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A painter of serenity

A discussion commemorates S M Sultan to mark the artlsts seventh death annlversary

SAIFUL ISLAM

10, 2001, adiscussion meet-

ing to mark the seventh
death anniversary of renowned
painter S M Sultan was orga-
nized by Shilpakala academy.
The occasion was presided
over by Abdullah al Mamun, DG
of the academy and an eminent
actor. The chief guest on the
occasion was famous artist
Syed Jahangir. An essay enti-
tled 'S M Sultan and Realism'
was presented by art-critic
Mainuddin Khaled. Professor
Syed Manzoorul Islam, Profes-
sor Bulbon Osman, and Profes-
sor Syed Azizul Haq attended
the discussion.

Mainuddin Khaled began
his speech defining realism, not
by giving a steadfast definition
but by giving out a general idea
of realism. The pivotal concern
of the essay was to identify the
aspects of realism that we
encounter in the works of Sul-
tan. To do this the chief spokes-
man constantly alluded to the
works of art from ancient
Greece to the 21% century.

In the painting of Sultan what
is seen again and again is the
relentless struggle of man
against nature. There are men
pulling the boat against the tide,
there are women scourging
their garment at the bank of a
river. There are scenes of men
working in the field sowing
seeds or plants or scything full-
grown crops. So what comes at
the surface are man and the
work of man and the work of
man in the close give and take
relationship with naturenature
here is the mother earth which
always responses to the fertile
sweat of the farmer with crops.
So the labor given to is
answered. But the job of the
farmers is not so easy. Of
course, the crop is a hard won
award. To Mainuddin Khaled

I N the afternoon of October

Art critic Moinuddin .Khaled reading the keynote paper titled "Artist S M

Sultan and Realism" at a discussion meeting organised by the Department
of Fine Arts, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on the occasion of the artist's
7th death anniversary on October 10, 2001. Sitting from left to right: Subir
Choudhury, Director, Department of Fine Arts, Abdullah Al-Mamun, Director
General, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy and artist Syed Jahangir.

around them are the realistic
aspects of Sultan's work. The
speaker quotes the painter
himself where the painter draws
our attention to the characters of
the farmers in his paintings that
have wrinkles on their forehead.
Gradually, in the later paintings
of the artist the wrinkles on
those foreheads increasethe
reason behind is that the farm-
ers are post war farmers--in

1971 he has seen his son to be

killed and daughter to be raped.
The mussels of the farmers are
supple and they struggle in their

a different languagetheir eyes
are lighted with a different
glowstrange and unfamiliar.

Mainuddin Khaled points out
that if we look at his oeuvre of
Sultan and divide them in
decades, then we will notice the
growth of the painter. Some-
times Romanticism occupied
him, then the gale of his art was
overtaken by a new leading
tradition, the neo-classicism,
but as the time went by the
paintings became suffused with
characters familiar to the mytho-
logical and biblical figurethe
eternal Adam turned up and
overtook the canvas, but this
was never the last thing in his
art; the easel of Sultan was
again overtaken by the tradition
of the European Renaissance
arthuge figures reminding us of
Michaelangelo and Rafael
started treading over the terrain
of his art. Amazingly in the world
of Sultan change seems to be a
natural phenomenaduring last
days of his life Van Goghian
post-impressionism engulfed
him.

Mainuddin Khaled says that
though allegory occupies a vast

was never extinct. It is remark-
able that though his painting
experienced an aura of different
traditions his identity is visible in
the natural scenario of Bangla-
desh occupying a large portion
of his painting. The men and
women in his painting have
always had brown complexion,
perhaps because Sultan
believed that they are of a
Dravidian background. The
society portrayed in his pictures
is closely connected and the
families are joint-families.
Professor Syed Azizul Haq
appreciated the thesis for its
depth and structure. He pointed

landscape, again at the other
page he writes about the super-
natural element in his painting;
Khaled in another page draws
our attention towards the incli-
nation of Sultan's work towards
the European Renaissance
tradition where the huge figures
point to a different direction’'.

In his speech Dr Syed
Manzoorul Islam, writer and art-
critic, takes the attention of the
audience towards a term 'natu-
ralism' used in the essay. Even
the cave sketches may be
called naturalisticthe term natu-
ralism, by and large, states the
nature of an individual. " Does

towards some contrary facets of

the piece saying ' in one of the
pages of his essay Mainuddin

the naturalism of Sultan con-
form to the naturalism of the
English poet Tennyson who
said: 'Nature is red in tooth and

the Norwegian dramatist, who

wanted to take a man near the
smelling gutter to make him
understand realism. Professor
Manzoor claimed that the paint-
ings of Sultan represent a
serenity, which does not con-
form to the naturalism stated
above. He also said that the
characters in the art of Sultan
represent the subaltern people
of Bangladesh whose lives are a
sum-total of ceaseless struggle.
This struggle might not be only
physical; 'their desire to surpass
their condition may be psychic
battle'.

Professor Bulbon Osman
said that, the realism talked
about might be taken in one way
or the other or in both the ways.
The two ways could be realism
as a subject matter in Sultan or
the style of Sultan entwined in
realityhere the piece needs a
little enlightenment. He con-
sented with Professor
Manzoorul Islam that the piece
was prepared in a hurry.

Artist Syed Jahangir focused
on the fact that the nature in
Sultan is calm, we do not see
the cruel face of it. Like the
struggle of the village people,
love, dance, music, jatra are
also part of village lifeSultan
never painted them. 'The man
Sultan sometimes talked about
an imaginary woman, he named

painting' he added.

Abdullah al Mamun spoke
about the lucidity of the essay. 'It
is written using, as less jargons
as possible, this will enable the
art enthusiasts to know about
Sultan. The shades in his paint-
ing are so colorful in range that it
is difficult to define Sultan using
aparticular term' he remarked.

S M Sultan was born in
Narail, Bangladesh in the year
1923, and died in October 10,
1994.

His major solo exhibitions

includes: Shimla, India (1946),
Lahore and Karachi, Pakistan
(1948-49); Institute of Interna-
tional Education (New York), Y
M CA, Washington D C, Boston,
Chicago International House,
the University of Michigan and
London (1950); Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy Gallery
(1976), German Cultural Cen-
ter, Dhaka (1987). In London's
Hempstead Victoria Embank-
ment he participated in a joint-
exhibition With Picasso, Dali,
Braque and Klee.
Sultan was awarded the highest
civiian of the country the
Ekushey Padak in 1982 and the
Shadhinata Poroshkar in the
year 1993.

In the year 1969 he estab-
lished " Kurigram Fine Art Insti-
tute" at Narail in Jesore; in 1973
he established another fine arts

The Mummy

Returns

This Hollywood blockbuster runs at
the country's premier cinema hall
Modhumita from tomorrow. The
Mummy Returns is the sequel of The
Mummy and have all the ingredients
of its earlier one. With its spine-
tingling adventures against breath-
taking landscapes, The Mummy
Returns is sure to thrill cine buffs.
Hordes of canine bodied Anubis
warriors-literally hounds from hell-
bound across the Sahara in attack
formation while carnivorus pygmy
mummies ambush their pray in the
jungles of the Nile.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints is now being held at the French
cultural centre, Alliance Francaise, at
Dhanmandi.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show will continue till October 14
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