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An infantile vision of the matured world

Photo exhibition by Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar explores the adult world through the curious eye of the child

Aziz AMIRUL

MATEUR photographer

Mulla Shawgatul Alam

Sagar has his solo exhi-
bition inaugurated on Septem-
ber 29 at the gallery of Indian
High Commission Cultural
Center in Dhanmondi where a
total of 26 colour photographs
gotplace.

Though the reclusive photog-
rapher seems to least interested
to mention any particular theme
of his exhibition, but the subject

and angle of Sagar is fairly clear
to the viewer. The photographer
wants to observe the matters of
our daily life through the eyes of
asmall child!

Sagar's subjects are of var-
ied entity and with intense
appearance. His shot may
comprise common and simple
subject like a few buckets but in
the photograph those very
buckets, shown from a close
and low angle (that of a child's
eye-level) are given a touch of

artistry with a splash of red, blue
and green paint, a key factor of
attraction for a toddler!

When he chooses a human
for subject, the only portion his
lens could capture are the two
legs wearing a pair of old and
ragged pajama. The harsh and
struggling world of an adult,
worsened by the curse of pov-
erty, forces him to wear a
shabby clothing but the inno-
cent eyes of a child best see it.
The same pair of legs would be
a symbol of poverty to the adult,
whilst the same would create a
sense of high curiosity in the
mind of a child without any
explanation. Here lies a
matured quality of the photogra-
pher able to make a rift among
the feelings of the members of
two separate age groups.

Another of his objectivity lies
in the fact of capturing light,
colour or tone of the images
those were once the main focal
point of every human, during
ones' childhood days ! In fact,
his depiction of such unusual
photographs is a plain means of
renewing and reminiscing the
vanished past of infancy.

The effect of the sunlight
seems to dominate round the
subjects. Sagar, with an opti-
mistic personality, likes to unfold
his thoughts and ideas amidst
hope and aspiration, whatever
be the future result. The bright-
ness of the sun, therefore, is a
must to give his subject a sump-
tuous and longing look, as he
thinks.

Some of the other photos
transport us to a completely new
world, not seen by a child but
through the intelligent and
assessing brain of an adult. An
ordinary chair lying in semi-
darkness receives a distinct
spotlight from overhead that
symbolises a vital issue of the
present-day political arena of
Bangladesh. As interpreted by
Shawgatul Alam Sagar, this
chairisin fact, the central attrac-

tion of most quarters in our
society. The brightly focused
chair in the photograph depicts
the lucrative throne of authority
surrounded by a dark zone, that
is, our entire society submerged
in the murky showground of
misdeed and exploitation.

One of the main features of
the photographs is the depiction
of subject from an extremely
close distance. According to
Sagar, the 'zoom' version is a
necessity for him only to give the
picture a natural touch as if the

subject is being seen from a
close proximity through a child's
eye.

To say in brief, the greatest
quality possessed by this pho-
tographer is his universal love
for children that is once again
revealed in one of his most
impressive works. The piece of
print showing the face of a
sleeping child is in fact a pencil
sketch that has been snapped
up by the camera of Sagar ! It
can be termed a 'photo within a

photo' that shows a superb
artistic attitude besides ones'
intense passion and infatuation
towards childrens. "l took this
photo only because the corners
started getting damaged and
was fast gripping the head of the
subject which would soon
destroy the rest", stated the
photographer.

Shawgatul Alam switched
over to photography from paint-

ing some six years back. After
graduating from the Institute of

Fine Arts he started working
with the brush. But gradually
Sagar realised that it is not
painting, rather photography
that could give him maximum
pleasure and satisfaction. He
believes that photography is the
only medium that can give
instant fruit of one's efforts,
besides having a much wider
choice of subjects than in any
other mode of artistic work.

Open for all, the exhibition
runs from 3 pm till 8 pm up to
October 8, 2001.

Debut photo show

Mulla Shawgatul Alam Sagar first
solo photography show is now being
held at the Indian High Commission
auditorium at 754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi. Open from 3 to 8 pm,
Mulla's solo exhibition runs until
October8.

Graphic prints
show

Noted French artist Jean-Michel
Alberola's solo exhibition of graphic

prints opens at the French cultural
centre, Alliance Francaise, on

October 7 at6:30in the evening.

Six Seasons
Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibition on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their canvas
the rich variety of our seasons and
their ambience. The month-long
show will continue till October 14
everyday from 11 amto 8pm.
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