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Republic of Venice and the major d A - f th EI y f g I'
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prmte Peaﬁe and’]wm. Sedes, the "Chair of Peter") while
receiving Apostolic Nuncios as
—TOPE ]O/in ?au[ 1 envoys from the Pope in their own
capital cities,
The shape of the diplomatic
corps accredited to the Vatican has
changed considerably since the
OUR BEST WISHES AND 1400s. The most obvious change is
numerical, as today 172 countries
HEARTIEST CONGRATIII_ATIONS from around the world have full
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 23RD diplomatic exchange with the Holy
See at Ambassadorial level.
» ANNIVERSARY OF THE Added to these are the hpf._’(:iul
agreements between the Vatican
BEGINNING OF THE MINISTRY OF and Russia, Switzerland and the
Palestinian Liberation
POPE IOHN PAUL II AS SUPREME Organization. A fourth exceptional
case is the Sovereign Military Order
PASTOR OF THE CHURCH of Malta, whose sovereignty is inter-
nationally recognized, although it
has only a castle on the island of
Maltaasitsterritory.
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