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The Baily Star

Celebrating Lalon's philosophy of love for humanity

Bangladesh Lokosangeet Kendra, a folk song body, holds its monthly musical programme

to pay tributes to Fakir Lalon Shah at Biswa Shahitya Kendra auditorium
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Khondaker Reazul Haq speaks on the life and works of Lalon. Renowned folklorist Dr.
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Members of Bangladesh Loke Sangeet Kendra rendering group song at the monthly

Kenrdas' members performance gets good response from the audience

TAWFIQUE ALI

opher poet whose belief was that
there is an invaluable being in every

Ashraf Siddique attended the programme as chief guest

invited country's noted folk culture
expert and educationist Dr. Ashraf

social unrest and individual

diquietness bringing about socio-

musical programme of the Kenrda

as the roots of our folk culture. He
vehemently said that it is imperative

with  two chorus performance of

Lalon song. Solo performance

AKIR Lalon Shah is a vital man of flesh and blood. This very Siddiquee and Folk Researcher Dr. political harmony, tolerance and to protect Lalon's birth place, his included "Manush chheray khhapa tui
constituent element in g preme existence, Lalon's philoso- Khondakar Riazul Hug to speak peace in individual mind," Dr. shrineand histeachings. mul harabi" by gharna, "gakhaney
Bangalee folk culture and

belief. A mystic devotee, Lalon had
been austerely endeavoured to
achieve a spiritual end all his life.

Around two hundred and twenty-
one years ago Lalon emerged with an
enlightened vision to seek the true
self of the creator, to establish a
communion with Him and to discover
Achin Phakhi  practising ascetic
austerities rendered by music. He
placed man above all else.

The essential message of Lalon's
philosophy is to glorify the spirit of
man's greatness. Lalon is a preacher
of non-sectarian humanity which he
called upon all to worship. His central
concern was to seek and adore man's
absolute existence. He was a philos-

phy says, is the man's treasure. Lalon
has voiced the glory of this treasure in
his verse and lyrics. According to this
belief, man can remove man made
discrimination only when man's inher-
ent goodness and enlightened trea-
sure of ultimate being are duly recog-
nised. Only then one can perceive a
sense of universal humanity. In his
philosophy he talked of essential
goodness of the human soul. He
fervently and eloquently sang of
man's triumph in the universe. This
theory of Lalon is a novel addition to
Bangla literature.

At its regular monthly folk song
programme on October 14,
Bangladesh Lokosangeet Kendra

highlighting Lalon's ideals and philos-
ophy.

While reflecting on Lalon Shah,
Ashraf Siddiquee made the point that
Lalon had answered to hostility and
malice among people much before.
He sought amicable end to mutual ill
feeling between persons and among
the nations on the global spheres.

"Our social leaders politicians and
statesmen must draw lessons from
Lalon songs to have introspection, to
exercise self-restraint and to prevent
narrowness of their vision in view of
achieving a brighter and progressive
future of the nation. Lalon songs can
act, if applied properly as antidote to
political vindictiveness and ill feeling,

Siddiquee remarked.

He further stressed on retaining
Lalon's work and urged to materialise
his ideals to build a true welfare soci-
ety. He called learn from him more
and more at both private and social
spheres of life to get rid of filth and ills
of a self seeking mind. "Lalon songs
contain such a fervent spiritual mes-
sage and effect on man's mind which
cerate a self-awakening. It may exert
a social awakening to regain vigour
and vitality".

According to him Lalon had a
profound regard for women folk.
Lalon preferred worshipping through
the woman's vision manifested in her
motherliness Lalon is to be regarded
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Hamidul Islam of Lokosangeet
Kendra termed Lalon as "a man; a
true human being having a profound
sense of humanity, human values.
Lalon songs speak of beauty, spiritual
end and set us rid of despair."

Dr. Reazul Hug painted out, "Fo-
cal point of Lalon's philosophy is to
love human beings regardless of cast
and creed." He believes that it was
Rabindranath Thakur who introduced
Lalon and his philosophy to the eru-
dite society.

Discussion session followed the
second episode, a musical evening of
Lalon song in which members of the
Lokosangeet Kendra performed
chorus and solo. The evening opened

saier Baram Khan" by Habib and "O
per sapon khabar" by Abdul Alim that
engrossed the audience in a spiritual
ambience.

Bangladesh Lokosangeet Kendra
started functioning with country's folk
song three years back from now. So
far it has been able to open branches
in thirty districts. Objectives of this
folk song organization include pre-
sentation of country's eminent folk
artists to the new generation in a
befitting manner, to practise folk song
retaining its purity and carry out
research on Lalon.

All the programme, scheduled this
month will be dedicated to country's
noted folk song exponent Abbas
uddin.
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The Mummy
Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster now runs
at the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita. The Mummy Returns is
the sequel of The Mummy and have
all the ingredients of its earlier one.
With its spine-tingling adventures
against breath-taking landscapes,
The Mummy Returns is sure to thrill
cine buffs. Hordes of canine bodied
Anubis warriors-literally hounds from
hell-bound across the Sahara in
attack formation while carnivorus
pygmy mummies ambush their pray
inthe jungles of the Nile.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints is now being held at the French
cultural centre, Alliance Francaise, at
Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show has been extended till October
31everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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