates the edges of ratio-
nality and the destructive capacity
of idealistic devotion. At the heart
of its icy spell is Donnadieu's
utterly plausible evocation of
everyday, madness, a resolutely
banal picture of evil. Sluizer's
direction is seamless throughout,
effortlessly juggling domesticity
and damnation as it ploughs inexo-
rably towards an appalling
denouement.

Amsterdamned is directed by
Dick Maas. Having unleashed a
killer elevator on us in The Lift, Dick
Mass here comes up with the
authentically crazy notion of a
psycho-diver. By prowling (pad-
dling?) the hundreds of canals
which traverse Amsterdam, our
wetsuit wacko easily escapes
detection, and can engage concur-
rently in his two favourite sports:
diving and murder. Much of the
pleasure derives from the outra-
geous set pieces the film wrings
from a familiar formula. Aside from
the eccentric psychopath, we have
the divorced cop and his obnox-
ious kid, the bungling sidekick, the
blatantly obvious suspect, and the
woman relegated to an 'ooh, aargh'
role. Yet Maas has talent to burn:
snappy dialogue (he wrote the
screenplay); brooding Jaws-type
atmospherics (and music); and
stylish execution(s). Like Dario
Argento's early slasher thrillers, as
a murder mystery it is frankly naff
(there is atleast one red herring too
many); but as a spectacle it is fas-
cinatingly gruesome. Maas murder
may not be to everyone's taste, but
those who take to tomato ketchup
withrelish thisoneisforyou.

Kudos for Zahir Raihan for the
determination and devotion in
inculcating appreciation of good
films in the country.
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Korea week

Fayza HAQ
00-shik says about his
work, " Here the colours
are traditional ones
although the presentation
is nouveau. What is remarkable is
the subtle action of colours and
linesin my paintings."
In Male and Female, acrylic, one
sees an abstract with an impres-
sion of a figure of a man, done in

The visiting Korean painter: Loo
Doo-shik

blue thick paint, with protruding
legs in black, along with a splash of
red, denoting the woman, by his
side. The red has flecks of green
and the image is outlined with
emerald and jet black. Tiny flowers
at the side heighten the charm of
the female image. At the back are
patterns of gray and brown rectan-
gles with gold splashes touched
with white and gray. Additions of
more gray, gold and white offset
the work. Part of the canvas in front
isleftuntouched.

In Yellow Flower in the Scene,
acrylic on canvas, we see muted
images of blossoms done in gold,
orange and red, combined with
white and brown in the shapes of
triangles, rectangles and circles.
The forms are heaped against
another on a backdrop of shades of
muted gray, with motifs coming
from the left to the right. Lines of
delicate white intersperse the
work, while blue motifs are contin-
ued in front in blue, purple, jade
and ruby red. The flower is high-
lighted by dots and triangles of
bright hues. Sweeps of gray inter-
mingle with white at the back to

Blending tradition
with modernity

As a part of the ongoing Korea Week, an
exhibition of the paintings of Lee Doo-shik
is now being held at the Shilpkala Academy

offset the subject.

Pond, acrylic on canvas, brings
in flowers and living forms with
large, fleshy petals outlined with
pristine white. The living beings in
the pond are seen as simplified
geometrical shapes in reds and
greens set in murky gray and white.
More tiny shapesin gray, black and
vermilion are included in the back.
Splashes lead out from the back in
more vibrant , warm colours. Gold
is deftly combined with brown to
lend interest to the composition.
Despite the abstraction one could
easily envisage the magic of the
water with its creatures in it as well
as the falling blossoms on the
pond.

Road to the River, acrylic on
canvas, presents the river in lines of
gentle blue, scintillating green and
dreamy purple. The composition
includes two glistening masses of
cobaltblue, which includes crosses
of white and dots of blood red. A
gray , gold and orange path at the
side , outlined with dramatic black
and swirls of gray and brown with
minute flacks of vermilion leads up
to the flowingriver.

Hostages, acrylic on canvas,
introduces us to black dot like
images, all in a line, placed in a
background of pulsating burnt
sienna, blue and red. Triangles of
orange, red and black along with
masses of silver and white are
included on a muted gray and
brown backdrop. Bright lines and
splashes have been introduced in
frontto add interest.

Doo-shik has had over 14 solo
exhibitions at New York, USA and
Korea and over 30 group exhibi-
tions in Europe, USA, the Middle
East, Japan and Korea. He has five
awards to his credit.

Young-jo Jung, the Korean
Ambassador said at the opening of
the exhibition that this was the first
time that a one-man exhibition ofa
Korean artist was being held in
Bangladesh, and that he was confi-
dent Lee doo-shik's passions and
aspirations, which are reflected in
his works, will strike a resonant
chord with the Bangladeshi peo-
ple, thus validating the universality
ofhis artistic themes.

RECOMMENDATIONS

André Malraux
Celebrating the birth centenary of
the famous French writer André
Malraux Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka has organised the following
conferences at the Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka Gallery:
November 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Conference topic: André Malraux
and the Liberation War of
Bangladesh

Speaker: Professor Moahud Shah

Qureshi

November 9 at 6:30 p.m.
Conference topic: André Malraux,
les Antimémoires

Speaker: Professor Francois de
Saint-Cheron, Paris-IV University,
Sorbonne.

Group show

A group exhibition of Samakal
Shilpi Goshty is being held at the
Shilpangan artgallery.

Sculpture show

The second group sculpture show
by eight artists is now being held at
the Zainul Gallery of the Institute of
Fine Arts, Dhaka University at
Shahbag.The exhibition will
continue everyday fro 2 - 8 p.m. till
November7.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road # 27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
everyday from 12 noon to 8 pm. till
November 14.

Chhinyapatra

A video film entitied Chhinyapatra,
based on Dr. Noazesh Ahmed's
photographs on Rabindranath
Tagore's letters collected under the
title Chhinyapatra, will be screened
today at Indian High Commission
Auditorium at Dhanmandi at6 inthe
evening.

Kabitalap Shahitya

Purashkar

Khulna based Kabitalap literary
prize will be awarded today at 6 in
the evening at Begum Sufia Kamal
Auditorium of the National
Museum. Noted poet Abul Hossein
will chair the award-giving
ceremony.
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