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Portraying contemporary Bangladesh

Theatre Production stages Sadi Sirajer Pala, an adaptation of Marat/Sade by Peter Weiss

SAIFUL ISLAM
N the dimly lighted stage
the opposing forces are
violently involved in con-
flict, some of these forces are posi-
tive and some are negative. But
there is something in commontheir
vision is foggy, they are not sure of
their objective. The evil and the
good forces make the atmosphere
more murky when they lock them-
selves in a debate. The solution of
the debate never comes in light. But
the numbers of sacrifices increase.
The popular leaders are diseased or
lethargic or full of false ideology or
inclined in seeing the world through
colorful specs. They never accept
each other. The good forces are
divided. For the difference of their
opinion and belief they are power-
less. This helps the evil forces to
become powerfulget united, pro-
cure arms, and to use religion for
their benefits. And their method of
achieving their target is dividedif
one wants power the other wants
revenge and blood and gets
involved in conspiracy.
Sadi Sirajer Pala is an adapta-
tion of Peter Weiss' Marat/Sade by

Apel Bashar and the chorus teamin a

Saidus Saklaen. Kamaluddin Nilu
does the design and direction of the

-

dramatic sequence from Sadi Sirajer Pala

Sirajer Palathe latest successful
theatrical venture in cooperation

Rezaul Karim was the production in-
charge while Sagir Mostafa was the
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ber of revolutions in the last century.
Symbolically the characters

Rejaul Ekram Raju, Manila and the chorus team in a scene fr:

hospital for treatment, ironically he
suffers from serious skin disease

om Sadi Sirajer Pala

also fosters this spirit in his ownbut
clearly from a different point of view.

uphold the dream of the freedom-

and lies in a bath-tubthe shadow of

There is an another section person,
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Debut photo show

Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar first
solo photography show is now being
held at the Indian High Commission
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm,
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until
October8.

Graphic prints
show

Theatre Productions-24 (Sadi

with the Goethe Institut Dhaka). stage manager. This drama was

Noted French artist Jean-Michel

staged September 28,2001 for the
first time at Sawkat Osman Memo-
rial Auditorium, Public Library,
Dhaka.

Sadi Sirajer Pala is successful as
an adaptation of Peter Weiss,
Marat/Sade. The dramatic beauty of
Marat/Sade has not been lost in
adaptation. It has successfully
captured the intricate structure and
coherent dialogues of the original
and an intelligent remix of popular
numbers and careful dramatic
projection of issues closely related
to Bangladesh-- killing, International
conspiracy and clash of opinion and
divided public visionhas made the
play relevant to our contemporary
living.

The issues are brilliantly pre-
sented with soirée of music through
the mouth of the characters who
work as foil to each other. Moreover

loving nation. And through self-
judgement and debate they unmask
themselves. Some of the characters
talk about their dream, illusion, and
disillusionment and accept their
flaws. They are driven by self-
criticism and try to look for the
reason of their failure. In their quest
of freedom progress they show an
utter disrespect to the path taken by
each other resembling themselves
to the egotistical politicians of Ban-
gladesh. If the asylum symbolize
Bangladesh then the lunatics of the
asylum represent the people. They
introduce the leaders to the audi-
ence, they echo their words and
statements, and they enthusiasti-
cally follow their direction and think
that they are not crazy. Whenever
they raise their voice they are
repressed. They listen to Professor
Rauf with bent headsbut his big

Marat, a hard liner French revolu-
tionist. Sima Israt, a nurse is
devoted to nurse him. He is vulnera-
ble to a lot of adversities. In the
asylum, does he embrace a natural
death, oris he killed?

The common patients, who
believe that they are not at all
insane, are imprisoned and they
crave for economical and political
emancipation under the leadership
of Mahtab Jilan. The anarchists,
fundamentalists and terrorists are in
a tug of warthey want to grab power,
as a result the people who have
fought for freedom and restored it
with blood are now on the verge of
frustration, the freedom is yet to
come.

Professor Rauf, who belongs
to the communist ideology, believes
in Bengali spirit in his own way. Sadi
Siraj, the author of the play (as the

who long for power and are known
as opportunist, under the shelter of
whom the fundamentalists and the
defeated power of 1971 are trying to
consolidate there ground.

Meanwhile, in this tumult inter-
continental terrorists have gathered
in the country. Sahera Akhand has
joined and is abetting the conspira-
tors, the only obstacle in the way is
Mahtab Jilan.

The confederate of the funda-
mentalist group, Sahera Akhand,
assasinates Mahtab Jilan, the
personification of Bengali spirit dies
hopelessly marking the end of Sadi
Sirajer Pala.

Atul a theatrical buff says'a
theatrical show of this kind, just two
days before the election is praise-
worthy. There is food for thought in
it. | think people will follow its severe
criticism of undamentalists and

Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic
prints opens at the French cultural
centre, Alliance Francaise, on

October 7 at6:30in the evening.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas

the essence of French revolution  words and theories are of no practi-  story goes), however is all against terrorists closely'. Infact Sadi Sirajer I:Zir”cgn\:sir;tze?f ?E;Sﬁsg?ﬁ_ ;23
may easily . be grasped by the caluse. _ Mahtab Jilan's ardent endeavors in  Pala has been widely appreciated show will continue till October 14
Bangladeshi audience because The story of the play is: popular  connection with the movement for by the audience. everyday from 11amto 8pm.
Afroza Banu and Rejaul Ekram Raju in a scene from Theatre's Sadi Sirajer Pala they have also experienced a num-  leader Mahtab Jilan is in a mental  upholding Bengali spirit, though he
i
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