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Forman films on the city's cine-buffs' platter

Czech new-wave film-maker I\/||Ios Forman Retrospective opens at German Cultural Centre today
THE PEOPLE

ZIAUL KARIM

AHIR Raihan Film
Society's dedication in
inculcating film sense

and building a cine literate soci-
ety is commendable. Driven by
the motto to make a good movie
one needs to see good film, the
film society organises film ses-
sions, retrospectives, seminars,
workshops, and symposiums
on film and film techniques.

Pro-active,

the society's

calendar of activities is focused
above everything on film-
conscious viewers. This week
the society has come up with a
retrospective on one of

Sabbir Chowdhury

Hollywood's great film-makers
Milos Forman.

THE MAN...
‘THE MUSIC..,
THE MADNESS...

‘THE MURDER...

THE MOTION PICTURE...

JIM CARREY

er Milos Forman has combined
a unique sensitivity to American
themes with the best of
European cinematic sensibili-
ties. His films include such
successful American releases
as One Flew Over the Cuckoo's
Nest (1975), Hair (1979),
Ragtime (1981), and Amadeus
(1983). Forman is among only a
handful of filmmakers whose
body of work represents a con-
stant artistic integrity with broad
popular appeal.

Born in 1932 in Caslav, a
small town outside of Prague,
Forman lost both his parents in
the Nazi death camps during
World War Il. In the early 1950s,
Forman enrolled at the newly
founded Film Institute at the
University of Prague, where he
worked with many of the major
figures of the "Golden Age of
Czech Cinema." It was there
that he first began to form his
unique visual style.

Italy, Kino Festival in
Manchester, and London Film
Festival. This visithas given me
an idea of the nature and scope
of the European film industry. As
is the case with film-goers in
other countries, the film enthusi-
asts here do not have an easy
access to the good and quality
films which are awarded regu-
larly in different international
festivals. Zahir Raihan Film
Society tries to procure and
present such films to its mem-
bers. Milos Forman, though he
can no longer be considered a
pure Czech filmmaker as he has
now become a Hollywood film-
maker, is a representative of the
Czech Realist Film Movement
in the early sixties who later on
associated himself with the
Czech New Wave Film
Movement. We wanted to pres-
ent his films to our members.
Here we have included six of his
Hollywood films. We wanted to

only possible when we watch as
many films as possible by a
filmmaker. This will give us an
opportunity to evaluate the
specific individual style of a
filmmaker. As the legendary
filmmakers as well as the con-
temporary ones have been
contributing towards the devel-
opment of "the Cinema" we
organise 'Retrospectives' or
'Retros' focussing on a filmmak-
er

Reflecting on the alternative
film movement and the observa-
tion by many that it has died an
immature death Sabbir said in
his view, "Alternative Film
Movement is composed of two
streams: the Film Society
Movement and the Short and
Alternative Film-making
Movement. Zahir Raihan Film
Society has been working very
actively for the last fifteen years.
It has so far screened more than
fifteen hundred films. This year,

longer has the same impact as it
used to have during the Eighties
orthe early-Nineties."

Film societies have an
important role to play in educat-
ing cine-goers. Does film soci-
ety movement succeed in edu-
cating viewers?

"Due to the shortage of funds
and resources film societies
cannot play the role as is
expected of them. More and
more government efforts are
whatis really needed in having a
nationwide impact and proper
education for the cine-goers.
But, film societies like that of
ours are trying their best to do
so. All the alternative filmmak-

bigger institutes like film insti-
tutes, then it is the task of the
government."

Our film industry is in sham-
bles, has there any attempts
from the film societies to make
an inroad into the psyche of our
film goers?

"It is difficult to reach all the
cine-goers in Bangladesh.
Because, the mainstream film
industry is controlled by the
business community interested
in film as a means of trade - loss
and profit motive is all they care
about. Film societies are trying
to do their best, but, as | told you
earlier, our resources are limited
for reachmg whole Bang-

film festival,
festival,

Speaking about what
inspired Sabbir Chowdhury,
General Secretary of the Zahir
Raihan Film Society, to organ-

screen two of his Czech films,
namely A Blonde in Love (1965)
and The Firemen's Ball (1968),
but we had to drop these two

we'll have shown more than two
hundred films by the end of
December. Apart from two or
three other film societies,

Milos Forman

ise the retrospective, he said, 'l
have long been interested in
European cinema. Sofar, | have
seen about 500 European films.
| have been to three film festi-

films to be screened later.'
Responding about Zahir
Raihan's constantly successful
retrospectives of cinematic
legends and focus on contem-

though they do not show as
many films as we do, film soci-
ety movement as a whole is not
enjoying a high time. And same
is the case with the short and

ers in Bangladesh are the prod-
ucts of the film societies. That
way, | think film societies, like
Zahir Raihan Film Society,

ladesh."

Talking about the future plans
of the society and its aim, Sabbir
said, "We'll organise a Dutch
film festival very soon. As for

a d

Abbas Kiarostami
Robert Altman from U.S.A,,
Jean-Luc Godard from France,
Wim Wenders from Germany,
Luis Bunuel from Spain, Kenji
Mizoguchi and Yasujiro Ozu
from Japan, Zhang Yimou from
China, Wong Kar-Wai from
Chinese Hong Kong, Fernando
Solanas from Argentina,
Glauber Rocha from Brazil,
Theo Angelopoulos from
Greece, Manoel
from Portugal, and others. We
would also like to organise a
bigger festival of European films
some time next year."

Is the society holding any film
festivals in future?

"Yes, we would like to hold a
Dutch film festival, a European
an African film
and a Latin American
film festival in future."

Anybody who is interested in
good films can
member of the society. Annual
subscription is one thousand
takas for general members and
five hundred takas for student
members. Registration can be
done during any of the on-going
film sessions. Persons inter-
ested can contact at this e-mail

r

sabbirchowdhury@yahoo.com -

from lIran,

de Oliveira

become a
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Milos Forman

Retrospective

Zahir Raihan Film Society will screen
six films by Hollywood-based Czech
New Wave filmmaker Milos Forman
at the Goethe-Institut Dhaka at Road
No. 9, Dhanmondi from Saturday,
October 6 to Monday, October 8.The
programme-schedule: "Hair" (1979)
at 5:00 pm and "Man on the Moon"
(1999) at 7:00 pm on October 6;
"Valmont" (1989) at 5:00 pm and
"One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest"
(1975) at 7:00 pm on October 7;
"Amadeus" (1984) at 5:00 pm and
"The People vs. Larry Flynt" (1996)
at7:00 pmonOct. 8.

Debut photo show

Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar first
solo photography show is now being
held at the Indian High Commission
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm,
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until
October8.

Graphic prints

show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints opens at the French cultural
centre, Alliance Francaise, on
October 7 at6:30in the evening.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six

seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their
canvas the rich variety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show will continue till
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