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Korea in focus

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

l‘{e“igimi: today's Korea covers a
:ftl)iagdigmwn of faiths argd beI.i efs.
Buddhism, Christianity,
Confucianism, Islam and numerous
other indigenous religions exist in
Korea. Although none of them
dominates, they all influence con-

culture.

[m[}lgm the coexistence of many
different religions, Korean history
has never witnessed internal strife
or conflict caused by religious differ-
ences. Rather, the various religions
have united and rallied to support
the nation in times of Crisis.

The religious population of
Korea today is more than 22.€ mil-
lion, about 50.7 per cent of the total

pulation, according to a 1995
National Statistics Office survey.
guddhism remains the major reli-
gion of perhaps 23.1 per cent of the
population, although Protestantism
is the most dynamic religion and is
followed by almost 19.7 per cent of
the Korean population. However,
most Koreans observe certain cus-
toms and practices, which are
clearly Confucian. Folk beliels
remain alive, and "gut” (shaman
ceremonies) is still performed in
certain places.

Education

Education has been at the heart of
Korea's growth, by training and
supplying the manpower needed for
rapid industrial and economic
expansion.

A multi-tiered educational sys-
tem is currently in use, encompass-
ing elementary school (Six years),
middle school (three years), high
school (three years), and college
(four years), as well as various
graduate and professional
programmes. Elementary school
education has been free and com-
pulsory since 1953. Free and com-
pulsory education was extended to
middle schools in rural areas and
offshore islands in 1985, and it will
become nationwide beginning from
the 2004 school year. Both high
schools and colleges require stu-
dents to take standard qualifying
examinations. Today, about 90 per
cent of the nation's youth graduate
from high school. About 40 per cent
of high school graduates each year
embark on four-year programmes of
study at universities and colleges
and another 33 per cent enter f(wo-
year junior colleges. In 1999, 2.5

O the national day of Republic of RKorea

million students enrolled in either a
university or college, including
junior and correspondence col-
leges. The national literacy rate
exceeds 95 per cent.

The government has also signed
agreement with B0 countries for the
exchange of information and pro-
motion of international under-
standing through cooperative
programmes in education and
culture. Korea also participates in
international exchange activities
coordinated by UNESCO.

Transportation

The tremendous pace of domestic
economic growth in the past four
decades has been reflected in the

Seoul, Gimhae near Busan, Jeju and
Cheongju. Korean Air's worldwide
network serves 61 cities in 28 coun-
tries and Asiana Airline has regular
service to 36 cities in 14 nations.

The Incheon International
Airport opened on March 29, 2001,
on Yeongjong-do Island after more
than eight years of construction
since the ground was broken on
November 12, 1992. The opening
marked the completion of the first
phase of constructuon. T'he US$5.1
billion new airport has two parallel
runways and is®apable ol handling
170,000 flights, 27 million passen-
gers and 1.7 million metric tons of
cargo annually. When the linal stage
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Computer education for middle.séhwl students

expansion of transportation lacili-
tes and the increases in Korea's
annual passengers an cargo vol-
umes.

Seoul has a well-developed mass
transit system of subways, buses
and taxis. Airport shuttles or city
buses are conveniently available
and operate throughout the city. The
subway system is the fourth longest
in the world, carrying about 4.7
million persons a day. Its eight lines
reach most major locations in the
city.

The domestic air services ol
Korean Air and the Asiana Airlines
serve seventeen airports: Seoul
(Gimpo), Incheon, Busan, Jeju,
Daegu, Sokcho, Gwangju, Jinju,
Yeosu, Ulsan, Gangneung, Pohang,
Mokpo, Yecheon, Gunsan, Wonju
and Cheongju.

There are five international
airports, in Incheon and Gimpo near

of construction i1s completed in
2020, the airport will be able to
handle 100 million passengers and
10 million tons of cargo annually,
becoming the most efficient hub in
Northeast Asia.

An expressway system also
connects Seoul with provincial cities
and towns, putting any place In
mainland South Korea within a one-
day round trip of the capital. Express
buses transport passengers to and
from all principal cities and resorts
in the country.

The railways also serve the entire
country through an elflicient and
extensive network. The super-
express train, Saemaeul, runs 444.5
kilometres from Seoul to Busan in
four hours and 10 minutes. There
are also ordinary express and local
trains.

Ocean liners, cruise ships, and

passenger-carrying freighters visit

Korean ports. A ferry service links
Busan with Jejudo Island and the
Japanese ports of Shimonoseki and
Hakada, the Chinese port of Yantai
and the Russian port of Vladivostok.
Another ferry service links Incheon
with the Chinese ports of Weihai,
Qingdao, Tianjinand Dalian,

Telecommunications

Telephone service has rapidly
expanded in the past decade or so.
In 1987, the number of telephone
lines had exceeded 10 million, with
virtually every household having a
telephone; and by 2000, the number
had increased to 24.5 million lines

with 21.9 million subscribers. The |

number of phones per 100 persons
has increased to 454 and all tele-
phone circuits are now connected
by automatic switching systems.
Mobile communication services
also increased dramatically in
recent years and 26.8 million mobile
phones were in use in 2000,
International transmissions are
handled via three satellite systems, a
microwave communication system
and a submarine coaxial cable

system between Korea and Japan. |
Thesewill be reinforced in the future |
by an additional satellite system and |

a global fiber optic communication
network.

In addition, more and more
Koreans are using computer-related
communications, including on-line
services and the Internet. The num-
ber of on-line service subscribers
increased from 718,000 in 1995 (o
16.8 million in 2000 and Internet
users from 366,000 to 19.0 million
during the same time period. In
particular, the high-speed Internet
service gained explosive popularity
at the end of the 1990s. The number
of high-speed Internet subscribers
was 4.0 million at the end of 2000,
ten times larger than the end of
1999,

To prepare for the information
age, the Government, in 1395,
launched a two-phase plan to build
an information superhighway.
Under the first phase that was com-
pleted in. February 2001, major
public offices, universities and
research institutes have been con-
nected and in the second phase a
network is connecting those in the

private sector and individual housc- |
holds. With this plan, the |

Government expects Korea will
emerge as one of the world’s top 10
information societies by 2002,

Warmest Felicitations on the
“National Foundation Day”
of the Republic of Korea

dada

-- World’s Largest Headwear Manufacturer and Exporter
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QUALITY

Corporate Head Office

DADA CORPORATION

Seoul, Korea
Tel: (02) 538 4271/5
Fax: (02) 538 0132

DADA (DHAKA) LTD

Plot # 28, Sector # 6, Uttara C/A
Dhaka-1230, Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-8913784, 8913042
Fax: 880-2-8913052, 8917230
E-malil: info(@dadadhaka.com

DADA (SAVAR) LTD

Plot # 61-65, DEPZ, Ganak Bari
Savar, Bangladesh

Tel: 880-2-7701045-7, 7701049-51
Fax: 880-2-7701048, 7701054
E-mail: leo@dada.co.kr

Beost Weistes

The only company in Bangladesh that can meet 100% demand
of Padding from their Dhaka & chittagong factories

Offering

stop service for

o Padding © Quilting © Computerised Quilting © Nylon fabric & Poly bag & Blister bag

Regular
Air Roll
Feather Touch
Needle punch

6 Production Lines

With huge capacity of 90 million yards per Year

LowAFT

HighAFT

Vivabon

Downfil

YPL / YSF - Micro-N
YPL / YSF - Micro-S

YPL / YSF - Super-N
YPL / YSF - Super-S
YPL/YSF-3D-N
YPL/YSF- 3D-S
YPL / YSF - 2D-N
YPL/YSF-2D-S

Hollofil-l
Hollofil-Il -USA Brand
Quolofil DUPONT

Thermore - Italian Brand

%
veeee 00 Design upto 90 " Width

With capacity of 12 Million yards per Year .
Capable to produce any design through Computerised Quilting Machine

Nl R t:-1e]d[X-3M....ALL TYPES

Capable to produce all range of Nylon fabrics including Twill , Oxford , Supplex , Ribstop \
Taslan , with different finishes & PU coating upto 10,000 mm and Acrylic coating.

With capacity of 30 Million Yards per Year .

Polyé( bag
Blister bag

I .6 Colour Flexographic Print On PP, LDPE & HDPE
capable to produce upto the length ranging from
18 CM - 250 CM & Width of 200 CM.

With capacity of 850 MT per Year.

Dhaka Marketing Office :-

House # 468F ( 3rd Floor ) , Road # 31, New D.0.H.S , Mohakhali , Dhak

Chittagong Marketing Office :-

Plot#9 ~ 11,18 ~ 20 ,Sector # 7, Chittagong Export processing zon

YOUNGONE SYNTHETIC FIBRE PRODS. IND. LTD. - DEPZ
SAVAR DYEING AND FINISHING IND. LTD. - DEPZ

For details please contact us aft ......
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a-1213, Bangladesh . Tel # 880-2-8611320,8811510, Fax # 880-2-8826343, Mobile # 011-801715, 801714, 011-865075 , 017-541566, 541568, E-mail - yodmkig @bracbd.net

e , Chittagong , Bangladesh. Tel # 880-31-740466 ~ 67 , 740184, 740607 ~ 10 Fax # 880-31-740066, Mobile # 011-763280 , 018-313290 ~ 91 , E-mail - asad@youngone.co.kr

YOUNGONE PADDING(CEPZ) LTD. - CEPZ
YOUNGONE GARMENT ACCESSORIES IND. LTD. - CEPZ




