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Bangladeshi film wins top award in Kathmandu

Directed by Yasmin Kabir the award—wmnlng film "My Migrant Soul' narrates the painful tale of a mlgrant worker

FAYzA HAQ

HE top award at Film South
Asia 2001 (FSA '01) Ram
Bahadur trophy went to a
Bangladeshi film 'My Migrant Soul',
directed by Yasmin Kabir. FSA'01 is
the third festival in a series of South

Stories" directed by Surabi Sharma.
This is a social documentary pre-
senting everyday conflicts of people
in a Mumbai slum. It is admirable for
the felicity with which it handles
complexities of the urban economy
issues such as casual labour, formal
vs informal modes of employment,

"l make films in cooperation with
other film makers. | document the
present in the background of the
past . My films look at how history
affects people. This deals with
people who have experienced both
negative and positive history. The
subject the interests me most are
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Asian documentaries held at and fragmentation of the labour the events of 1971 in Bangladesh on
Kathmandu from 4" to 7" October, process. which | have made a fim called The Mummy
The film festival was inaugu- "King of Dreams", another Indian "Their War'. It is on how women Returns

rated by the famous director Shyam
Benegal and began with the screen-
ing of Dhruba Basnet's "The Killing
Terraces " based on the Maoist
insurgency in Nepal.

HE Nihal Roderigo, Secretary
General of SAARC, as part of the
opening function, launched the
clearinghouse of South Asian
Documentaries, which hopes to
promote and popularize South
Asian documentaries by lending
information and marketing support.

Altogether, 45 documentaries on
South Asian topics were screened in
the competition, held over three and
a half days of the Film such Asia
festival. Six of these films are from
Nepal including "The Hills Are Red"
(on the Maoist revolution), shot in
Rukum, Ropla and Jajarkot, hilly
parts of Nepal. The films came from
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Pakistan, with subjects varying from
Indian man's sexual fantasies to the
Pakistani women's thoughts on
men, from the panic caused by the
Kosi embankments in Bihar to
literary introspection in Assam, from
alternative schooling in Kerala to the
Kashmiri theatre. A non-competitive
section at the festival showcased
production in various categories,
including archival films.

Thirty filmmakers from all over
the Subcontinent arrived in
Kathmandu for the occasion and
they presented their films and later
lead discussions. The three films
adjudged the best were awarded
cash prizes of USD 2000, 1000 and
500 respectively.

The films were judged by a
three-member jury headed by
internationally-renowned director
Shyam Benegal. Other members of
the jury include the Nepali film and
television personality, Neer Shah of
Kathmandu and Firdous Azim,
social critic and professor of English
atthe University of Dhaka.

Within Film South Asia 2001, a
selection of 20 short and silent films

The participants and organizers of the Film South Asia 2001 gather for a
group photograph after the award ceremony. Bangladeshi film "My Migrant
Soul"by Yasmine Kabir won the top prize at the festival

made by independent filmmakers
from all over the subcontinent were
also screened as part of
"Kathmandu's Silent Night" on 5"
October. This special "festival-
within-a-festival" showcased "silent
shorts or "goongi films", made by
enthusiasts from all over South
Asia. On this occasion, people had
begun pouring in well before the
screening time and they included
thirty students from the association
for the Hearing Impaired which was
the ultimate test for the "silent "
films.

Asymposium on public television
in South Asia was organised on 6"

The Ram Bahadur trophy award
went to the Bangladeshi film "My
Migrant Soul" , directed by Yasmine
Kabir. The film had the deeply
moving account of a young man's
shattered dreams as he travels as a
migrant worker to Malaysia from
Bangladesh. The film also portrays
his sister and mother, who are
remarkable women , who try to get
news of him as he is reduced to a
prisoner and virtually a slave. This
human tragedy represents broader
problems in this time of
globalisation.

"A Rough Cut on the Life and
Times of Lachuman Magar",

Nihal Roderigo, Secretary General of SAARC and Kanak Dixit of FSA at the

inauguration.

October as part of the festival, with a
presentation by Beena Sarwar from
Lahore. On 7" October there was a
meeting organised by Nepali fea-
ture filmmakers and Shyam
Benegal to discuss the present state
of the Nepali feature film industry
and its future directions.

directed by Dinesh Deokata won the
second prize. This is a tale of adven-
ture of an average man who is made
extraordinary by his appetite for life
and love. This is a good example of
"cine verite".

The third prize went to the Indian
film "Jari Mair: Of Cloth and Other

film, directed by Amar Kanwar, got
the Jury's Award . This is a deeply
personal film comprising of dreams,
desires and constant yearnings.
The use of cinematic images shows
a masterly control over the material,
without the degenerating into self-
indulgence.

Afsan Chowdhury, a filmmaker
and well-known journalist of Bangla-
desh who is also a member of the
Editorial Board of the Himal South
Asian magazine, one of the festival
sponsors, says about Film South
Asia, "The South Asian documen-
tary film festival takes place every
two years. Since it began in 1997 it
has become the leading documen-
tary film festival in South Asia. In the
last six years it has been drawing
high quality films and has become a
point where people like to show their
fare at the FSA and people from
different parts of South Asia come to
see the films. There is also a travel-
ling film festival attached to it. Fif-
teen of the best films, chosen by the
jury, travel to different parts. Thus
this has become a huge opportunity
for filmmakers to show their efforts
to a wide audience in many parts of
the world. It's now described it as
one the most successful alternate
film organisation. It may not be well
funded but is carried forward by the
momentum, enthusiasm and
energy of the people who produce
documentaries and participate in
the FSA. This is a huge opportunity
for producers who are not catering
for the general market.

"This year one of the significant
factors was the presence of Shyam
Benegal as a member of the jury.
The fact that a person of such emi-
nence had agreed to come for the
occasion itself shows that the
South Asian film festival has
become mainstreamed. He was
really enthusiastic about it. It has
been pushed forward by the energy
of the organizers. They have
pitched in their own funds to con-
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Kanak Dixit, Editor of the Himal South Asian magazine and principal orga-
nizer of the FSA01 presiding over the inauguration ceremony

tinue this FSA. In many ways this is
a great effort that they are pushing
through but these films do face a
crisis although this crisis is being
overcome by the sheer goodwill of
those involved in this festival. The
films this year have been noted for
their high quality and excellence.
"The film that has been particu-
larly noted is "My Migrant Soul' from
Bangladesh, which won the first
prize, the Ram Bahadur Trophy.
This is the first time that a
Bangladeshi has won a first prize
and this is significant in my opinion.
It won because it touched contribut-
ing everyone's soul. The decision
for its winning was a unanimous and

Bangladesh, made by an expatriate
has been accepted for the travelling
film festival.

"The interesting part of this
festival was the 'festival within a
festival' billed as 'The Silent Night'
which included about 22 films
including two from Bangladesh.
These were hugely successful and
one of them was mine. It included
the works of young film makers and
people responded to the film sub-
mission call with great enthusiasm.
We hope to continue this silent film
festival . Farjad Nabi, a journalist
and one of the leading documen-
tary film makers of South Asia, who
made the film 'When did Fateh Ali
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Viewers, film makers and guests at the venue of the third Film South Asia 01

held in Kathmandu. Over 45 films from different parts of South Asia were
hosted at the festival whichranfrom4to7 October

as one of the Editors of the Himal
South Asian magazine | will confide
the fact that it was thought of very
highly by everyone including Shyam
Benegal. There were other
Bangladeshi entries besides this
and one film on Clinton's visit to
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Khan leave his house' and the
'Professor' also showed his works.
He and Mazhar Zaidi run a website
on folk art, cinema and other visual
forms, called 'Mattela' which was
instrumental in arranging the
‘goongi' (Dumb) films.

faced 1971 and what is their position
now. It is a 50 minutes film and has
been shown in India and Nepal
where | have had very positive
reactions. | found that people who
have experienced conflicting situa-
tions those from Sri Lanka, Kashmir
and Afghanistan relate to it much
more intensely than even some
Bangladeshi for whom our history is
somewhat moribund. | do not make
films which will draw applause, they
tend to be reflective. Some people
have said that my films are not
documentary in the strict sense and
| have no fight with that. | make films
which are about recording, docu-
menting. My films are not great
personal statements but collection
of many statements. This film cost
about Tk four lakhs and | was being
supported by the Grameen Trust. |
worked with a young group of peo-
ple who travelled through memory
and came back with what memories
meant then and what they mean
now. It becomes a statement
against official history. This was
screened in the non competitive
category at the festival.

"My other film in the festival was
a three minute film without dialogue
which we produced for the festival.
'Looking for a face gently' ... dealt
with a camera searching for a face
without being too intrusive. Farjad
Nabi described this as a 'quirky film'
made by someone with a 'devious
mind'. He is right. The camera tries
to see the face of a woman and
ultimately she turns her face and
you get to see her, makes her face
the camera gently. It cost only about
Tk 4000. The camera was free, the
place where it was shot free. It was a
single shot film and needed no
editing. Even the sound mixing was
done free. Just expresses for tea
and sending it to Kathmandu."

This Hollywood blockbuster now runs
at the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita. The Mummy Returns is
the sequel of The Mummy and have
all the ingredients of its earlier one.
With its spine-tingling adventures
against breath-taking landscapes,
The Mummy Returns is sure to thrill
cine buffs. Hordes of canine bodied
Anubis warriors-literally hounds from
hell-bound across the Sahara in
attack formation while carnivorus
pygmy mummies ambush their pray
inthe jungles of the Nile.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints runs till October 26 at the
French cultural centre, Alliance
Francaise, at Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibiton on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show has been extended till October
31everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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