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For a brighter tomorrow

Photographer helps to restore acid victims face and faith

CLAUDIA LAUBSCHER
OR a photographer it is
difficult to portray the

I destorted faces of

women who once were beauti-
ful. Photographer Shafiqul Alam
Kiron who has followed the fates
of acid victims with his camera
for more than a decade does
this for a cause. His photos
which are currently shown at an
exhibition at the gallery of Alli-
ance Francaise de Dhaka have
a very clear aim. "With these
photographs | want to protest
against the horrible crime of
acid attacks", says Kiron. He
wants that these victims get
justice.

Although he has been fight-
ing against this crime together
with the Acid Survivors Founda-
tion (ASF), NGOs and women’s
organisations for several years
now, yet the crime is still wide-
spread. According to the
recently formed academic body
"Students Against Acid Vio-
lence" (SAAV) who organised
the exhibition, acid violence has
risen sharply in the last decade.
"In the last two years there were
200 reported acid victims", says
the photographer. In the exhibi-
tion he shows some striking
examples of innocent victims.
For example Shyamoly, a 15-
year-old girl. The viewer is
struck by the scars inflicted on
her. She and her two younger
sisters were attacked by an
unwanted lover after her par-
ents refused his marriage pro-
posal and arranged for her to be
married to another boy. The
rejected man attacked Shy-
amoly and her sisters early in
the morning just days before her
marriage. The oldest sister was
blinded, the youngest one
received acid on her face and
the middle one was burned on
herarms.

For Kiron it is important not
only to portray the attacks but
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also the effects of the attacks.
He also documented the treat-
ment for facial reconstruction
and surgery the girls received --
thanks to the support of ASF,
UNICEF and various NGOs
such as "Thikana" and
"Naripokkho". But sadly the
photographs taken after treat-
ment show that no operation
can completely recover the
body-parts that were burnt.
Kiron cannot stress enough
on how important it is that the
acid attackers are punished
severely so that in the future
men prevented from committing
such inhuman actions. There-
fore, he also witnessed some
trials against the perpetrators
with his camera. As with
Shyamoly many cases against
the girls” attackers are still
under investigation. Neverthe-
less, some of the victims
achieved at least judicial justice.

The attacker of acid victim
Peyara Begum was convicted
and sentenced to death by
Gazipur court just a couple
weeks ago. Kiron took Peyara’
s photograph as she was victori-
ously leaving the court. How-
ever, it must be said that the
attacker appealed against the
sentence.

Although Kiron uses his
photographic gift to fight against
acid attacks for several years
now, he believes there is still a
long way to go. Still he can be
hopeful, as his photographs are
seen by more and more people,
awareness rises. Many victims
know him meanwhile, some
even have become his friends.
"Only one out of ten victims | ask
do not want their picture taken",
says Kiron. "And often it is the
victims themselves who ask to
be photographed so that they
can raise funds for treatment

and inform the public about this
crime", he states.

At the opening of the week-
long exhibition on Friday eve-
ning some acid victims were

brave enough to come forward.
"We are pleased that people
think about us and are proud
that they help us", said five girls
holding each other closely. "We
want the world to know about
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this crime and for this reason we

times visible. One of the pic-

The Mummy
Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster runs at
the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita from today. The Mummy
Returns is the sequel of The Mummy
and have all the ingredients of its
earlier one. With its spine-tingling
adventures against breath-taking
landscapes, The Mummy Returns is
sure to thrill cine buffs. Hordes of
canine bodied Anubis warriors-
literally hounds from hell-bound
across the Sahara in attack formation
while carnivorus pygmy mummies
ambush their pray in the jungles of the
Nile.

don't mind to be photographed"”,
they say. Among the victims
who came to the opening of the
exhibition there was also a boy.
Boys also become targets of
acid attacks, mainly in connec-
tion with land disputes. Manzu,
who is in his twenties, said that
he needed more treatment and
that he is thankful for the help he
gets. The victims stayed
together like brothers and sis-
ters. "The whole world must be
aware about what happened to
us", he says.

As Kiron’s photographs
remain on display, the scars and
wounds inflicted on these young
people go far beyond what is
visible. He also documented the
girls in the homes run by NGOs
where they are provided with
rehabilitation. They need help
for reintegration into their fami-
lies and society. Though the
photographs are mostly very
sad, a glimmer of hope is some-

tures for example shows
Monira, an acid victim, who is
helped by ASF to rebuild her life.
She is shown dancing with her
friend at a school in Tongi look-
ing happily almost like any other
girl.

Kiron in 1999 won a first price
at the World Press Photo Con-
test at Amsterdam. Normally,
the photographer who works for
MAP Photo Agency, founded in
1993 by him an others, does not
pursue a particular subject for
more than a year. However, he
promises: "I won't stop taking
pictures of these victims until
the attitude of society is
changed." The exhibition lasts
until next Friday. According to
SAAV the money raised through
ticket sales will be used to help
the victim.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints is now being held at the French
cultural centre, Alliance Francaise, at
Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show has been extended till October
31 everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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