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Standing by the acid victims
Retrospective

ZahirRaihan Film Society will screen

Photographer Shafiqul Alam Kiron, under the aegis of a new student forum, holds a
week-long charity solo at the Alllance Francaise Gallery in Dhaka from October 12

Aziz AMIRUL

ONIA, a teenage girl was

leading a simple life in
happiness within the disci-
plined boundaries of her family. The
adolescent girl was innocent and
this very innocence made her pay
maximum penalty, disfiguration of
her face including loss of eyesight
after an acid attack. To make a
mockery of the women's right, the
attacker, a forlorn lover, chose a
particular date, March 08, the 'Inter-
national Women's Day' in 1997 to
carry out the heinous plan !
Immediate financial and legal help
from 'Naripokkho', a women rights'
organisation, arrived at the door-
steps of the girl. She was flown to
Spain along with several other acid
victims for treatment of facial recon-
struction and cornea transplanta-
tion.

With a striking change in the
pattern of criminal activities in
Bangladesh, the incident of acid
violence rose sharply over the last
decade or so and it now seems to be
one of the deadliest curses for
young girls and women. It was in
1999 when Acid Survivors'
Foundation (ASF) was formed in
Dhaka with Dr. John Morrison as its
Executive Director. The foundation
with assistance and directives from
UNICEF besides cooperation from
various NGOs and professional
bodies have successfully treated
and rehabilitated numerous girls,
women and children victimised and
maimed by acid.

As the initial works of ASF was
gaining strength, photographer
Shafiqul Alam Kiron of Map Photo
Agency decided to do photo story on
acid victims and their various
aspects and conditions.

"I am working for the cause of
these unfortunate girls, gripped by
the clutches of grim reality. Through
my photographs | want to raise
awareness among the general
public and make them think how to
resist the criminals indulged in acid
throwing", says Kiron while prepar-
ing to hold his forthcoming exhibi-
tion at the gallery of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka from October

'Thikana', a NGO working for the welfare of acid victims, rehabllltates these unfortunate glrls providing them W|th
jobs and on-hand schooling in small investment projects
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Naeem, the 4-year old child received severe burn injuries and fought a daring month-long battle with death before

Girls, attacked with acid, are provided with rehabilitation at 'Th|kana where they find a home, fooding and all other

basic amenities to lead a healthy life

formed academic body 'Students
Against Acid Violence' (SAAV) with
cooperation from ASF. The
weeklong display of over 50 B/W
photographs projects the various
negative and positive conditions of
the girls' during and after their
process of rehabilitation and treat-
ment both at home and abroad.
Funds for acid survivors would be
raised through ticket sales'. Visitors
to the show will be charged a mini-

Kiron started photographing
since 1989 when his subjects were
limited with the documentary issues
of child trafficking, illegal juvenile
prostitution and child marriage.
MAP Photo Agency, a commercial
institution was formed in 1993 with
five members, one of whom was
Kiron, presently a founder-director
ofthe agency.

In March 1999, UNICEF with the
cooperation of MAP organised a

Shishu Academy featuring the acid
violence on females. One of the
photos taken by Kiron won first prize
at the World Press Photo Contest
1999 at Amsterdam in the category
of 'People in the news'.

Apart from that of Sonia's, picto-
rial portfolios of several other young
girls and married women feature in
the albums of Kiron who become
quite emotional while describing
various shocking incidence of acid

succumbing to her death at the hospital bed recently

These girls, all victims of acid attack, have undergone successful treatment abroad and now learning computer skills

atthe IBMtraining centerin Dhaka

tions include the photo of Naeem, a
four-year old boy, who received
serious burn injuries and finally had
to depart this world a few weeks
back after fighting a gruelling battle
with death at the hospital bed for
nearly a month.

He acknowledges the strong
efforts and contributions of various
NGOs like 'Thikana' and
'Naripokkho' who are constantly
providing help, assistance and

many of whom are now working as
full-time staffers at the organisa-
tions and others completing voca-
tional training in various charity-
oriented small investment projects
and factories.

"As a member of MAP | always
intend to work with the attitude and
mentality of a professional photog-
rapher. It is a custom for the MAP
members not to continue with any
particular subject for more than a

critical issue therefore | would like to
carry on in interest of the nation,
probably, till that day when there
would remain no monstrous human
in this country to inflict attacks on
females", mentions Shafiqul Alam
Kiron, highly serious and committed
to raise awareness and sensitise
people about acid violence.

six films by Hollywood-based Czech
New Wave filmmaker Milos Forman
atthe Goethe-Institut Dhaka at Road
No. 9, Dhanmondi from Saturday,
October 6 to Monday, October 8.The
programme-schedule: "Amadeus"

(1984) at 5:00 pm and "The People
vs. Larry Flynt" (1996) at 7:00 pm on
Oct.8.

Debut photo

show

Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar's first
solo photography show is now being
held at the Indian High Commission
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm,
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until
October8.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their
canvas the rich variety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show will continue till
October 14 everyday from 11 am to
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