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Drawing inspiration from Sultan

Tanvir Islam Mithu's one man show focuses on life around him

Favza HAQ

ANVIR Islam Mithu,

who recently had his

solo exhibition at the
Zainul Gallery, said that in his
pursuit of fine arts he was
mostly inspired by SM Sultan
rather than any other artist. He
said that as a student he was
greatly attracted to outdoor
scenes and his surroundings.
At the same time, he made
close studies of post-
impressionist painters along
with the Fauvists and Cubists.
However, while learning from
them, he tried to maintain his
ownindividual identity.

In this particular exhibition
Tanvir included his work from
his MFA class. He said that
while remaining faithful within
the framework of the curricu-
lum he tried to represent his
own identity with red blues and
yellow dominating in his land-
scapes . The rest, he said are
arrangements in red, yellow
and mixed blue.

Dipping into his personal
life and his surroundings , he
pointed out, he had added

symbolism to lend depth to his
work. While aware that critics
were there to guide him in his
work, he had also kept the
viewers in mind.

In Tanvir's Landscape, done
in mixed media, we see tall thin
trunks of trees in brown and
black. The branches of leaves
in clumps are seen in hazes of
green and blue. The back-
ground is brought in cubes of
orange, yellow brown and
burnt sienna, seen in between
the tree trunks, which are some-
times particoloured. Thus
nature has been simplified and
presented in geometrical
forms oftall sentinels.

My Room-1, also in mixed
media, brings in a room
depicted in cubes of green,
blue, brown, blue, yellow and
black with the left part being
divided by a yellow bar leading
ontomore cubesinred, yellow,
blue and brown. There is a
doorway to the left done in
duck egg blue and yellow. The
doors themselves are done in
combination of horizontal and
vertical shades of orange,
brown and blue. On the floor,

which is a big splash of semi
circular bunt red are two lying
elongated human figures done
inshades ofblue.

Another conglomeration of
squares and lines forming
doors and windows is My
Room-2, a mixed media, hold-
ing a pair of sketched out fig-
ures in ink blue paced on a
yellow oblong base. One figure
has its knee up while the other
has crossed its legs while both
have folded hands behind the
head. These resting figures are
seen against oblong shapes of
burnt sienna, yellow ochre,
black, sap green, pale brown
and yellow. Once again figures
and forms have been reduced
to bars, stripes, rectangles and
minimal sketches.

Workstation, in acrylic, has a
figure in brown and red, sitting
bent on a chair and behind it
are computers and other office
paraphernalia in blobs of
orange, red, brown and beige.
The arms of the figure are exag-
gerated as compared to the
small head. The orange of its
clothes merge with similar
shades at the back while even

My Room-1, mixed media, 12 cmX102cm

Workstation, acrylic, 62cm X 50 cm

the shadows are the same
shades of yellow, orange and
brown so that the subject
blends with the background.
Face, in acrylic, is an intrigu-
ing composition of blue, black,
brown, red and yellow, with a
brown mask in the centre of
bars and curves of a variation of
colours which suggest shapes

My Room-2, mixed media, 122 cm X 02 cm

from everydaylife and dream.

Model Study -3, in acrylic,
hasadarkfeminine figure done
in shades of indigo blue with a
loin clothe, bangles and chain
done in deep red. The woman
is not young and muscles and
fat bulges are apparent. Her
skin is dark and her breast
pendulant and her calves
curved. Yet this dusky middle-
aged figure in her pensive
mood, sitting on two stools, in
front of a window and gazing
out moves us despite her lack
of physical charm. The depic-
tionis down to earth and has its
own earthy appeal.

Orange, blue, brown and
yellow ochre are used in Model
Sudy-1and Model Study-2, also
in acrylic, to depict standing
working women with their
fitting pale simple blouses and
their hitched up skirts. Their
hair is tied at the back and they
are depicted in simple lines,
their face being blank in one
case, in another a combination
of rectangles and triangles and
blue and black shades in the
third.

The faces of buffaloes, seen
from below and the side with
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Model Study, acrylic, 35cm X 50 cm

their noses thrust up and their
brown liquid eyes with their
long lashes staring into the
future ahead done in brown,
green, blue and black, set off
with strokes of gray and more
floating shapes at the back give
us amysterious insight into the
domestic creatures of the farm.

Buffalo, a pastel work, show
the same animals from the
back and sides so that we get
unusual angles of their tails,
hips, hooves and horns set
against a cloudless sky with the
beaten plain below. The move-
ments of the animals have
been captured with sensitivity.
The same can be seen of Vil-
lage, an acrylic, where the
buffaloes with their dreamy
large eyes are combined with
human figures in the bullock
cart behind, which the woman
sitting with knees bent and the
man driving the bullocks
ahead. Touches of red, dark
green and beige bring scenes
from the wayside path and
village behind.

A seated figure in Woman,
another acrylic, brings the
traditional scene of a village
women oiling her long mid-

night blue hair. The sari has
hints of green flower motifs
while the bottle green blouse is
touched with red. Her face,
neck, hair and hands have
cubist touches to complete
them while the household
scene at the back is formed
with bars of colours.

Study-1 and Study-2, both in
acrylic, have young seated
women in red, yellow, gray and
white, detailed with black to
show the harmony of friend-
ship. Here the clothes, faces
and limbs are splashes of
colours with only hints of
details.

Play, in pastel, brings in two
chess players who are ponder-
ing over their next move. Their
clothes, faces and hands are
simply suggested while details
ofthe game and the hookah are
broughtin squares and circular
shapeswith elongated tops.

Tanvir's deftness with his
strokes in delineating house-
hold items and paraphernalia
around him are admirable
indeed. His emphasis is not
only on formal display of times
but on time and space of which
theyare avital part.
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Group show
A group exhibition of Samakal
Shilpi Goshty opens at Shilpangan
on Friday, November 2 at 4:30 pm.
Noted artist Aminul Islam will
perform the inauguration while
renowned educationist Prof.
Anusuzzaman will preside over the
function. Renowned artist Rafiqun
Nabi will be present as special
gueston the occasion.

Sculpture show

The second sculpture show by
Nasima Hag Mitu begins on
November 1 at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University at Shahbag. The inaugu-
ral will take place at 5 in the evening
with Manzare Hassin Murad,
Moinuddin Khaled, Mamun
Hussain, and Azad Abul Kalam
attending as guests.

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work is now being held at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts, House # 275/F,
Road # 27, Dhanmondi. The artist's
work reflect affliction inflicted on
nature and women.The show runs
everyday from 12 noon to 8 pm. till
November 14.

The Mummy Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster now
runs at the country's premier
cinema hall Modhumita. The
Mummy Returns is the sequel of
The Mummy and have all the
ingredients of its earlier one. With
its spine-tingling adventures
against breath-taking landscapes,
The Mummy Returns is sure to thrill
cine buffs.

Streetdrama

Winter is the time for street drama.
Bangladesh Patha Natak Parishad
every year holds street drama
through out the winter season. This
year's street drama season begins
on Friday November 2 at 3 in the
evening at Suhrawardy Uddan.
Theatre personality Aly Zaker will
inaugurate the season while
Mamunur Rashid, Nasir Uddin
Bachchu, Pujush Banerjee, Golam
Kuddus, and Rokeya Rafiq will take
partin the discussion.
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