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A voice apart

Alliance Francaise de Dacca hosts a solo musical perform

SAIFUL ISLAM

LLIANCE Fancaise
de Dacca organised
Musique Classique
Vocale -- an evening of classi-
cal music at 7 on October 10,
2001. The solo performer on
the occasion was Kalpana
Bhattacharya -- a classical
singer par excellence from
Kolkata, India.
On the floor there was a
long cloth, spread over, of
milk white colour, circling half
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the stage. The stage was
neatly decorated with buff
coloured marigold flowers,
woven in long garlands. The
audience came through the
cafe into the hall where the
programme was arranged.
The room was filled up with a
considerable crowd and
sweet fragrance of flowers. A
few minutes before the
programme the singer came
and dozens crowded around
her to seek her blessing. She
is crowned in the heart of her

Kalpana is one of the few exponents of Agra Atrauli gharana preserving the

fans; before her entrance the
listeners were waiting in rest-
less silence. When she went
upstage listeners were again
silent -- this time with eager
ears, and beating hearts.

She started singing
Ragapurba, a much coveted
item for the raga lovers. From
the beginning it seemed a bit
difficult a task for the musi-
cians to maintain musical
measure with her voice. A
voice which surges up like the
tide of an ocean; then falls
with a rhythm of sweet crystal
clear harmony; then
upsurges again and takes the
audience with it near the
horizon where the sky has
met the earth. "Quite a celes-
tial voice, quite a divine
purity," remarked a
middleaged audience, Atul.

The Virabi Thaten Chandra
Ghosh rained like a melody --
soothing serenity. After the
ragapurba this raga created a
sweet enchantment. The
listeners were nodding like
children in dream. The pure
melancholic strain suffused
the nippy hallroom. Some-
times it seemed that her voice
is coming of a land far away;
as if one listens to music in
dream; and consciousness
wakes him slightly in ease. A
veritable jet of music -- a
belated torrent of nectar.

Classical music, as
believed in general, could be
a precious component to
relieve the burden of soul; it
relishes the heavenly grace
through the voice of the
singer. It is also believed that
a classical singer imbues in
her saintly qualities; that in
touch may turn a rusty iron
into gold.
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Classical music is a deep
rooted part of the sub-
continental cultural tradition.
Its influence nowadays has
enlivened a considerable part
of cross country culture. The
philosophical trait of classical
music has always been a
curious subject to the western
world. Their admiration was
proved again last evening
when numerous French,
Dutch and English citizens
gathered around Kalpana
Bhattacharya to taste the
honey dewed-depth of classi-
cal music.

Classical singer Kalpana
Bhattacharya, an artist
belonging to the Ataroul
branch of Agra Gharana, was
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v

Kalpana Bhattacharya's majestic voice casts a spell on the music lovers of the city on October 10

born in 1939 at Baranagar of
Calcutta. She started learn-
ing music in 1960 from
Nalinaksa Datta, whom she
considers her first Guru. In
the process of her growth as a
classical singer Kalpana
accepted the talim of Kalidas
Dey, her second teacher.

In 1970 Kalpana devoted
herself to the teaching of
eminent Ustad Ata Hossain
Khan, a maestro of Agra
school. In a decade he taught
her more than three hundred
ragas. The other Gurus of
Kalpana were Ustad Ata
Hossain Khan Saheb's
nephew Ustad Latafat
Hossain Khan Saheb and
brother-in-law Ustad Khadin

Hossain Khan Saheb. Both of
them are renowned masters
of Ataroul branch. It may be
mentioned that Agra Gharana
belonging to the classical
music began its journey way
back in fourteenth century
during the reign of Sultan
Alauddin Khilji.

Since 1999, Kalpana
Bhattacharya has been
invited every year by the
Indian High Commission to
run workshops on Indian
classical music in Bangla-
desh. She admires the enthu-
siasm and devotion of her
disciples in Dhaka. It is amaz-
ing that the youngsters of
today's Bangladesh are going
to be the full grown colourful

flowers of tomorrow's classi-
cal music.
"Some of them come from

Narayanganj and remote
suburbs of Bangladesh to
Dhaka to take talim on classi-
cal music from me. Their
nourishment could have been
more rich but for the political
anarchy and traffic jams.
Moreover three-year is a very
short time. | could have
taught them more, they are
interested, but the time is
fleeting away. Classical
music needs a larger duration
of teaching," added the con-
ductor of the workshops,
Kalpana Bhattacharya.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Mummy

Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster now runs
at the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita. The Mummy Returns is
the sequel of The Mummy and have
all the ingredients of its earlier one.
With its spine-tingling adventures
against breath-taking landscapes,
The Mummy Returns is sure to thrill
cine buffs. Hordes of canine bodied
Anubis warriors-literally hounds from
hell-bound across the Sahara in
attack formation while carnivorus
pygmy mummies ambush their pray
inthe jungles of the Nile.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints runs till October 26 at the
French cultural centre, Alliance
Francaise, at Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show has been extended till October
31everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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