Sharon’s comments
unacceptable’: W House

AFP, washingion

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon's wamning to the United
States not to act like 1938 appeas-
ers of German leader Adolf Hitler

IS "ununceplu_l:tho.. ‘fﬂ““'f il:uus‘e free world, not to commit again
spokesman Ari Fleischer sald yes- .. rorrible mistake made in 1938
terday. when European democracies sac-

“The comments made by the
Prime Minister are unacceptdble
in the president’s opinion,” said
Fleischer, a day after Sharon
warmmed the United States late
Thursday not to try to conciliate
the Arab world at the expense of
[srael.

In a his toughest criticism yet
of a US bid to rally a coalition be-
hind reprisals for September 11
terror strikes, Sharon warned the

DHAKA SATURDAY OCTOBER 6, 2001

United States Thursday: “Don’t try
to conciliate the Arabs at our ex-
pense. We won'tacceptit.”

“l call upon the western de-
mocracies, and first of all the
United States as the head of the

rificed Czechoslovakia for a tem-
porary solution,” he said.

“Israel will not be Czechoslo-
vakia,” he warned.

He was alluding to the 1938
Munich conference, when Euro-
pean powers yielded to Hitler and
allowed him to take over part of
Czechoslovakia to appease the
Nazi regime. World War II started
a year later.
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- 2001" show at Kolkata organised by P.C.Chandra Jewellers yesterday.

| mo AFP
A model displays a diamond necklace at the ‘Diamond Vivaha Jewellery
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[afghan stuaents | Ukraine defence minister denies
missile shot down Russian plane

learn English,
Urdu & Osama
at school

AP, islamabad

Down a forbidding hill of mud, in
a courtyard fashioned of clay and
reeds, a group of Afghan children
spend their days studying four
subjects - English, Urdu, their
native Pashtu, and Osama bin
Laden,

The teacher, Sayed Wagqab
Hussain, has been running the
school for a year. He says he uses
bin Laden and the Taliban as a
way to teach his students about
Afghanistan, especially in recent
days.

“We will work for Osama, We
will not tolerate handing over
Osama to anybody. The children
are with the Taliban,” Hussain
said Thursday. Behind him, one
student held up a Mickey Mouse
backpack and grinned,

Most refugee camps are in the
border areas of Peshawar and
Quetta. But this city of mud -
which residents call a “kachia-
badi,” meaning unfinished village
- sits near Islamabad, about 150
miles (240 kilometers) from Al-
ghanistan,

The population is uncertain,
but it appears to top 10,000. Resi-
dents say the settlement dates to
when the Soviets invaded Afghani-
stanin 1979.

Hussain, an elegant man with a
thin mustache, has an almost in-
audible voice and very little visible
teaching methodology besides
repetition and recitation. He says
his school - which is public, not
outwardly religious - is one of a
few in the settlement.

10 Palestinian

children hurt

in Israeli attack
AFP, Gaza City
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Ten stone-throwing Palestinian
children were hit by live bullets
yesterday during clashes with
Israeli soldiers at the Karni border
crossing into Israel, Palestinian
hosptial sources said.

One of the boys was seriously
injured.

The army opened fire after the
children started pelting them with
rocks, the source said.

.AFP Kiev

Ukraine's defence minister. in-
sisted yesterday that it was techni-
cally impossible that the Russian
airliner which exploded and
crashed into the Black Sea this
week was accidentally shot down
by Ukrainian missiles fired during
a military exercise.

Olexander Kuzmuk acknowl-
edged that Ukraine had been car-
rying out military exercises, which
US intelligence sources have
linked to Thursday's explosion.

But he said, “All the missiles
used in the exercises .. are
equipped  with  self-destruct
mechanisms” that would have
prevented such an accident,

He added that the Sibir airlines
Tu-154 was out of range of the
missiles when the explosion sent it
crashing into the sea.

But defence analysts argued
that the self-destruct mechanisms
may have failed to activate due to
the lack of maintenance wide-
spread in the Ukrainfan military
since the end of the Soviet Union a

decade ago.
“The problem is that the
Ukraine army uses outdated

equipment which it does not have
the me#ns to modernise,” said
Leonid Polykov of Kiev's Razum-
kov Research Centre.

Ukraine's defence budget for
2002 is 800 million dollars when
“at least 1.2 billion dollars is
needed” to keep its military hard-
ware fully operational, analyst
Valentin Badarak told AFP.

Earlier, a spokesman for Rus-
sia's Black Sea Fleet at Sevastopol
in southern Ukraine told AFP that
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the explosion was the result of a
Ukrainian missile hitting the air-
craft. But Russian fleet officials
later denied the report.

In Washington, a US official
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity said it was “possible that
this was a tragic accident and not

terrorism” and that “at the mo-
ment we believe it was shot down
by the Ukrainian government.”

US spy satellite imagery
showed that a Ukrainian missile
downed the plane, the Washing-
ton Post reported Friday quoting
S defence officials.

UN states meet to focus on
humanitarian aid for Afghans

AFP, Geneva

Twenty-two United  Nations
member states began a two-dav
meeting with humanitarian agen-
cies here yesterday to discuss a
strategy for supplying badly-
needed aid to Afghanistan.
Organised by the Office of the
UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) and the Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), the closed-door

discussions will also have a “po-
litical dimension”, UNHCR Ruud
[.ubbers told reporters on Friday.

As well as donor nations,
countries bordering conflict- and
drought-stricken Afghanistan,
such as Pakistan and Iran which
both host huge populations of
Alghan refugees, will also take part
in the “Afghan Forum”.

Russia will be present too, and
a number of non-governmental
organisations.

STOCK

“It's about developing in the
first place a good strategy for the
Afghans,” Rubbers told a news
briefing.

He said they wanted to show
“that we consider their problem to
be our problem.”

UN agencies, including the
UNHCR, have urged Iran and
Pakistan which closed their bor-
ders with Afghanistan shortly after
the September 11 terror attacks on
the United Stares, to reopen them.
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Musical on Diana’s life to
premiere in Germany

AFP, Frankfurt

A musical on the life of Diana will
premiere in Germany next month,
offering a “psychological portrait”
of the Princess of Wales, its author
sald on Thursday.
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The curtain on “Lady Di - Di-
ana - A Smile Enchants the World”
will go up on November 10 in the

southwestern city of Saarbruecken
with a c ast of Hritish actors singing
and speaking i Geriman

Aside from the “Queen of
Hearts” played by singer Karen
Gillingham, actors representing
her ex-husband Prince Charles
and his long-time love Camilla
Parker-Bowles will walk the
boards.

Author Volker Fuehrer said he
as attracted to the story for its
mythic quality.

“Our world is no longer re-
flected in ancient myths, but
rather in the stories created by
pop culture every day in glossy
magazines,” he said.

“Diana’s life was one of these
fairy tales that transformed into a
modern myth through her early
death.”

Fuehrer gave few details about
the musical’s story line but said it
would begin with the fatal August
1997 car crash in Paris that killed
Diana and her companion Dodi
Fayed,

The show's tour will take it to
cities including Munich, Frank-
furt.

Violence erupts around
funeral in Pakistan

AFP, Karachi

J

Police fired tear gas yesterday and
made 200 arrests as violence broke
out before and after funeral pray-
ers for six Shiite Muslims gunned
down in the southern Pakistani
city of Karachi.

Witnesses said about 3,000
people had gathered outside a
mosque in the city's fashionable
Defence Colony neighbourhood
ahead of the prayers.

Police fired tear gas as some
participants pelted vehicles with
stones dnd attacked a police van,
police officer Muneer Sheikh said.
He said at least 12 vehicles, in-
cluding a police car, were dam-
aged.

" Witnesses said the agitated
vouths also attacked a gas station
and smashed windows.

Fresh clashes broke out afrer

the prayers ended, resulting in
more volleys of tear gas and police
haton charges that injured some
protestors.

At least 200 people were ar-

rested, police officer Majid Dastj
said.

'l";Ie six dead, including two
children, were gunned down
Thursday by unidentified assail-
ants outside a Shiite mosque after
evening prayers.

The gunmen fled on a motor-

bike after the attack that also left
eight people injured. The victims'
burial was scheduled for late Fri-
day.

Hundreds of people have died in
sectarian violence in Pakistan
involving militants from the ma-
jority Sunni and minority Shiite

communities in recent years.'
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