
CULTURE16 DHAKA SUNDAY OCTOBER 7, 2001

TV GUIDE

RECOMMENDATIONS

BTV
3:20 Open University
3:45 Shukhi Poribar
4:00 Khabar
4:05 Animation Film: Totally 

tuned in 
4:30 Pushthitathya
4:45 Nokkhotrer Alo
5:10 Shasthatatya
5:25 National television debate
6:00 Khabar
6:10 Taruchaya
6:35 Programme from Chittagong 

station
7:00 News Headlines
7:05 Mati O'Manush
7:25 Ityhash Kotha Koy
8:00 News in Bengali
8:30 Drama: Ohomika
9:00 News Headlines
9:30 Documentary: Poriprekkhit
10:00 News in English
10:30 Kobi O'Kobita
11:30 Khabar / The News
11:45 Closing

EKUSHEY TV
12:00 Ekushey Midday
12:20 Ei Shoptaho
12:30 Ei Shoptaho
1:00 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom
1:30 Circus Circus
1:50 Classic Cartoons
2:10 Surer prodeep
2:40 Drishti
3:00 Ekushey Headlines
3:05 Drama Serial: Otithi Apon
3:30 Kena Kata
4:00 Surer Prodeep
4:30 Expedition to the Animal 

Kingdom 
5:00 Circus Circus
5:30 Drishti
5:50 Ajker Potrikay
6:00 Ekushey Headlines
6:05 Classic Cartoons
6:30 Deshjure
6:55 Ekushey Headlines
7:00 Chat Show : Ispahani Ek 

Cup Cha
7:30 Ekushey News
7:58 Ek Minute
8:00 Reporting Program
8:30 Natok: Bokrogoti
9:30 Program of Song
10:00 News: Simulcast from BTV
10:30  Ekushey Business
11:00  Ekushey Nightly News
11:30  Nirbachon Songlap
12:00 Ekushey Headlines

ATN
8:05 Drama Serial : Uttaran
8:45 Reporting prog. Ghotanar 

Nepathee
9:20 Musical Prog: Sapner 

Rajkumar
9:55 Magazine prog: Ispahani 

Aiyojon
10:35 Bolliwood Khobor
11:15 Bengali film: Ashirbad
6:07 Musical Prog: ATN Music
6:45 ATN School Bitarka 

Protijogita
7:00 ATN Bangla News
7:20 Drama Serial : Uttaran
8:10 Film Mag: Cine Songlap
8:45 Musical Prog: Ganer Mela
9:20 Drama Serial: Shes Balay
10:00 ATN Bangla News
10:35 Bolliwood Top Ten
11:15  Bengali film : Bashiwala

Milos Forman 
Retrospective
Zahir Raihan Film Society will screen 
six films by Hollywood-based Czech 
New Wave filmmaker Milos Forman 
at the Goethe-Institut Dhaka at Road 
No. 9, Dhanmondi from Saturday, 
October 6 to Monday, October 8.The 
programme-schedule: "Valmont" 
(1989) at 5:00 pm and "One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest" (1975) at 
7:00 pm on October 7; "Amadeus" 
(1984) at 5:00 pm and "The People 
vs. Larry Flynt" (1996) at 7:00 pm on 
Oct. 8.

Debut photo 
show
Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar first 
solo photography show  is now being 
held at the Indian High Commission 
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road, 
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm, 
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until 
October 8.

Graphic prints 
show
Noted French artist Jean-Michel 
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic 
prints opens at the French cultural 
centre, Alliance Francaise, on 

October 7 at 6:30 in the evening.

Six  Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi 
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents 
an exhibition on the theme six  
seasons. Leading artists of the 
country have captured in their 
canvas the rich variety of our 
seasons and their ambience. The 
month-long show will continue till 
October 14 everyday from 11 am to 
8pm.

ESPN
7:00 ATP Tennis Show
7:30 Golf Classics Arnold 

Palmer Signing Off
8:30 Pool World Pool Mas-

ters 2001
9:30 Dk Dirt Indianapolis, IN 

USA
10:00 ECB International 

Cricket The Npower 
Test Series London, 
England pakistan @ 

stEngland 1  Test-Day 4 
Highlights

11:00 World Cup Qualifying 
Matches Hungary @ 
Italy

1:00 America's Cup Volley-
ball Jeep Copa america 
Volleyball Buenos Aires, 
Argentina United States 
@ Venezuela

2:30 Cart Pole Qualifying 
Houston, TX USA

3:30 Western Union World 
Football

4:00 Golf Classics Great 
Rounds At The Open  
Ballesteros

5:00 Anthology 2001 
National Jump Rope 
Championship 

6:00 Expn 2day Expan 2day 
X Games 2001 Review

7:00 English Premier Foot-
ball League English 
Premier Football 
League 2001/02 
Newcastle, UK 
Sunderland @ Newcas-
tle United

9:00 English Premier Foot-
ball League English 
Premier Football 
League 2001/02 
Middlesbrough, England 
Arsenal Fc @ 
Middlesbrough

11:00 UEFA Champions 
League Highlights 
2001/02 UEFA Champi-
ons League Weekly #6  

12:00 Cart Texaco/Havoline 
Grand Prix Of Houston 
Houston, TX USA

2:00 Major League Basball 
Pennant Series

5:300 Golf Classics Winning & 
Losing  Cary Player 40 
Opens

STAR SPORTS
6:00 Pro-Box Pro-Box 2001 

(IBO Welterweight Title) 
Nottingham, England 

Willy Wise (Usa) @ 
Jawaid Khaliq (Eng)

8:00 Max Power
9:00 World Cup Mix
9:30 FIM World Motorcycle 

Championship Motogp 
2001 Motegi, Japan 
250cc (L); 500cc (L); 
125cc(S)(L)

12:00 NBA Inside Stuff 
2001/02 NBA Inside 
Stuff 

12:30 Gillette World Sports 
Special Gillette World 
Sports 

1:00 IFA Shield Super 
Soccer Calcutta Style  
The Ifa Shield

1:30 South Africa Cricket  
South Africa Tri Series 
Benoni, South Africa 
Kenya @ South Africa 

nd2  Odi Preview
2:00 South Africa Cricket  

South Africa Tri Series 
Benoni, South Africa 
Kenya @ South Africa 

nd st2  Odi, 1  Session 
5:30 South Africa Cricket  

South Africa Tri Series 
Benoni, South Africa 
Kenya @ South Africa 

nd2  Odi, Lunchtime 

Show
6:15 South Africa Cricket  

South Africa Tri Series 
Benoni, South Africa 
Kenya @ South Africa 

nd nd2  Odi, 2  Session
9:45 South Africa Cricket 

South Africa Tri Series 
Benoni, South Africa 
Kenya @ South Africa 

nd2  Odi, Review
10:30 Sports India
11:00 Formula One Highlights 

2001 Formula One 
Highlights  Indianapolis, 
In USA us Grand Prix

12:00 Spanish Football 
League 2001/02 
Spanish Football 
League 

2:00 Senior PGA Tour Golf 
Allianz Championship 
Des Moines, IA USA 
Second Round 

3:00 Football Asia
4:00 Sailing World Tour De 

France
4:30 FIVB Beach Volleyball 

FIVB Beach Volleyball  
Japan Open Osaka, 
Japan Women's 3rd/4th 
Placing & Final 

SPORTS

HBO
6:30 National Lampoon's 

The Don's Analyst
 8:30 Class Of '61
10:30 Men of Respect
12:45 The Saint
3:00 Jaws 2
5:15 The Beast of War
7:30 The Baby-Sitters Club
9:30 Nighthawks
11:30  Tommy Boy
1:30 The Saint
3:45 Praying Mantis
5:30 Murdered Innocence

STAR GOLD
10:30 Geet Bahar 
11:00 Geet Bahar
11:30 Beete Hue Din
12:00 Rahein Na Rahein 

Hum
1:00 Sunday Noon Show: 

Mehboob Ki Mehndi 
(Rajesh Khanna, Leena 
Chandavarkar)

3:30 Devdas (Dilip Kumar, 
Suchitra Sen, 
Vyjayantimala)

7:00 Geet Bahar 
7:30 Sunday Blockbusters  

Charas (Dharmndra, 
Hema Malini)

11:00 Beete Hue Din
11:30 Dilsey Miley Dil 

(Bhisham, Shyamlee)
12:30 Dilsey Miley Dil 

(Contd....)
3:00 Geet Bahar 
3:30 Toofan Aur Deeya 

(Rajendra Kumar, 
Nanda)

7:00  Charas (Dharmendra, 
Hema Malini)

STAR WORLD 
6:00 JAG
7:00 Nash Bridges
8:00 The Pretender
9:00 Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle's The Lost World
10:00 Ally McBeal 
11:00 The Practice
12:00 First Wave
1:00 Buffy The Vampire 

Slayer
2:00 Angel
3:00 Crown and Country
3:30 Travel Asia 
4:00 Baywatch Hawaii
5:00 The Simpsons
5:30 3rd Rock From the Sun
6:00 Star News Focus Asia 
7:00 The X Files 
8:00 Star Trek  The Next 

Generation 
9:00 That '70s Shows
9:30  Star News Focus Asia
10:30 The X Files 
11:30 Star Trek  The Next 

Generation 
12:30 Star News Focus Asia
1:30 The X Files 
2:30 3rd Rock From The 

Sun
3:00 Creflo Dollar Daily 
3:30 Kenneth Copeland 

Ministries 
4:00 Life In The Word With 

Joyce Meyer 
4:30  World News 
5:00  Fashion TV 
5:30 Mork & Mindy 

STAR PLUS
6:00 Kuccha Papad Pucca 

Papad 
6:30 Star Geetmala 
7:30 Aatma
8:30 Dharam Aur Hum
9:30 Jap Tap Vrat
10:30 Kaun Banega 

Crorepati Junior
11:30 Chalti Ka Naam 

Antakshri 
12:30 Chhupa Rustam
1:00 Musaffir Hoon Yaroon 
1:30 Mirch Masala  
2:00  Ek Main Aur Ek Tu 
2:30 Mail Milap 
2:40 Star Sunday Matinee : 

Insaniyat (Dev Anand, 
Dilip Kumar, Bina Rai)

6:00 Shrimati Sharma Na 
Kehti Thi 

6:30 Fox Kids Sunday
7:30 Son Pari
8:00  Jubilee Plus
9:00 Star Mast Movie : 

Bandhan (Salman 
Khan, Rambha)

12:00 Musafir Hoon Yaaron
12:30 Kalash 
1:00 Sonpari
1:30 Meri Saheli
2:00 Kaahin Kissii Roz
2:30 Jubilee Plus
3:00 Maal Hai To Taal Hai
3:30 Saahil
4:00 Sansar 
4:30 I Love My India 
5:00 Shanti 
5:30 Hit Ya Fit

STAR MOVIES
6:15 Howling, The 
7:45 Rambo 2
9:30 Raw Deal
11:15 Terminator 2
1:30 Distinguished Gentle-

man, The
3:30 Dreaming of Joseph 

Lees
5:00 Total Recall
7:00 Thomas Crown Affair
9:00 Rambo 3
10:45 Rambo 2
12:30 Rocky
2:30 Rambo 3

4:30 Howling, The

CHANNEL [V]
7:30 [V] So Long Gone
8:30 [V] Best of Jumpstart
10:30 [V] Sunday Stack
11:30  [V] Colossal Chaos 

Countdown
12:00  PO [V]
1:00 [V] Sunday Stack
1:30 [V] LIFW
2:00 [V] Sunday Stack
3:30 [V] Karaoke
4:00 [V] Sunday Stack
5:30 [V] Weekend Spl 
6:30 [V] Sunday Stack
7:00 [V] Colossal Chaos 

Countdown
7:30 PO [V]
8:30  [V] Sunday Stack
9:30 [V] Weekend Spl
11:00 [V] Mainstage
2:00 Billboard US Count-

down
3:00 [V] So Long Gone
4:00  [V] Hit Machine

BBC WORLD
6:00 BBC News 
6:30 Holiday
7:00  BBC News 
7:30 Hospital
8:00  BBC News
8:30 Correspondent 
9:00 BBC News 
9:30 This Week 
10:00 BBC News 
10:30 India Tomorrow 
11:00 BBC News 
11:30 India Biz Report 

Profiles
12:00 BBC News 
12:30 Wheels  
1:00 BBC News  
1:30 Hardtalk India

2:00 BBC News 

2:30 This Week 

3:00 BBC News 

3:30 Earth Story

4:00  BBC News 

4:30  Click Online 

5:00  BBC News 

5:30  Hospital

6:00 BBC New 

6:45 People's Century

7:00 BBC News 
7:30 Top Gear 

8:00 BBC News 

8:30 Dateline London 

9:00  BBC News 

9:30 Crusades

10:00 BBC News 

10:30 India Tomorrow

11:00 BBC News 

11:30 Earth Story

12:00 BBC News 

12:30  Hospital

1:00 BBC News
1:30 People's Century

2:00 BBC News
2:30 Top Gear
3:00 BBC News
3:30 Dateline London 
4:00 BBC News
4:30 Asia Business 

Report/Asia Today 
5:00 BBC News 
5:30 Asia Business 

Report/Asia Today

ZEE TV
6:00 Yaadon Ke Pal
6:30 Aalap

7:00 Yoga For Life
7:20 Jagran
7:50 Zee Gym 
8:00 Guldasta
8:30 Nickelodeon 
9:30 Jai Ganesha
10:30 National Challenge 

Antakshari
11:30 Baazi Kiski
12:30 Quiz Contest
1:00 Hip Hip Hurray
1:30        Top of the Tops
2:00 Dollar Bhu 
2:30 Zee & You
3:00 Kismat- Feature Film
6:00 Ek Nazar
6:30 Nickeldeon On Zee
7:30 Neelaam Ghar  Bid Bid 

Boom
8:30 Razzmatazz
9:30 Sansaar
10:30 Rishtey The  Love 

Stories
11:30 India's Most Wanted
12:00 Gudgudee
12:30 Mehndi Tere Naam Ki
1:00 Jai Ganesha 
2:00 Deewane to Deewane 

Hai 
2:30 Manzilein Apni Apni
3:00 Baghi- Feature Film
5:30 News in Hindi

ZEE CINEMA
6:00 Ghar Ki Laaj- Feature 

Film 
9:00 Kuch LamheKuch 

Nagme
9:15 Weekend Cinema 
9:45 Movie Fare 
10:00 Hanste Khelte- Feature 

Film
1:00 Bollywood Top 5
1:15 Madhyantar 
1:30 Namak Haram- Feature 

Film
5:00 Darpan
5:15 Top of the Tops
5:45 Film Time 
6:00 Shakti- Feature Film
9:15 Bollywood Top 5
9:30 Making of a Legend
10:00 Jagruti- Feature Film
1:45 Tara Rum
2:15 Kuch Lamhe Kuch 

Nagme
2:30 Anjaam- Feature Film 
5:30 Chehren

ZEE MUSIC
6:00 Music Com.
7:00 Aalaap 
7:30 Tara Rum
8:30 Hit Pe hit
10:30 Hit Mix
11:00 Artist of the Fortnight
11:30 Music Box
12:00 Dial M
1:00 Hit Pe Hit
2:00 Jharokha
2:35 Blue (Zee Music)
3:05 Tara Rum
4:00 Hit Pe Hit
5:00 Music Box
5:30 Hit Mix
6:00 Dil Se
6:30 Best of the Best
7:30 Hit Pe Hit
8:30 Fillers
9:00 Compact Disc
9:30 Music Box
10:00 Sizzlers
10:30 Jharokha
11:05 Music. Com 
12:00 Phoren Maal
12:35 Shabab 
1:05 Music Box
1:30 Jharokha
2:00 Hit Pe Hit
3:00 Pyaar Mohabbat Etc 
3:30 Tara Rum 
4:30 Phoren Maal 
5:30 Sizzlers

ALPHA TV 
BANGLA
6:00 Safallya
6:30 Manabi
7:00 Arghya/Ananda Vilas
7:30 News
8:00 Surer Ei Dharana 

Dharay
8:30 Luko Choori
9:00 News
9:05 Bharat Bhraman

9:30 Premer Phande
10:00 Samayer Sur
10:30 Soni Robi Mojar Chobi
11:30 Kashinath
12:00 Bideshini Bodhu
12:30 Tritiyo Purush
1:00 Ranna Ghar
1:30 Antaraley
2:00 Goenda Paribar
2:30 Thikana- Feature Film 
5:00 Arghya/Anand Vilas
5:30 Looko Churi
6:00 News
6:30 Mojar Khel Kobitay
7:00 Ekushe Paa
7:30 Googly
8:00 Alpha Bangla Telechobi
9:45 Purobi
10:15 Talk Jhal Misti
10:45 Ek Palake
10:50 News 
10:55 Ek Palake
11:00 Nijei Nayak
11:30 News
11:55 Ek Palake
12:00 Dai Baddha
12:25 Ek Palake
12:30 Bangla Feature Film
3:00 Sur Taal
3:30 Bharat Bhraman
4:00 Saregama
5:00 Prapto Baesko Der 

Janya
5:30 Talk Jhal Misti

HALLMARK 
1:00 Lena : My 100 Children
3:00 Face To Face
05:00 Sesame Street
6:00 The Great Elephant 

Escape
8:00 Ghostwriter
8:30 Wishbone
9:00 Sesame Street
10:00 Mermaid
12:00 The Sandy Bottom 

Orchestra
2:00 The Great Elephant 

Escape
4:00 Earth Angel
6:00 Touched by an Angel VI 
7:00 To Dance With The 

White Dog
9:00 The Princess Stallion 
11:00 Frame Up

STAR NEWS
8:30 STAR News English
9:00 STAR News Hindi
11:30 Star News English
12:00 Star Business Week
12:30 Star News English
1:00 Reality Bites
3:00 Limelight Hindi
6:30        The Big Fight
8:00 Star Talk
8:30 We The People
9:30 Star News Sunday
10:30 Star News Ravivaar

PICK OF THE DAYTODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS

Nighthawks
On HBO at 9:30 p.m. 
He is known in Europe as the most dangerous 
man alive, a perfectionist in the art of cold-
blooded mass murder. But even killers make 
mistakes and Wolfgar is no exception. By setting 
off a time-ticker-rubble-maker that slaughtered 
several children, he has tarnished his profes-
sional image and left a bitter aftertaste in those 
who hire his breed of soldiers.

STAR WORLD: 4:00 p.m. Baywatch Hawaii. Knife 

in the heart: JD has been in contact with ex-girl 

friend Jessie. She wants to get back together with 

him, but it will mean leaving the team and accepting 

more conventional job. 

EKUSHEY: 8:30 p.m. Bakragoti. Mr Asgar wants 

the circumcision of his son Dillon to be done by a 

Hazam. But everyone else in the family denies this. 

But he sticks to his decision. But at the day of the 

circumcision Dillon was missing.  

STAR WORLD: 10:30 p.m. The X Files. The Sixth 

Extinction: On the beach of Africa's Ivory Coast, 

Scully tries to piece together the cryptic symbols on 

the surface of the beached spaceship, hoping to find 

some answers to save the life her ailing partner 

Mulder. 

Interview

I
NDIAN High commission in 
Bangladesh screened a 
documentary on Bismillah 

Khan, a world famous Sanai 
maestro of the Indian Sub-
continent by celebrated film 
maker Goutam Ghose on Octo-
ber 5. While Goutam's camera 
takes the audience along the 
alleys of Benaras, favourite city 
of this giant musician, he makes 
use of 'Pagla Sanai' as back-
ground music in his documen-
tary. When Sanai ceases to play 
the audience listens to Bismillah 
Khan reminiscing his days of 
childhood and his immeasur-
able love and devotion to music.

Gau tam Ghose  i s  no  
stranger to the art of filmmaking. 
He is known for his inimitable 
style and socialistic touch. 
Therefore, it's no surprise that 
his movie Dekha, starring leg-
endary Bengali film actor 
Soumitra Chatter jee and 
actress Indrani Haldar, won the 
best regional film award in this 
year's National Film Festival. 
W h a t ' s  m o r e ,  S o u m i t r a  
Chatterjee received the Special 
Jury Award for his role of a blind 
poet in Dekha. However, Ghose 
created a furore when he 
rejected the award following 
allegations of nepotism and foul 
play in the National awards. 

Chatterjee followed suit. 
Pained and embarrassed at 

the injustices meted out to him, 
Chatterjee says, "Why should I 
accept an award that is given 
merely on lobbying skills? I have 
been associated with Satyajit 
Ray for so long, yet no one ever 
bothered to notice my talent. 

"Now they have chosen to 
appease me at the fag end of my 
career by announcing a special 
jury award. I feel insulted. I had 
rejected an award in the past for 
the same reasons and my con-
tention remains same even 
today." 

Equally upset is Ghose, who 
was the jury president in last 

year's National Film Festival. 
The renowned film director 

now plans to write to the Presi-
dent of India vindicating his 
refusal of the award for best 
regional movie. 

Following are excerpts from 
an interview with this great film 
maker:

Q: How do you feel about the 
controversy that has plagued 
this year's National Film Festi-
val Awards? 

Well, to tell you the truth, I am 
extremely pained over the 
fraudulent manner the jurors 
declared this year's awards. 
However, my decision to return 
the award for best regional film 
for Dekha was not a publicity 
stunt, for I don't believe in sen-
sationalism. I had to express my 
anguish and pain at the dis-
tressing reports in a section of 
media, which showed how the 
jury members had fallen prey to 
nepotism and lobbying. 

To say that I was appalled 
would be an understatement. It 
was shocking to see jury mem-
bers walking out of the Board in 
protest. Therefore, what I did 
was natural and a token protest 
of sorts against all malpractice 

that has tainted this year's 
awards.I am writing to the Presi-
dent of India justifying my stand 
and suggesting how things may 
be improved in future. Isn't it a 
shame that corrupt practices 
have sullied the National 
Awards, which are associated 
with the President?After all, the 
same awards were previously 
known as the President's 
Awards. To restore their lost gly, 
we must revamp the entire 
system under which such presti-
gious awards are declared. 

Q: You were a jury member 
for two years and headed the 
jurors last year. Did you ever 
find actors or participants lobby-
ing for favours? 

Yes, but when I functioned as 
a mere jury member for two 
years, I only came across pass-
ing references to irregularities. 
Even last year when I headed 
the Board, there were many 
instances of people trying to 
influence jury members. But this 
year to hadh ho gayee (ex-
ceeded all limits). 

The truth is out there for 
everybody to see. 

Q: Would you elaborate on 
what most irked you when you 

were jury president? 
To give you an instance, the 

manner in which Kiron Kher was 
adjudged best actress for her 
role in Bariwali was not techni-
cally justified. It was evident 
during the screening of Bariwali 
that Kiron had used a dubbed 
voice. In fact, Rita Koiral, who 
had given voice for Kiron, 
claimed it was her (Rita Koiral's) 
voice in the movie. 

I was astonished to see Kiron 
mention that it was her original 
voice in the movie in the applica-
tion form. Since it was stated in 
her application form, we could-
n't do anything. Worse, I was 
told that even participants influ-
enced the judgments. Some 

told me that a group of agents 
influenced the process in Delhi 
during the Film Festival. 

But all these are difficult to be 
prove. Last year, after announc-
ing the National Awards, I 
announced in a press confer-
ence that I had congratulated 
those who had lost out at the 
awards. I did it primarily 
because none of the judges had 
been able to evaluate their 
performances convincingly. 

Q: To what extent has this 
year's controversy affected the 
credibility of the National 

Awards? 
I think the damage is irrepa-

rable. The Director of film festi-
vals and the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting have a lot 
to do before they can restore the 
lost glory. They have to revamp 
the entire system. From selec-
tion of jury members, to the 
duration of viewing for nomi-
nated movies, everything must 
be changed. 

Q: What are the suggestions 
in your letter to President K R 
Narayanan? 

For example, I don't see the 
logic of short-listing over 150 
films for final viewing. 

We get more than 150 fea-
ture films every year under the 

Best Films category. After the 
initial screening, the jurors have 
to bring the numbers down to 
over 40. That means that they 
(the jury members) have to 
watch at least three movies 
daily to narrow the numbers 
down. And this is absurd. I 
mean, you can't find any Indian 
feature film less than two hours 
long. 

Imagine the plight of the 
jurors who spend eight to nine 
hours watching three movies. Is 
it possible for them to be in a 
state of mind whereby they can 

do justice to their duty? There is 
no time left for discussing the 
merits and demerits of the mov-
ies in question. 

In such a scenario, there is 
always scope for major slips 
and mistakes. Therefore, I have 
suggested that such vast num-
bers should not be screened. 
We can have preliminary 
rounds at a regional level and 
shortlist a selected number of 
films for final viewing. 

For a thankless job like this, 
who will sit for ten hours every-
day and screen movies for 
awards? There is hardly any in 
depth analysis on the idioms 
and languages of cinema.There 
are times when the jury mem-

bers themselves are not compe-
tent enough to carry out their 
responsibilities.Secondly, it's 
high time we do away with the 
existing set-up of jury members. 
There is no need to keep 17 
members in a jury. We can do an 
even better job by minimising 
the numbers of members to 
seven-eight. After all, too many 
cooks tend to spoil the broth.Q: 
Have nepotism and lobbying 
become an inseparable part of 
the National Awards?Yes, there 
is no doubt about that. Other-
wise, why would some jury 

members leave midway?Q: Do 
you agree that this year's con-
troversy is interlinked with the 
RSS and BJP?I can't really say, 
but such accusations may be 
true to an extent. Having said 
that, I am bothered by the qual-
ity of performance. But at the 
same time, politics should not 
be allowed to influence what is 
supposed to be an impartial 
decision-making process.Have 
you watched Daman and 
Pukaar, for which Raveena 
Tandon and Anil Kapoor have 
been given the Best Actress and 
the  Best  Ac tor  Awards ,  
respectively?No, I haven't seen 
either of their films. Therefore, I 
can't comment on t legitimacy of 

the awards received by them. 
Q: Do you think Anil and 

Raveena should return their 
awards? 

Not at all. Why should they? 
India is a democratic country 
and both of them have been 
given the awards after a con-
sensus. Our grudge is against 
the system and not the individ-
ual performers. 

Courtesy: The Internet

Art for heart's sake
Goutam Ghose talks about the film world around him

Goutam Ghose

Stills  from his films
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