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Throwing a lifeline

Dhaka Caledonian Somety holds fashion show for the orphans of Sreepur Children's Village

CLAUDIA LAUBSCHER

OUNG Bengali design-
ers enchanted an inter-
national audience with

their imagination and talent at a
fashion show organised by the

call her at the Caledonien Soci-
ety to getan extra copy.

During the cheerful evening
the organiser reminded again
and again of the good cause of
the event. The children of
Sreepur village, some of which

ers, it has also outstanding
young talent which has to be
unearthed", said Falconer.
"Designers help the country to
produce value-added products -
this is definitely the way for-
ward." It is her hope that these

Dhaka Caledonian Society on talents can play a part in the  parmed the viewers with the The Mummy
Wednesday evening in world of fashion and design, f B lid Returns
Gulshan. The show with their periormance orengat dances,

using textile products from
Bangladesh.

It is of no surprise that the
students and also the audience
admired the gowns created by
Qumrul. He is one of the leading
designers in Bangladesh and
was awarded the Best Designer
in 1999 by Sketch Magazine. He
also designs suits for Boy
George and Satchi. The beauti-
ful and very elegant evening
dresses, many of them meticu-
lously embroidered, made the
passion of the bidders run high
during the auction. They outbid
each others while the models
had to walk up and down the
catwalk again and again. One
especially elegant blue dress
which caught the eye of many
ladies in the audience rose

This Hollywood blockbuster now runs
at the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita. The Mummy Returns is
the sequel of The Mummy and have
all the ingredients of its earlier one.
With its spine-tingling adventures
against breath-taking landscapes,
The Mummy Returns is sure to thrill
cine buffs. Hordes of canine bodied
Anubis warriors-literally hounds from
hell-bound across the Sahara in
attack formation while carnivorus
pygmy mummies ambush their pray
inthe jungles of the Nile.

will directly benefit from the
evening. Their village relies on
public donations. It is in need of
better facilities and a safe recre-
ational area. One hundred
percent of the proceeds raised
go towards the construction and
equipment of a recreational
area to build the children their
field of dreams: A field will be
transformed into courts for
cricket, badminton, basketball
and more.

The evening was a gathering
of the "united nations" to help
those less fortunate. Apart from
the designers there were also
the local singers and dancers
Babu and Shwama plus chil-
dren of the Dhaka International
School who showed their talent
and enchanted the audience
with great effort.

textile creations and the follow-
ing auction of the gowns by the
reputed designer Quazi Qumrul
Islam raised half a million taka.
This money will go directly to the
Sreepur Children's Village, an
orphanage near Dhaka. It was
Yvonne Rankin-Patullo, chief-
tain of the Dhaka Caledonian
Society, who initiated the event.

The Dhaka Caledonian Soci-
ety is part of the Caledonian
Society in Scotland having
branches all over the world.
Apart from the yearly celebra-
tions of its country's major fig-
ures, the poet Robert Burns and
the patron saint Andrews, the
major objective of the society is
to raise funds for local deserving
causes. The chieftain, Rankin, a
down-to-earth Scotswoman
who is the Finance Manager of
Shell Bangladesh, first sought
of helping the Sreepur orphans
in the beginning of September,

The students of the BGMEA on the ramp with their self-designed creations in
order to raise money for the children of Sreepur

because they reminded the Leading fashion designer of the
Scots amongst them of their country Kuhu also helped them
home country. with the choreography. It is the

According the principal of the  aim of the institute, which offers
BIFT, Sheena M. Falconer, the 2 Honours Courses in Garment
students modelled their own Manufacturing Management
ideas. The Knitwear and denim  and Pattern Cutting and Design,
garments have been produced to teach young Bengalis at
within the placement factoriesof international standards. "Ban-
the BGMEA and "creatively gladesh is not only one of the
extended" by the students. leading garment manufactur-

The members of the Dhaka Caledonian Society and its chieftain Yvonne
Rankin-Patullo (with microphone) motivate the audience to contribute to a
good cause during the fashion show

mance on the ramp comparable
to any catwalk of international
mainstream.

The locally produced gar-
ments ranged from mini-skirts
over elegant deux-pieces, to
sarees. The boys and girls of the
institute proved that they can
master various materials such
as paper, silk and cotton and

that they can design clothes for
any occasion. Many of the
dresses showed the influence of
Bengali tradition. There were
denims with print motives
inspired by Rickshaw art, water
lilies and fiery orange tigers.
The sarees with Scottish Tartan
patterns led to special applause
by the international audience

73000 taka, a fortune worth
spending. Organiser Rankin
emphasised that whoever
missed the chance to purchase
a dress at the occasion could

she thought spontaneously that
this could be done with a fashion

auction.

"When | asked

designer Qumrul to help he
readily agreed, this is how it all
started", she said.

It had taken weeks of
rehearsal and preparation and
the dedication of many spon-
sors such as British Airways,

Citibank,

Nestle, Unocal, Cairn

Energy, Halliburtion, Shell and
Orchid Printers to make the
show possible.

The students of the Bangla-
desh Garment Manufacturers

Export Association

(BGMEA)

Institute of Fashion and Tech-
nology (BIFT), who are only in
their second and third semester,
presented an inspired perfor-

Twantlsh expatnates were not very shy when they walked on stage with
their colourful big hats to entertain the audience during the fashion show
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Two young g|rls of Sreepur Vlllage charm the audience with their dance
number. It is girls like this who will benefit directly from the show organised
by the Dhaka Caledonian Society

suit contemporary taste

 ad

Some of the clothes designed by the BGMEA were very Western- orlented to

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints runs till October 26 at the
French cultural centre, Alliance
Francaise, at Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show has been extended till October
31everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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