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The Baily Star

Allowing freedom of interpretation

Dhaka's gallery

FAYzA HAQ

NDRE Raynouard, the
director of Alliance
Francaise, explaining

why they were having the solo
exhibition of Jean-Michel
Alberola, called "Je ne
m'appelle pas Pierrot, je
m'appelle Ferdinand" at their
gallery, says, "Alberola is a
painter and printmaker. He
belongs to a new generation of
artists in France who are both
print-makers and artists. To me
he is much better known as a
print-maker than a painter. The
artist was chosen by
Association Francaise d'Action
Artistique for this particular
exhibition.

This is an agency that works
on behalf of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in France and
they have two main activities,
one to promote French art
abroad and the other one is to
organise, with the support of the
ministry, of Culture in France
large exhibitions presenting the
artistic productions of foreign
countries. For instance in 1996
they did a series on lIreland,
bringing in theatre, music cin-
ema, and visual arts. This is part
of a deliberate cultural policy to
promote French contemporary
artists and although they sup-
port all forms of artistic expres-
sions, they put a special empha-
sis on younger generations of
artists to help them get interna-
tional exposure.

"Alberola is a French painter
who was born in Algeria of a
Spanish family. They moved to
France in 1962. He studied at
the Institute of Fine Arts at
Marseilles, in the south of
France and then he went north
to the city of Le Havre. He was
acclaimed from his very first
exposition in 1981. He had his
works based on two classical
origins, one is a story from the
bible, called "Susan and the old
men" and the other one is a tale

from the Greek mythology
called "Diane-Artemis bathing
being caught by surprise by the
hunter Acteon." The reference
to these two stories means that
Alberola places the eye (of the
artist-the inspiration-, but also of
the visitor-the perception-) at
the centre of his artistic creation
: the eye is concupiscent and full
of sensuous desire, it defies
social prohibitions, but eventu-
ally itis punished.

"The two themes are the
source of his inspiration. For

-goers wait to
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Alberola the central role is the
perception of the work i.e. how
the visitor sees the work. The
aesthetic quality for him lies in
the space between the work and
me as the onlooker. Something
happens in the perception of the
work and this is the foundation
of his art.

"The exhibition is entitled 'My
name is not Pierrot, my name is
Ferdinand' and this is a famous
reply in Jean Luc Goddard's
'Pierrot the madman' which was
made in 1965 with Jean Paul

savour Alberola's works

i

Belmondo playing the lead role.
The protagonist is called
Ferdinand but everybody in the
film calls him Pierrot and the
story of the film is the story of
Pierrot. At the beginning of the
film Jean Luc Goddard has
Pierrot- Ferdinand having a
bath, smoking a Havana cigar
with a felt hat on his head, and
he is reading a book by Elie
Faure, a famous essayists on
aesthetics, called 'The spirit of
forms'. The excerpt that he
reads focuses on Velasquez

and his capacity to paint not
things but what is in between
things. At the same time |,
Goddard, in order to make his
point clear gives us a visual
sequence of two persons play-
ing tennis with the camera
focusing on the ball being
exchanged and on the visual
space the movement creates
between the two players. If we
replace the tennis players with
the artist, his work and the spec-
tator we can easily visualize
where the reality of art is for
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Velasquez, Godard and
...Alberola!

What Alberola tells us is
abstract and symbolic, often
esoteric. It is involved with the
history of western paintings,
African culture, bullfighting,
political and economic consid-
erations..... He has his own
message but he certainly allows
the spectator a full freedom of
interpretations.."

Dwelling on the prints,
Raynouard says, "France has
always had a great tradition in
printmaking. Three elements
are essential: the support (usu-
ally paper) on which the image
is printed , the technique used to
print the image and the fact that
it will be done in more than one
copy. Our invitation card is
intended to be a reminder of the
importance of the paper and the
perception of the print will
depend largely on the quality of
the paper. Among the famous
brands of art papers everybody
knows the 'papiers d'Arches'. A
number of different techniques
can be used as from a
woodblock, stone, silk, metal or
linography. All the works in this
exhibition are based on serigra-
phy with the print being trans-
ferred from silk to paper."

In one of the prints is a collec-
tion of sheep , all looking alike,
(which emphasizes the element
of reproduction in the process of
printmaking), except for two
(which expresses the ever
present possibility to exercise
one's freedom and at the same
time stands there as an element
of humour; it also brings some
confusion into the mind of the
viewer, forcing him to doubt and,
consequently, to think for him-
self).

In another we see train tracks
with a tunnel covered with snow.
At the end are the words "Une
autarcie autoritaire" and speaks
of a closed society with no eco-
nomic connection with the rest
of the surroundings. "If you

follow the tracts blindly in
between two walls you are not
questioning anyone. What you
enter is a tunnel of darkness
which could lead to dictator-
ship," Raynouard comments.

In a third piece we see a
partly covered face and the
accompanying commentary
speaks of concepts of sand
grains. This is followed by one of
the buildings of the fifties in
France when accommodations
had to be provided to a large
number of people coming from
the countryside to live in the
cities. "The French built such
blocks of housings which
became one of the causes of
social problems. In the right is
the graffiti drawn on a photo and
it present people hanging on to
straps while travelling by bus or
in the subway so as not to fall.
You can only see the silhouettes
of the people. The people don't
appear to have individuality."

This is followed by a man
sitting down saying "My name is
not Pierro, my name is
Ferdinand." Another print says
"He speaks, | paint" and one
sees the lower part of a carnival
tent. Another brings in Aix en
Provence which is the city
where Cezanne lived and
painted, and with his imagina-
tion he brings in touches of the
Cheyenne country into the
same print, with prints of claws
of eagles on the mountains of St
Victoire.

Another mind-boggling print
brings in half the body of
Marianne, the symbol of French
Revolution, along with a bayo-
net. The print also brings in a
portrait that reminds one of the
portrait that reminds one of
Tortsky or Lenin and is called
"CainandAble".

The exhibition would no
doubt stir the imagination of the
viewers and give students of
print making in the city a lot to
learn from.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar first
solo photography show is now being
held at the Indian High Commission
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm,
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until
October8.

Graphic
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic

prints opens at the French cultural
centre, Alliance Francaise, on

prints

October 7 at6:30in the evening.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show will continue till October 14
everyday from 11 amto 8pm.

BTV

3:20
3:45
4:00

4:05
4:20
5:00
5:40
6:00
6:10
6:35

Open University
Sasthyatathya

Khabar

Cartoon Picture

Ta Ta Thai Thai

School debate competition
Religion and Life

Khabar

Ei Prithibi

Programme from Chittagong
station

Sangbad Shironam
Sandyamalati

Chalchitra

News in Bangla

Drama serial: Subha Budhi
Sangbad Shironam

Cine magazine

News in English

Banglar Mukh Aami Dekhechi
11:00 Muktir Pathey

11:30 Khabar /The News

EKUSHEY TV

12:00 Ekushey Midday

12:30 Charidike

1:00 Expedition to the Animal
Kingdom

Circus Circus

Classic Cartoons

Drishti

Ekushey Headlines
Drama Serial: Na

Kena Kata

Surer Prodeep
Expedition to the Animal
Kingdom

Drishti

Ajker Potrikay

Ekushey Headlines
Classic Cartoons
Deshjure

Ekushey Headlines
Ekushey News

Ek Minute

Drama: Gontobbo Kotodur
Serial ; Alif Laila

7:00
7:05
7:25
8:00
8:30
9:00
9:05
10:00
10:30

1:30
2:00
2:30
3:00
3:05
3:30
4:00
4:30

5:30
5:50
6:00
6:05
6:30
6:55
7:30
7:58
8:00
9:00

10:00
11:00
11:30
12:00

News: Simulcast from BTV
Ekushey Nightly News

E Shoptaher Bishsho
Ekushey News Headlines

ATN

5:30
7:00

7:35
8:05
8:45

10:00
10:35
11:05

Islamic Prog.

Health care Prog: Sustha
Thakun

Film Songs Prog: "Surchobi"
Rong Be Ronger Din

Film Magazine "Daliwood
Bichitra"

Band Musical Prog "Band
Show"

Song Prog "Gun Sudu Gun"
Drama Serial "Bondon"
Bengali Fsilm : Atongketo
Shotru

Islamic Prog. : Sundor
Jeebaner Jannee

Law Prog: Nagoric Jeebon O
Aine

Song Prog: Gun Sudu Gun
ATN Bangla News

Drama Serial: Beker Nebas
Film Magazine : Anuvobe
Shadkalo

Reporting prog : Prekkha Pot"

BNP produced election :
Netry Tumi Akjona

ATN News Head Line
Musical Prog

Bengali Film: Akas Kusum

HBO Slayer 6:30 Aalaap Nagme 11:00 Sheshprashna

, | 10:30 Angel TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY 7:00 Yoga For Life 9:15 Dadamoni-ATribute To | 11:30° Grohon
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i 4:00 Life in the Word With - s i thort H:00REKSTUKdalChandiKa 5:45 Tara Rum 6:30 Groh
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3:00 Geet Bahar g s Bhi Kabpi | > Never Been Kissed 10:00 BBC News Report/Asia Today 9:30  [V] Jungli Jukebox 12:00 Gharana 2:00 Jharokha 530 Football
3:30  Chhota Bhai (Rehman, 2:30  Kyunki aas Bhi Kabhi | 9:00 Angel Heart 10:15 World Business Report | 5:00 BBC News 10:00 [V] FDFS 12:30 Yaarana-Thursday Hits 2:35 Cool Age HALLMARK
Nutan, Lalita Pawar) _ Bﬁhu Thi 10:00 Home Alone 10:30 IT India Tomorrow 5:30 Asia Business 10:30 [V]LIFW 3:00 Dholak-Feature Film 3:05 TaraRum ,
7:00 Phool Bane Angaare ggg ghgg:” ;2530 mace M,slﬂneLs 11:00 BBC News Report/Asia Today 11:00 Late Night 5:30  News in Hindi 400 Hit Pe Hit ;2620 \}ivﬂne: dOfDWIndsor
i : : en a Man Loves a 0 i .00 Hi i . : : atts And Do
oo | 5 s ko | CHANNELIV] | 00t | ZEECINEMA | 510 Jhscoo
STAR WORLD | gap |caninfssiRoz 4:45  January Man, the 12:00 BBC News 7:30 V] So Long Gone 1:00 Hit Machine 600 A8 InsafHogaFeaure | 0 Blie 3:00 Women Of Windsor
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: i : 6:30  World Busin 9:30 Music Box ; ea Change
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Anyway? 8:30  Ma Shakfi 8:00 * BEC News 10:00 ltalian Football Hilites 11:30 Sportscenter Hindi Antonio, TX USA Final Harsha Online 1:05 Music B 3:30 Caillou
10:00 Ally McBeal 9:00 Kaahin Kissii Roz 8:30  Asia Today/World Italian Serie A 12:00 Pool World Pool Round 12:00 Sportsline Tonight 1:30 Jhlfr'gkhgx 4:00 Sea Change
R TESSEIIEY | 08 G e e 200112002 Highlights Masters 2001 12:30 Sportsiine Today 12:30 Pro-Box 2001 00 P 5:00  Star Trek : Voyager
By 10:00 Kangan : OB 11:00 ECB International 1:00  Golf Classics Amold 1:00 English Premier football Nottingham, England 3:00 Next Generation 6:00 Sliders Season Il
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ful _ 11:30 AajKi Baat 10:30 Top Gear Test, Day 2,17 Session  3.09  |SKA Karate 2001 ISKA Leeds United @ 3:00 Go Kart Champions of : STAR NEWS
2:00 Mork & Mindy 12:00 Shagun 11:00 BBC News 2:00 ECB Intemnational Strike Force Kick Ipswich Town the Future Karting ALPHA TV
2:30 Happy Days 12:30 Telebrands 11:30 Reporters Cricket the Npower Test Boxing Las Vegas, NU ~ 3:00 National Sports Report Series 2001 BANGLA 7:30  Breakfast News
3:00 Baywatch 1:00  Hit Ya Fit 12:00 BBC News Series London, England USA 3:30  Spanish Football Mothwerwell, Scotland O 6:00 STAR Khel
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5:00 STAR News Asia 3:00  Kabhi Kabhie Mere 2:00 BBC News 6:00 International Beach National Jump Rope 5:30  Sports Unlimited India V South Africa in ;gg g‘e‘”s = 8:00 Hotline
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