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Remembrance

Eulogising a novelist

A discussion on Mohammad Najibur Rahman Sahitya Ratna at Bangla Academy

Az1z AMIRUL

ANGLA Academy

organised a

discussion
programme in memory of
Mohammad Najibur Rahman
Shahittya Ratna on the
evening of October 18. The
occasion witnessed a large
group of literary people.

Former Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor of Dhaka University Profes-
sor Wakil Ahmed presided
over the meeting. The event
also presented two other
reputed scholars like Profes-
sor Rafiqul Islam, the Direc-
tor-General of Bangla Acad-
emy and a former director of
the same academy Azaharul
Islam Bhuiyan.

Though the programme
was arranged in observance
of the death anniversary of
Najibur Rahman yet the reve-

lation of the speakers also
revolved round a common
sphere of Bengali literature
reminiscing the era of late
middle ages up to early twenti-
eth century till when Najibur
Rahman passed away in
1923.

Well-known writers like
Pyareychand Mitra, Muku-
ndaram Chakravarti, Mir
Mosharraf Hossain, Daulat
Kazi, Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee and Hanna
Catherine also offered analyti-
cal thoughts at the discussion.
The main speaker Azaharul
Islam delivered some truly
enchanting words on the
works and influence of the
above authors on the Bengali
community.

Born in 1860 in a village of
Shahjadpur in Sirajganj dis-
trict, Najibur Rahman came
from a least advantageous

family. Due to limitation of
economic competence young
talented Najib had no other
option but to drop out from
secondary level.

But his strong will power
and gifted intelligence gained
him easy access to the presti-
gious profession of teaching
that remained as his chief
source of returns till the end.

The most astounding fea-
ture of Najib lies in the fact of
becoming a writer while pass-
ing his days amidst financial
hardship and conservative
social attitudes of the rural
Bangladesh. The portrayal of
rural middle-class set-up is
found in a number of his works
especially, in 'Anowara' in
which the central character, a
female, plays the role of a
village teenager.

Rahman is able to adjust
his attitude with a wide range
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AzaharulIslam Bhuiyan and Prof. Rafiqul Islam listening to Professor Wakil Ahmed
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Professor Wakil Ahmed and Professor

of aeon. Young readers
engrossed among the pages
of his works would find plea-
sure in reading the novels of
Najibur Rahman, not to speak
of a serious readers. Pictur-
esque setting, style, theme
and even the typical mode of

RafiqulIslam

psychological enjoyment for a
youthful reader of the 21*
century would not be achieved
from the idealistic plot of
'Anowara' as one would never
discover the literary message
of amodern fiction there.

Yet the romantic tone, hon-

Azaharul Islam spoke on Anowara

Islam and the worldly plea-
sures sought by her nephew
are a few instances those
could be matched with the
villainous acts found in plots of
the later period write-ups.
According to Professor
Rafiqul Islam, the love story of

readers get an opportunity to
know and understand the lives

and habits of the typical rural
community of this part of the
world", said Professor Ahmed.
"The social demands of the
common Bengali families
come up in adistinct fashionin
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Art show

An exhibition of Rokeya Sultana's
work ceremoniously opens on
October 25, 2001 at 6: 00 p.m. at
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts, House #
275/F, Road # 27, Dhanmondi. The
artist's work reflect affliction inflicted
on nature and women.The show runs
everyday from 12 noon to 8 pm. till
November 14.

The Mummy
Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster now
runs at the country's premier cinema

hall Modhumita. The Mummy
Returns is the sequel of The Mummy

verbal expression of the 19"  esty and principles of different 'Anowara’, creating a number  this novel with elaborated Zgﬂiehra‘(’;:"vm 'Eg’id';’:_sﬂn°f”r']t5
century character comes upin  characters of this novel inten-  of conflicts in the lives of the ~dramatic presentation of vari- adventures against bfeath-tagking
high distinction among the sjfy through speeches and central characters, is also a ous themes including some landscapes, The Mummy Returns is
vividly portrayed scenarios of here we see the successofthe typical Bengali document conflicting social attitude”, he sure to thrill cine buffs. Hordes of

this literary gem very rightfully
entitled as 'Sahitya Ratna'.

Traditionally the young
generation here has immense
interest as far as love-related
themes are concerned. An
affair develops in the plot of
'‘Anowara’ after a young girl
receives a new lease of life by
the homeopathic treatment of
the visiting guest Nurul Islam.
An educated young man of the
urban community, Nurul Islam
falls in love with her. But the

Tv Gl

author, flourishing within the
boundaries of a restricted
society.

For a contemporary reader
of modern best sellers the plot
of Anowarais a masterpiecein
exploring the social condition
of those times. For many read-
ers the novel brings a lot of
subjects quite similar in atti-
tude and style of the present
times. The heinous activities
of the stepmother of Nurul
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trying to project the sense of
religious fervour of the ortho-
dox Muslim during the previ-
ous centuries. He also
believes that 'Anowara’ is the
second most popular novel in
Bengali Literature right after
'‘Bishad Sindhu', a novel by Mir
Mosharraf Hossain based on
the theme of religious sacrifice
atKarbala.

"Anowara is one of the first
Bengali works in which the

added.

For the 100-plus guests,
the discussion programme
was, in fact, a befitting
arrangement by Bangla Acad-
emy. It not only made us
aware of the social values of
our predecessors but also
created quite a stir in the
minds of the listeners allowing
all to have a close review of
the rich blend of literary
retrospe-ctives produced by
19" century Bengali authors.

canine bodied Anubis warriors-
literally hounds from hell-bound
across the Sahara in attack
formation while carnivorus pygmy
mummies ambush their pray in the
jungles of the Nile.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their
canvas the rich variety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show has been extended
ill October 31 everyday from 11 am
to8pm.
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