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F H Abed made

chairperson
of BRAC

Fazle Hasan Abed, founder Execu-
tive Director of BRAC, has been
elected chairperson of BRAC by
the governing body of the organi-
sation, says a press release.
Meanwhile, Abdul Muyeed
Chowdhury, Executive Director
Designate of BRAC, took over as its
Executive Director yesterday.
-Earlier, Chowdhury held a
number of senior government
posts such as secretary of different
ministries, executive director of

Jatiyatabadi
BCS (Agri) Cadre
Forum formed

A 4l-member convening com-
mitige of the Jatiyatabadi BCS
(Agriculture) Cadre Forum has
been formed with agriculturist Md
Ibrahim Khalid as its convenor,
says a press release.

The committee was formed at a
meeting in the city recently. Md
Khalil presided over the meeting.

In the meeting, Bilal-Ulfislam,
Dewan Hossain Ahmed and
Khandaker Mahfuzul Haq Bach-
chu were made joint convenors of
the committee,

METROPOLITAN

‘Some presiding
officers involved
in vote rigging’
UNB, Dhaka

Although the national election was
held peacefully, some presiding
officers were involved in vote rig-
ging in some places of Sylhet, said

an independent poll observer
yesterday.

Saeed-Ur-Rabb, an expatriate
and editor of New York-based
Weekly Thikana, made the re-
marks at a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters Unity 10 days
after the Oct | election,

Light rain likely

during the period, Met Office said.

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied
rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Barisal,
Chirttagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Khulna
division in the 12hours till 6 pm today.

Little change in day temperature is expected over the country
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cil’s Young Leamners' Centre (YLC)
will be held at its auditorium at 10
Al 1OHOTToONW,

The YLC in collaboration with
Working for Better Life, an NGO, is
organising the three-round com-
petition. The topic of first round is
‘The education system should be
completely privatised for better
output.’

Seven English medium schools
- Scholastica, Bangladesh Inter-
national Tutorial, Sunnydale,
Briush School, Bangladesh Inter-
national School, Salvation and
Methodist School - will participate
in the competition.

League president and former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina at
Sudha Sadan.

During the meeting the envoy
thanked the former prime minister
for extending cooperation during
his tenure in Bangladesh.

He praised the steps taken by
the immediate-past government
of Sheikh Hasina for poverty alle-
viation and socio-economic de-
velopment of the country.

Acharya hoped that the exist-
ing friendly relations between the
two neighbouring countries would

Khaleda Zia on her assumption of
office of the Prime Minister.

In a message to Khaleda, Prodi
said, “The European Commission
was delighted to be able to ac-
company and support the election
process in Bangladesh with the
presence of a strong Election Ob-

Deputy Secretary (Administra-
tion), Dr Aminur Rahman, has
been asked to submit its report
within 15 days.

Qulkhwani

UNB, Dhaka

servation Mission. [ sincerely hope
that the popular verdict of the
country’s electorate under free
and fair conditions will strengthen
further the democratic institutions
in Bangladesh.”

The European Union is a
leading partner of Bangladesh

Qulkhwani of Alhaj Hazrat Ali
Master will be held at his village
home at Ekuria in Kapasia of Ga-
zipur district aflter Jumma prayers
today.

Death anniversary

———

UNB, Dhaka

Speakers at a seminar on ‘Ill Ef-
fects of Passive Smoking’ spon-
sored by Health for All at the
seminar room Gano Shastho Ken-
dra yesterday moming demanded
a total ban on cigarette ads on
electronic media including ETV
and ATN.

As part of an anti-tobacco
campaign, they expressed their
resolve to launch an action pro-
gramme (0 realise their demand
under the banner of Adhunik, the

inhaling cigarette smoke released
by the smoker,

“Unfiltered poison from the
burning cigarettes directly enter
the lungs and other organs of sec-
ond hand smokers through invol-
untary inhalation, invade the
entire immune system and cause
damage beyond repair,” Khan
added.

Khan also called upon the
authorities to impose a total ban
on smoking in public places like
bus stands, railway stations, ports,

[ |
S. . d be further strengthened in the both in trade as well as develop- f ; ;Thel first death country’s leading anti-tobacco Public transports, offices, educa-
1X Arims Se€ilze coming days. ; ment cooperation. “We are confi- | | anniversary  of organisation. tional institutions, community
BSS, Dhaka Terming Nepa!agnnfi En.end of dent that under your leadership | ! Syed  Ahmed, Amanullah Khan, president of centres, shopping centres, upeﬁ
_ Bangladesh, Hasina said it hafi relations between Bangladesh and | | former acting Coalition Against Tobacco (CAT) - markets, etc to safeguard the
Police seized six firearms, five | extended support to the country’s the European Union will develop | | . editor of Dainik was the keynote speaker at the health of non-smokers.
other weapons and nine bullets on | Liberation War in 1971. She hoped further across a whole range of . Purbabhash, seminar while Prof Monsur Musa Prof Musa in his speech sug-

the 86th day of the countrywide
combing  operation.

Police also arrested 898 people
including three listed terrorists
from across the country during the
last 24 hours ending at 6 am yes-

the bilateral ties would be consoli-
dated in future.

Charge d'Affaires of Switzer-
land Giambattista Mondada also
called on Sheikh Hasina at her
residence and discussed various
matters of bilateral interests.

activities, Prodi said.

“In presenting my best wishes
for the future success of the coun-
try and people of Bangladesh, |
request you, dear Prime Minister,
to accept the assurances of my

will be observed
today, says a

press release.
On the occasion, a doa mabhfil
will be held at the Jamil Eye Hos-

pital at Kaliganj after Asr prayers
today.

PHOTO STAR

Namaj-e-janaza of Shamaila, daughter of Salman F Rahman, was held at

and Dr Mesbah Uddin Ahmed,
among others, delivered speech
on the topic.

Amanullah Khan in his speech
said passive or second hand
smokers were at a greater risk than

gested that the anti-smoking mes-
sages be conveyed in a language
and manner that can be easily
understood by the common peo-
ple living in the villages at whom
these messages are primarily tar-
geted. :
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. highest consideration,” he added.
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the Gulshan Central Mosque in the city yesterday. _ the direct smokers as a result of
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