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Only four months of special
eatment has brought back 50-
year old Chandra Banu from her
deathbed to her own feet again.

The once ailing woman has re-
covered almost completelv from
severe arsenic related aillments

Only a year ago Chandra Banu,
from village Devpur of Chandpur
sadar thana, was hardly able to
walk. The poor widow spent most
of her time in bed because she
could not move her limbs due to
severe pain. She also had constant
headache and frequently threw up
all that she ate. Banu consulted
the doctor in her village several
times but he couldn’t cure her.

"Pigmentation on my palms
and foot developed about a year
ago. | noticed they were spreading
all over and I became weaker and
weaker as they spread out. At one
stage my skin started to crack,”
Banu rold the Daily Star yesterday.

"At one stage | realised that |
was going to die, so I gave up all
hope and stopped taking food. I
spent most of my time in bed,”
recalls the old woman.

In mid July this year Banu was
picked up by officials of Earth
Identity Project which is imple-
menting arsenic mitigation pro-
grammes in four thanas of Chand-
pur district using 'STAR" technol-
OgYy.

Nasrin R Karim, Director Gen-
eral of the project says "When I
first saw her she could not even
walk properly. She was pale and
fragile and hardly able to talk. I
thought she was going to die. We
decided to bring her to capital and
treat her to see if anything hap-

Proper treatment saves Chandra Banu
from Arsenic poisoning

Chandra Banu showing her hands, free of the spots commonly seen in
arsenic poisoning victims, after the treatment session.

had extensive exposure to arsenic
poisoning,” says Dr Nasirullah.

Earth Identity Project officials
said that about 98 per cent of the
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SURR locks administrative

offices at JU

The activists belonging to the
‘Students’ Unity for Resistance to
Rapists’ (SURR) locked all adimin-
istrative offices at the Jahangirna-
gar University (JU) vesterday,
disrupting all academic and ad-
ministrative activities,

Yesterday was the 43rd day of
the indefinite strike enforced by
the SURR to press for their seven-
point demands.

The SURR has been agitating
since August 5 demanding pun-
ishment to those involved in the
rape incidents. As the authorities
did not pay any heed, the SURR
decided to go for tougher action

tion.

Terming SURR movement ‘il-
legal’ and ‘illogical’, the meeting
warned that punitive action would
be taken against the SURR activ-
ists, il they continue to disrupt
administrative activities,

Later, the SURR brought out a
procession and held a rally on the
campus at noon.

Addressing the rally, the SURR
leaders alleged that the authorities
are creating session jam by not
meeting their demands soon. “We
want the authorities to oust the
rapists from the campus”, they
said.

They also alleged that the
authorities are patronising the

programmes. : :
The SURR activists locked all  Tapists, killers and other terrorists
offices in the Administrative @nd taking action against the gen-

Building at 7.00 am vyesterday.
University officials and employees
could not enter their offices as the
activists prevented them at the
gates of the building,
Vice-Chancellor Prof Abdul
Bayes called a meeting of the
teachers at his residence at 9.30
am to discuss the prevailing situa-

eral students who are struggling
for a terrorism-free peaceful cam-
pus.

Meanwhile, JCD will also go for
action programme today to press
their one-point demand for resig-
nation of VC. The four-day ulti-
matum issued by the JCD for res-
ignation of VC ended yesterday.

UNB, Dhaka

Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tempo-
rary gusty wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Rajshahi, Barisal,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places over Khulna
division in 12 hours till 6 pm today.
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