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Hasina pledges all-out

help for RMG sector

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday assured garment
manufacturers and exporters of
her all-out help for the sector to
maintain its export to USA, over-
coming the global downtrend.

Water tank

collapses at
AJM: One dies

UNB, N'ganj

A huge dilapidated water tank at
Adamjee Jute Mill-2 collapsed at 5
pm yesterday killing a man and
injuring seven others.

An unidentified man aged
about 45 died on the spot. The
injured were rushed to the Sadar
Hospital.

Witnesses said some persons
might still be under the debris,
which was being cleared by crane
brought from the Roads and
Highways Department. The sal-
vage work was still going on at 8-20
pmyesterday.

The dilapidated water tank with
a 60-gallon capacity and placed 50
feet above ground collapsed with a
big bang when workers under a
contractor were repairing it, wit-
nessessaid.

She explained to a BGMEA
delegation the measures her gov-
ernment took to promote the
readymade garment industry and
boost its exports and said she was
still ready to do anything required
for achieving duty-and-quota-free
market access to USA for
Bangladesh apparels.

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BMGEA) President
Kutubuddin Ahmed, who led the
delegation to the Sudha Sadan
residence of the former prime
minister, recalled with gratitude
the contributions made by the
previous government to the prog-
ress of the sector.

He requested the Leader of the
Opposition to use her good offices
for gaining free access to the US
market.

Leaders of the garment sector,
which is now facing emerging
market threats following the
September 11 attacks on US, also
met Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on
Saturday in their quest for a rem-
edy to a recession the industry is
facing.

Former industries minister
Tofail Ahmed and BGMEA execu-
tives Kazi Moniruzzaman, Shafiqul
Alam, Ershad Ullah, SA Mannan
Kachi and Helaluddin Chowdhury
were present.

Manpower export
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apprehended that the current
global situation might have a
massive adverse effect in
Bangladesh's garment sector and
cause serious unemployment
problem.

"We want to ensure employ-
ment to those who might lose their
jobs in garments sector. For this,
we are launchinﬁ a drive to export
manpower to different countries,"
hesaid.

The minister further said
although there are a number of
training centres in different parts
of the country, these are not pro-
viding proper training to workers.
As a result, many of the exported
workers are forced to return home
due to lack of necessary skill.
Another problem is that many of
them cannot speak English, he
added.

Besides, in many cases man-
power recruiting agencies in
Bangladesh send unskilled man-
power as skilled manpower, tar-
nishing the image of the country.

He said the government is
looking into all aspects of man-

power export and would soon take
comprehensive steps to resolve all
problemsin thisregard.

Bangladesh exported a total of
32,75,902 workers to different
countries, mostly in the Middle
East, since 1976. Of them, 15,35,032
were exported to the KSA.

The country earned 21142.11
million US dollars, equivalent to Tk
83,762.66 crore, from the export of
manpower from 1976 to
September this year, sources said.

LC margin
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effect, says a central bank circular
issued yesterday.

"This is simply for facilitating
agricultural production," said an
official of the bank about the gov-
ernment's step.

Earlier, importers had to pay 50
per cent of the LC value in estab-
lishing import LCs in advance to
their respective bank for importing
the ploughing machine.

Obaid: Speaker orders
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session on parole," the Speaker said.

A former minister and secretary
general of BNP, Obaidur Rahman
was also a state minister of the
Bangabandhu government after the
country'sliberation.

On charge of his involvement in
the assassination of four national
leaders inside Dhaka Central Jail on
November 3, 1975, the Awami
League government in 1998
arrested him, along with Nurul
Islam Manjur.

Both were also state ministers in
Khandaker Mustaque Ahmed's
government after the political
changeover following the August 15,
1975 overthrow of the Awami
League government through the
assassination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib.

Elected from Faridpur-2 constit-
uency on BNP ticket defeating
Awami League stalwart Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury at the October 1
election, Obaid was shifted to the
prison cell of Bangabandhu Medical
University after the assumption of
power by the new BNP government.

The trial of the Jail Killing Case is

now pendingwith the trial court.

Rising on a Point of Order in the
House, which resumed after a
week's recess after inauguration of
the 8th parliament, Pramanik said K
M Obaidur Rahman was thrown
behind the bar by the previous
"autocratic government".

He pointed out that Obaid is now
very sick and undergoing treatment
in the hospital. "People of his con-
stituency elected him despite his
imprisonment," the lawmaker said
and requested the Speaker to allow
him to take part in parliament
proceedings.

Meanwhile, the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Abdul Hamid told the BBC Bangla
Service last night that the opposi-
tion would strongly protest govern-
ment's decision to allow K M
Obaidur Rahman to join the parlia-
ment.

"An accused in a murder case
cannot join a parliamentary session
and we will not accept it if he is
allowed to do so. Besides, the case is
under trial and I don't know if there
isanylaw that allows such prisoners
tobereleased on parole," hesaid.

IMF team
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Planning Commission on ADP, and
with the NBR on tax measures.

The team will finally meet with
the finance minister and the gover-
nor of the Bangladesh Bank on
November11.

According to sources,
Bangladesh is 'hopeful' of making
'progress' this time around in
availing itself of its share of Poverty
and Growth Reduction Facility.

Earlier, the past government
had initiated discussions with the
IMF on the bailout measures, but
talks did not went ahead much, as
the government found the Fund
conditions too bitter to swallow.

"However, we see some hope
now as the new government has
already taken a number of reforms
steps, including lowering interest
rates on savings instruments,
reviewing ADP projects to cut low-
priority projects and vowing not to
refinance the state-owned enter-
prises to narrow budget deficit,"
said a finance ministry source.

"These measures were part of
what the IMF had been demanding
ofus. So, apositive ground there for
the talks to start again."

Bangladesh has already told the

due Nov 8

IMF, in reply, to the set question-
naire for conclusion of 2001 Article
4 mission that it is already facing
the pinch of the September 11
events and its exports have been
badly affected. Although it is too
early to come comprehensively toa
conclusion on the full effect of the
global recession, Bangladesh sees
investment, employment and
growth hitin the future.

It has also informed the IMF
that the government aims to
reduce ADP by 10 per cent by the
second week of November. As for
devaluation, it said such steps may
yield short-term benefits, but in
the long run devaluation hurts the
country as Bangladesh is highly
dependent on import to carry out
the developmentactivity.

' . '
JS: 'Blueprint
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that you want a discussion on the
Opposition's allegation. I have
allowed your point."

AL would not also attend the
remaining sittings of the House in
its maiden session and the planned
discussion on its allegations would
take place in its absence.

Body recovered
in Barisal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The dead body of a man was recov-
ered from the garage of pharmaceu-
tical company Opsonin Chemical
Industries Limited at Bogra Road in
thetownyesterday morning.

The deceased was identified as
Abdul Hamid, 30.

According to police, the body
was found hanging from the garage
ceiling by a 'gamchha’ tied around
theneck.

JS session
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Chowdhury, Industries Minister M
K Anwar, Leader of Jamaat-e-
Islami Parliamentary Party and
Agriculture Minister Matiur
Rahman Nizami and Leader of
Jatiya Party (E) Parliamentary Party
Rawshan Ershad, Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain moved
the thanks-giving motion in the
House yesterday.

At the opening sitting on
October 28, outgoing President
Shahabuddin Ahmad in his
address outlined the programmes
of the new government and casti-
gated the immediate past Awami
League government.

Deputy Leader of the House AQ
M Badruddoza Chowdhury did not
attend the meeting because he had
left Dhaka for the United States.
Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddique and Tajul Islam of Jatiya
Party attended the meeting on
special invitation.

None of the BAC members from
Awami League turned up at the
meeting. Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina, Deputy Leader of
the Opposition Abdul Hamid and
Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid were nominated BAC
members from the main opposi-
tion party.

Hasina's tour
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workers' meeting at Kalia and
Lohagara upazilas in Narail and
stay overnightin the district town.

She will return to Tungipara on
November 7 after holding meet-
ings with party leaders and workers
atNarail.

Staying overnight at Tungipara,
Hasina will leave for Jhalakathi via
Fakirhat in Bagerhat on November
8. At Fakirhat, she will visit the
house of slain industrialist
Mohammad Farhad and later
address a public meeting.

In the afternoon, she will reach
Jhalakathi and go to Amtali in
Barguna by speedboat to address a
public meeting there. She will meet
local leaders of her party at
Barguna circuithouse.

Hasina will arrive at Taltoli the
following day through waterway to
attend a public meeting and set out
for Patuakhali at noon. She will
have a public meeting there in the
afternoon.

She will return to Dhaka on
Saturday in a private airliner from
Barisal, ending the first phase of
her post-election tour.

Japanese envoy
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Bangladeshi products to their
market responding to the request
made by her government.

Describing the Dhaka-Tokyo
relations, as excellent Hasina hoped
that cooperation between the two
countries would be strengthened.

Reciprocating the sentiment, the
ambassador said the bilateral rela-
tionship was deepened during her
rule and hoped it would further
strengthenin future.

Former state minister for for-
eign affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Political Secretary to
the AL chief Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and Press Secretary
Jawadul Karim were present.

Zimbabwe
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Sharjah, where they featured in a tri-
nation tournament. They lost all
their four preliminary matches
against Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Thisis goingto be areturn tour for
the cricketers from the 'land of
stones' after Bangladesh's visit in
April. Zimbabwe won both Tests in
Harare and Bulawayo and trounced
the Testbabes 3-0in the one-dayers.

As soon as Marsh's young squad
arrives, they will practice at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
(BNS), which will host the first Test
startingon November8.

On their last visit here Zimbabwe
lost a close match against New
Zealand in the ICC Knockout World
Cup.

They will play the second Test at
Chittagong's MA Aziz Stadium on
November 15. The visitors will also
play the first one-dayer in the port
city.

Thenext two limited-overs games
are under lights at the BNS on
November25and 26.

SQUAD

Brian Murphy (capt), Heath
Streak, Gray Brent, Stuart Catrlisle,
Dion Ebrahim, Sean Ervine, Andy
Flower (wicketkeeper), Grant
Flower, Travis Friend, Trevor
Gripper, Douglas Marillier, Mluleki
Nkala, Henry Olonga, Craig Wishart.

Officials: Geoff Marsh (coach),
Kevin Curran, Malcolm Jarvis,
Amato Machikicho, Mohammad
Menom and Terence Nicolle.

PHOTO: PID
Speaker Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar presided over a meeting of the Advisory Committee of the parliament at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yesterday. Prime Minister Khaleda Zia is also seen.

Confidence building in S Asia
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South Asian Studies at Jawaharlal
Nehru University and AKM Abdus
Sabur, acting research director of
the BIISS. Former Foreign
Secretary Farooq Sobhan moder-
ated the session.

Dr SD Muni from India said that
in the South Asian context, the task
of building mutual confidence was
approached in a very unconven-
tional manner -- through eco-
nomic and socio-cultural coopera-
tionalone.

The SAARC was built on these
foundations, avoiding reference to
political and military issues of
conflict among the member coun-
tries, he pointed out.

"Acceptance of the broader
base of CBMs was inherent in the
approach. But not many in South
Asia are convinced that the SAARC
has yielded desired results. The
blame in this respect is generally
put on the two most powerful
members of SAARC -- India and
Pakistan," Dr Muni observed.

Dr Pervaiz Igbal Cheema from
Pakistan said, "South Asia is known
to be the poorest, the most illiter-

ate, the most malnourished and
the most deprived region of the
world. Yet it continues to make
much more investments in the
defence sector thanin education or
health of the people.

Dr Cheema suggested that
leaders in both countries realise
dictates of the 21st century and
make concerted efforts to move
away from hostilities and to
encourage cooperation.

He said any device or mecha-
nism that helps, however remotely
it may be, lower tensions and
facilitate cooperation would have
adequate relevance to South Asia.
"Admittedly, the CBMs have not
been as successful as they have
been in Europe or Middle East or
Latin America or South East Asia,
their utility cannot be altogether
written off."

Dr AKM Abdus Sabur, the BIISS
acting research director, said the
need for enhancing cooperation at
the regional and global level is felt
increasingly.

"While the Asian countries are
increasingly being integrated into
the world economy at the regional

level, even the slow process of
cooperation has been brought to a
standstill," he continued.

"How can the region be inte-
grated into the world economy
while remaining fragmented
regionally?" he asked.

Prof. B Rahamathulla of the
Aligarh Muslim University in his
paper suggested that both
Bangladesh and India frame their
future policies to promote peace,
security and development.

Bangladesh's independent role
in international affairs in promot-
ing peace has widely been
accepted by the Indians, he
observed.

Prof. M Shahiduzzaman of
Dhaka University said, "Bangla-
desh, the third-most important
security-minded actor in the
region, could emerge to a status of
significance on several counts.
First, it is the most vibrant democ-
racy in the Islamic world. Second, it
is the most moderate of Islamic
states and perhaps, the most mod-
erate critic of American actions in
Afghanistan."

JCD-Shibir hunt for BCL
workers in Barisal

ROVING CORRESPONDENT, from Barisal

. Fativatabadicht Dat
(JCD) and Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
are allegedly hunting for Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) workers at
Barisallaunch terminal.

JCD and ICS activists are looking
for BCL workers trying to leave
Barisal throughriver-routes.

Five fishermen,

boatman
abducted in
Rangamati

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

At least five fishermen and a boat-
man were kidnapped from Forer-
Mukh area in Kaptai Lake under
Longodhu thana here on Saturday
eveningin two separate incidents.

They were abducted at gunpoint
by extortionists, intelligence
sourcessaid.

Two of the victims were identi-
fied as Ranjit Joldas (fisherman)
and Sorwar (boatman) while iden-
tity of three others could not be
known till writing of thisreport.

Two BCL activists were caught by
their rivals Saturday evening inside
the cabin of Dhaka-bound Parabat
launchandbeaten up severely.

Later, they were dragged out of
the launch and taken away in the
presence of hundreds of passengers
andsecurity personnel.

Activists of JCD and ICS told this
correspondent that the two young
men were involved in various terror-
istactivities duringthe Awamirule.

One killed
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victim was killed in a shootout
between the members of two gangs
infrontofthe Planning Bhaban.

Atabout 7:00pm, the duty officer
of the Mohammadpur Police
Station said no case was filed in this
connection.

In the afternoon, Pallabi police
recovered the body of a miscreant
from the Baunia Embankment Lake
atPallabi.

The dead was identified as
Sukkur Ali, 25, son of Abul Hasem.
Informed by the local people, police
recovered thebodyand sentitto the
DMCH morgue after inquestreport.

Police believe that unidentified

miscreants abducted Sukkur Ali
earlier.

BDRCS Board
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ing the former managing board
headed by Sheikh Kabir Hossain.

The other members of the ad-
hoc Managing Board are Morshed
Kamal, Kamal Uddin Chowdhury,
Ahsan Habib Kamal, Kazi Asad, M
A TJalil, Khondkar Abdus Salam,
Shahida Rahman Jotsna, Alhaj
Jahirul Haque Shahajada Miah,
Habibur Rahman Nantu, Rezaul
Karim Badsha, Monirul Huda and
DrShahidul Alam.

In the same order, the president
superseded the managing board
chaired by Sheikh Kabir Hossain
until 31 December, 2002.

The order stated that during the
period all powers an functions of
the managing board would be
exercised and performed by the ad-
hoc managing board, said a press
release.

Arms recovered
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Mahalchhari Road at Nunchhari and
recovered four LGs, four pistols, 20
rounds of ammunition, eight masks,
a Chinese axe and a dagger from the
vehicle. The persons arrested were
aboard the microbus, which was also
seized.

They are Firoz, 19, the driver,
Soydul Hasan, 23, Jamal Hossain, 21,
Masud, 21, Ful Mia, 22, Roni, 22, Tara
Mia, 25, Anwar Hossain, 23, Moinul
Haq, 29,and Faruq, 17.

Later, the arrested persons and
recovered arms and ammunition
were handed over to the local
police.

US showers over 100 bombs
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In the largest raid against Taliban
troops arrayed directly against
Northern Alliance fighters, the
number of bombs dropped in five
hours exceeded the total let loose
in four previous strikes this week.

A Northern Alliance spokesman
acknowledged that the Taliban
early yesterday retook part of a key
area near Mazar-i-Sharif, further
west, after almost 12 hours of fierce
fighting.

He said the Taliban reoccupied
the eastern part of Aq-Kupruk
district, 70 kilometers south of
Mazar-i-Sharif, after more than 12
hours of fighting Saturday and
today.

He claimed 80 Taliban troops
were killed, 200 were captured and
800 defected.

The Taliban ambassador in
Islamabad, Abdul Salam Zaeef,
confirmed they had retaken the
zone, with "heaps" of dead opposi-
tion troops in the area, and denied
any mass defections.

If the opposition can gain con-
trol of Aq-Kupruk, it would mark
their first significant advance
towards Mazar-i-Sharif since US-
led forces began bombing targets
in Afghanistan on October 7.

Mazar-i-Sharif, near the border
with Uzbekistan, where 1,000 US
troops are deployed, would be a
key supply and staging center for
anti-Taliban forces in an eventual
thrust toward Kabul and the rest of
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the leader in
Peshawar of a Muslim extremist
party said a group of 1,200 armed
Pakistani Pashtun tribesmen
crossed the border into
Afghanistan yesterday to join the
Taliban.

The total number of volunteers
who crossed over now totals 4,400,
he said, and 4,000 more massed on
the border are expected to join
them by Friday.

Relief groups, meanwhile, with
the onset of winter only days away,
were racing against time to get
urgent aid to millions of Afghans.

"The clock is ticking but it does-
n't stop ticking on November 15,"
said a spokeswoman, referring to
the traditional start of the Afghan
winter. "All we can do is focus on
pumpinginasmuchaswe can."

The first snowfall of the season
has been reported in the hills north
ofKabul, indicating an early start to
the bitter winter period.

Aid workers say more than six
million Afghans will need interna-
tional aid as the weather deterio-
rates.

In the United States, gripped by
a bioterror scare since October 5, a
New Jersey postal employee was
reported ill with anthrax, bringing
the tally to 18 infected, including
fourdead.

Reuters says, Arab League
Secretary-General Amr Moussa
dismissed bin Laden's appeal for a
holy war, saying the Saudi militant

did not speak for the world's Arabs
and Muslims. Egypt, the Arab
world's most populous country,
also dismissed the plea and said
the world was united in the US-led
war against terrorism.

"There is a war between bin
Laden and the whole world,"
Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmad
Mabher told reporters ahead of a
meeting of Arab foreign ministers
in Syria.

But Syrian Foreign Minister
Farouq al-Shara, in his address to
the opening session of the meeting
of the ministers, blasted the United
States for its "unlimited" support
toIsrael.

Looking pale and becoming
emotional towards the end of a
televised statement, bin Laden,
defiant in military fatigues and
with an AK-47 assault rifle by his
side, appealed to the world's 1.2
billion Muslims to join him in a
religious war against "infidel"
Christians and Jews.

"The leaders of the region are
shunning and shying away from
supporting their brothers," he said
in the statement broadcast by
Qatar's Arabic al-Jazeera satellite
television channel yesterday. "This
war is primarily a religious war."

White House spokeswoman
Anne Womack dismissed the
statement as an act of desperation,
saying: "This is more propaganda
that shows how isolated bin Laden
isfrom the rest of the world."

BCL calls strike at
SUST from today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The Bangladesh Chhatra League
has called strike for an indefinite
period at the Shahjalal University
of Science & Technology (SUST)
fromtoday.

The university reopened yester-
day after the Durga Puja. The BCL
activists who had left the campus
after clashes with JCD activists on
October 15 returned to the campus
yesterday.

The BCL called the strike to
press home its 3 point demands --
ensuring staying of all genuine
students in the Shahporan Hall,
right to education for all students
on the campus and formation of
an inquiry committee to probe all
terrorist activities that took place
on the campus since the take-over
by the caretaker government.

The BCL activists also inter-
cepted varsity-bound vehicles to
prevent the students from attend-
ing classes. Term tests and classes
could notbe held yesterday.

Meanwhile, the JCD held a
meeting and brought out a proces-
sion on the campus protesting
BCL activities.

The rival groups of JCD on the
campus were feuding for long. The

MP hostel suites
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vacate the suites to leave those by
November 6. It decided to allocate
the suites and rooms to lawmakers
from different parties proportion-
ately at its next meeting on
November 8.

Chaired by Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain, the
meeting was informed that most of
the MPs already vacated the suites
and the rest would vacate within a
dayor two.

The meeting also discussed a
proposal to allocate the 'NAM flats'
to MPs. But it decided to refer the
Ei(;ﬁ)osal to Leader of the House

edaZiaforher consideration.

Earlier on Monday, the
Committee had decided that MPs
who have residence in the capital
would not be allocated suites or
rooms at MP hostels. Ministers,
state ministers and deputy minis-
ters who would get government
residence under ministerial quota
would also not be given MP hostel
suites. Senior most MPs would be
given preference in getting suites or
rooms.

Several BNP MPs forcibly occu-
pied 34 hostel suites, ousting
members of the seventh parlia-
menton October4.

CU BCL
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The armed cadres of Islami
Chhatra Shibir launched the attack
when BCL men tried to enter the
campusinaprocession on Saturday
morning.

During the siege programme
yesterday, all classesand scheduled
examinations were not held and
aﬁtendance of general students was
thin.

Meanwhile, the CU authorities
have formed a 4-member commit-
tee with Dr. Imam Ali as its conve-
nor to probe the Saturday's inci-
dent. Other members of the com-
mittee are Proctor Abdul Hakim, Dr.
Yusuf Sharif Ahmed Khan and Dr.
Lutfur Rahman. The committee has
been asked to submit its report by
November 15.

central JCD announced its univer-
sity committee last month, but the
Sylhet district BNP suspended its
activitiesindefinitely.

The final examinations sched-
uled to begin on November 25 have
become uncertain due to the
prevailing situation. The examina-
tion dates were fixed for the third
time after a three-month stalemate
following an indefinite strike called
bytheJCD.

Khulna Division
Fresh probe into
murder of 7
newsmen soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The authorities will shortly reinves-
tigate the cases concerning murder
of seven journalists in Khulna
division during the last five years,
according to a highly placed source
in the office of DIG Khulna Range.

The cases were filed with police
stations concerned in five districts
ofthe division.

Journalists who were murdered
during the last five years were free-
dom fighter S M Alauddin, editor of
Dainik Patradut, Satkhira, Saiful
Alam Mukul, editor of Dainik
Runner, Jessore, Shamsur Rahman,
Bureau Chief of Dainik Janakantha,
Jessore, Mir Elias Hossain Dilip,
editor of weekly Birdarpan,
Jhenidah, Nahar Ali, Staff
Correspondent of Dainik Anirvan,
Khulna, Rezaul Karim, Kaliganj
Correspondent of Weekly
Birdarpan and Bazlur Rahman,
Correspondent of a daily published
from Chuadanga.

Complainants of these murder
cases have alleged that IOs submit-
ted chargesheets under political
influence, saving the real accused.
Reinvestigation would be ordered
as per demand of the complain-
ants, the source said.

Kanchan Bridge
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In order to remove intolerable
traffic jams from the city, the road
would be constructed for direct
traffic between the port city of
Chittagong and the northern
region bypassing the route through
the capital.

Construction expenditure for
the 48-km Dhaka Bypass connect-
ing Joydebpur with Madanpur on
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway is
estimated at over Tk 255.69 crore.

Earth-filling works on the
bypass along the highway that
passes through the Jamuna Bridge
"are at the stages of completion,"
the announcementsaid.

It said the project works were
being financed entirely from
domesticresources.

Communications Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda, Secretary
Syed Rezaul Hayat, R&H
Department Chief Engineer Fazlul
Hagq and senior officials concerned
visited the site yesterday and over-
saw the progress of preliminary
works.

JS tidbits
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"Still, she is unwilling to join the
parliament. Unfortunately though,
the ruling party is pursuing the
opposition with sweet words to
attend the session," Siddiqui said
sarcastically.

"But you (the ruling party) did
not complement the 22 opposition
lawmakers who are very much in
the House ... what's the big deal if
the main opposition party does not
come," he said, drawing applause
from the treasury bench and the
opposition Jatiya Partylawmakers.

Furious with the AL for claiming
that the election was part of a
conspiracy designed to bring the
BNP back to power, Quader
Siddiqui said, "Maybe, they (AL)
wanted to have their conspiracy
implemented by the president,
who refused to oblige."

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia was
smiling while others in the treasury
bench cheered, as they seemed to
be enjoying every bit of the verbal
assault initiated by the war veteran
on their common political rival.

Communications Minister
Nazmul Huda tried to make a
point, but on a wrong perception.
Huda drew the speaker's attention
to contend that the latter dwelt on
call attention notices although the
issue was not included in the day's
agenda.Huda's contention con-
fused the speaker who consulted
the parliament officials sitting in
front of him before justifying his
move. Apparently unhappy about
the chair's explanation, a per-
turbed Huda rose again to assert
himself. This prompted two of his
treasury bench colleagues to come
to the aid of the speaker. Industries
Minister MK Anwar explained that
the speaker was supposed to
accept all the notices he received
until two hours before the start of
the day's sitting. "As per rule, you
(Speaker) will accept three of the
notices which will be included in
the agenda later on a day."The
issue was better explained by
Salahuddin Quer Choudhury, the
parliamentary affairs adviser to the

prime minister. "The rule provides
that the speaker will dispose of the
notices once the question-answer
houris over. And, the disposal need
notbeincluded in the day's agenda
ashasalwaysbeenthe case."

While ridiculing his colleague,
Choudhury wondered how call
attention notices could be incor-
porated into the agenda unless
those were accepted.

Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain revived the once-settled
debate over the use of Bangla word
"Saangsad for the member of
parliament. Saangsad was widely
used instead of Sangsad Sadashya
in the House during the last AL
regime.

"Saangsad is a word imported
from India; it is not there in the
constitution nor in the parlia-
ment'srule of procedure," the chief
whip said and sought a ban on the
use of the 'alien' word.

Agreed, the speaker ruled that
all should use the word Sangsad
Sadashya instead of Saangsad. He
also asked the parliament secretar-
iat to correct the proceedings
accordingly.

Following a similar debate in
the fifth parliament, the then
speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali ruled
that there was nothing wrong in
using the word Saangsad, although
he preferred calling an MP Sangsad
Sadashya as referred to in the
constitution and the rules of proce-
dure.

As the main opposition AL
continued abstaining from attend-
ing the House, two seats on the
front row in the opposition were
allocated to two top leaders of two
Jatiya Party factions.

Roushan Ershad, heading the
Ershad-led JP lawmakers, and
Anwar Hossain Monju, the lone MP
of his faction of JP, were yesterday
brought to the front row from the
second row in the opposition
bench. The new arrangement will
deprive two senior AL legislators of
their seats on the front row should
the partyjoin the parliament.
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