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New projects to balance China's resources

- Regional autonomy boosts development of
- China's ethnic minorities SR S T BT
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XIONG LEI

HE aggregate population of
ethnic minorities has never

legislature of China, and members
in the National Committee of the
Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC).

women of ethni# minorities has
improved. According 10 a survey
conduced by Ethnic Unity, amonthly
publication focusing on develop-

increase in the region's gross domes-
tic products (GDP), per capita dis-
posable income for urban residents,
and net income of average farmers

law on using Tibetan language in
various certificates and invoices.

In the 20 years, the Regional
People's Congress of Inner Mongolia

Development (2001-2005) pub-
lished earlier this year proposes
launching the project as early as

possible, and the construction of

paign to develop the less developed
western regions,

During the next five years, the
country's Tenth Five-Year Plan

Construction of the two energy
projects is expected 1o spur the
development of China's equipment
manufacturing industry, power

accounted for more than 9  The ethnic groups, who account for  ment issues facing ethnic minori-  and herdsmen, and the growth rate  has formulated 243 decrees in line | Qinghai-Tibet Railway was already eriod, electricity will be transmit- :
| per cent of China's total, currently 8.98 per cent of China's population,  ties, 43 of China's 55 ethnic minori- of the region's revenue have all  withlocal conditions concerning the inauguratedonJuly 1, Fed froti (e wgt T gg:{egaﬁgzzﬁitzﬁlam:::n;g;
approaching 1.3 billion. Yet their hﬂ‘f’:’ 4f28hNPci ;‘jﬂpllﬂf»‘fa or lt‘i‘ 375& ;:]'E:m“a‘ﬂ:ts*“ﬂ“ women working as ;‘;3&2;’;‘3&;‘00‘1 above the dﬂ\"f—‘lﬂipénent of fmarket economy, | South-to-north-water The northem route is 10 ransmit  fevel Observers pm?lrc, that the
t and erity have centofthe total NPC deputies, IVETage. consolidation of agriculture an i ‘
;'f::';p é‘;ﬁ: h?gh {?,T :shl:; agndﬂ of have 257 CPPCC members, or 11.7 The aggressiveness required of a Statistics show that the GDPofall  husbandry as the mf,,daﬂon of ﬂ,g diversion Tuﬁgfrggwmer]:m?ﬂ];"gi;mg; g:gg energy consumed by the people of
the leaders of the People’s Republic. er cent of the total CPPCC mem- professional journalist is a sharp regions mostly inhabited by ethnic  regional economy, and promotionof | project egl the central and eastern regions will
has 2.7 million contrast to the stereotype of China's  minorities across the country - Province, which abound in coal, 0 phe hased on natural gas, a much
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One of the first things Chinese
leaders did after New China was
founded in 1949 was to conduct
large-scale studies to identify the
country's ethnic groups and name
them properly, based on scientific
research and each group'sindividual
preference, The work spanned four
decades before 55 ethnic minorities
were finally identified from hun-
dreds ofgroupsand tribes.

“This identification work was (o
pave the way for the implementation
of the system of ethnic autonomy in
areas inhabited by minorities, and
realise equalir)' among all ethnic
groups,” says Prof Chen Liankai of
the Central Ethnicity University who
was involved in the studies 50 years

ers. The country
officials of ethnic minority back-
ground.

In places where a minority has a
pop ulalinn amounting to one-third
of the total in the locality, ethnic
autonomy legally can be established
in name. To date, China has five
provincial-level autonomous
regions, 30 autonomous prefec-
tures, 120 autonomous counties or
banners, and more than 1,200 town-
ships of various ethnic groups.
Among China's 55 ethnic minority
groups, 45 have set up autonomous
areas of their own. The population of
ethnic minority groups in different
autonomous areas makes up 75 per
cent of the country's whole minority
population.

ethnic minority women -- reserved
and domestic, says Temur, editor-in-
chief of the magazine, who is a
Uyghur himself. In the five ethnic
autonomous regions, women
reporters are mostly from local
ethnic groups. Only some smaller
groups living in more remote areas
donothave women reporiers.,

In old China, the economic and
social development of the areas
inhabited by ethnic minorities was
unbalanced; some areas featured a
society that operated under the serf
system, some under the slave sys-
tem, and some even in primitive
society.

After the founding of the People's
Republic, the Chinese government

increased to 708.7 billion yuan
(about US $85 billion) in 1997 from
1978's 32.4 billion yuan (about US
$3.9 billion), a 21-fold increase and
an annual growth rate of 10.9 per
cent, which was 1.1 percentage
points higher than the national
average. In the 40 years since the
Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region
was established, its GDPwentup 32-
fold, financial revenue up 50-fold,
and per capitaincome of both urban
and rural residents up 30-fold.

The central government has
attached great importance to the
ethnic minorities' rights to educa-
tion and culture. The Central
Ethnicity University (formally the
Central Ethnicity Institute) was

sustainable development,

The regions of ethnic minorities
also formulate their own regulations
concerning family planning which
are different from those for Han
Chinese. As a result, ethnic minori-
ties have witnessed a faster growth
in their population than Han people,
and their aggregate proportion in
China's total population has
increased from around 5 per cent in
the early 1950s to 9 per cent.

At the fourth session of the Ninth
National People's Congress last
March, arevised Law on the Regional
Ethnic Autonomy was adopted, with
articles increased from 67 to 74. The
revised law specifies thdl the
regional ethnic autonomy is "a basic
political system of the State,” and it

According to the 10 Five-Year Plan,
water will be diverted from the south
via three channels in the eastern,
central and western regions, respec-
tively.

The western route draws water
from Tongtianhe, Yalongjiang and
Daduhe, tributaries of the Yangize
River in southwest China, to the
upper reaches of the Yellow River to
solve water shortage in the north-
western regions. The central route is
to fetch water from the Danjiangkou
Reservoir on the border berween
Hubei and Henan provinces to
Beijing and Tianjin. The eastern
route draws water at Yangzhou on
the lower reaches of the Yangtze,

the North China Power Grid, In due
time, 2.7 million kilowatts of power
will be sent to the Beijing-Tianjin-
Tanggu area. The central route is to
send hydroelectricity from Sichuan
and other central China provinces 1o
the Central China Power Grid and
East China Grid. The southernroute
1s to send hydropower from Yunnan,
Guizhou and Guazngxi provinces in
the southwest to the South China
Power Grid. In five years time,
Guangdong Province alone will get
10 million more kilowatts of electric-
ity.

(ﬁmstrucﬂen of Longtan Power
Staflon, China's second largest
hydraulic power station after the

cleaner energy source. Upon com-
pletion of the two projects, the
western region will become a pow-
erful power base of China while the
eastern region will be a manufactur-
ing base with faster operations.

Railway on "Roof of the

World”

The railway 10 be built within the
next six years between Lhasa, capital
of Tibet, and Colmud in Qinghai
Province will end the history that
Tibet is the only region in China that
IS not connected with other parts of
the country with a railway. The
1.118km railway, long awaited by

‘ ago. To ensure that the minorities fully adopted different measures to established in 1951, when the flowing through a section of th 4 ie as i 5 Tibetan people, v expected (o pro-
: Before 1943, the central govern- govern the affairs of the autonomous  institute democratic reform step-  country was still engaged in the emphasizeg (he State support and ancierﬁ Gran%lh Canal and lakeg rh";je i 1 20 B ilneugu mOIE (e econdImicamEupIETREE
t ments from various periods in China R T L : : g assistance to localities where ethnic ' rated on July, 1, 2001, coinciding hetStke ich i _
: . i areas and local ethnic groups, the up-step in the minority areas in  Korean War (1950-53). Since then, ! northward to reach Hebei and ith the B0 iverss f th Tibet itself, which is less developed
} each had their own policies and 0" Regional Ethnic Autonomy accordance with the will of the almost all areas with large concen- flj I]';um}:u;exercmed Tianjin g G anniversary 0l e hap most other partsof the country, £
i SYSURIIES ALK place for overseeing stipulates that the chairman orvice-  majority of the people in these areas.  trations of minority communities € ethnic autonomy also U D}mﬂm leti h P Chmese (:ommunlst I’a:rr)r. yA A because of its unigue terrain and
1 ethnic affairs. But none of them, 4 5iman of the standingcommittee  This reform was completed in the have set up ';Lhnor for minority emphasizes the protection of the | P pletion, the projectwill - initial designed generating capacity unaccessibili
? whether setup by the Han people or 1,0 15041 people's congress of the  late 1950s students. By 1997, the number of 're¢dom of ethnic minorities in SRR C Huaihe, the  of 4.2 million kw it is one of the ten Built in th W enter of the Qi :
? by ethnic minorities, worked 10 .. 0nomous areas should be citi- Fifty years ago, when hewasa7- ethnic teachers nationwide religious beliefs. Imam Chen Yellow River and Haihe valleys, large projects for developing the ’l"t:;-uPll'n th El'f; [ e?ﬂnghal-
| secure any measure of equality  ,..q of the ethnic group that exer-  year-oid child in a serf's family, increased (o 833,200 from433,000in  Cuangyuan, president of the China | forminganetworkoffourhorizontal  western regions. The project will [-: A e oL Pk
among Ellfmlf groups, ‘}ht‘ﬂ SIYS.  cises regional autonomy. Governors  Legqog, a native of Gyangze in  1978; the number of ethnic students Islam!c Association and" the (;hina and three vertical waterways that  break three records in the world's : rnug.h e e harsl_'t patural
The founding of New Chinamarked ¢ 4y syronomous regions and  western Tibet, never expected to enrolled in schools at different levels Islamic Institute, says, "Now is the | allows a rational allocation of the hydropower station construction: a POUIIIA lpr Sti ONCLSs AT
anewera inwhichallethnic groups  peads df an autonomous prefecture become chairman of Tibet increased from 10,248 million to et time in China’s history for all | country's water resources nation-  dam of 192 meters high (ultimately of ‘oxygen. Of the total Tength'of
in the country could enjoy equahty. and autonomous county are also Autonomous Region. "Serfs’ chil- morethan29 million. religions.” wide. The project is designed to  216.5 meters high), an underground 1,118km, 365km stands at an alti-
unity and mutual assistance.  gjizens of the ethnic group that  drenwere born tobe serfsat the time Meanwhile, the ethnic minori- Islam has more followers than | djvert 38-48 billion cubic meters of  hal) 0f388.5mx28.5mx73.6m,and 'Wde of more than 4,000 meters
1 "Equality and unity among ethnic exercises regional autonomy. inTibet," hesays. ties are legally guaranteed their @MY m.l?er religion o L dy ethnic | river water a year, which equal the 3 boat hﬂ:iﬁling rl';achine .Df l 700 above sea level, including a continu-
{ groups as the basic principle and The system of regional ethnic At that time, Tibet was still under  freedom to use and develop their BfPUpsin Chine. In China, there are annual flow of the Yellow River, the meterﬁlnnh Together with th f ous section of 550 km of frozen soil
-'! policy for resolving ethnic P”’b autonomy was adopted by the feudal serfdom. But the peaceful spoken and writien languages, and  '®D Muellm minorities whose 'Pla] second longest in China f{ js ) l;d oy dehour and a section of 138km through
| lems has been clearly defined inthe  Communist Party of China before liberation of Tibet in 1951 and the  to preserve or reform their customs. population stands at 20 million. expected to quench the thirst in the B unpopulated zones. Construction of
Constitution and relevant laws,”  (he People's Republic was founded  ensuing democratic reform in 1959  Statistics show that bilingual educa-  Ibey are mostly in Xinjiang, Ningxia, north and break the bottl K PN AT O O Cet S LA the railway is considered the most
1 Chensays _ : under its leadership. The very first changed the fate of Legqog and tioninChinescandrespectiveethnic  Gansu, and Qinghai and are also hamveri 5 0:] o amlecErTEnty on Hovsinl challen 'ny and demand ful
r Ngapoi Nagwang Jigme, vice- aygonomous region, Inner millions of Tibetans like him. "We  minority languages is practiced in  Scattered throughout China's vast pering economic and social 8, 2000 in Guizhou, Guangxi, BNg s gzl
| chairman of the National Committee  Mongolia, was founded by CPC in * became masters of our own destiny  maore than 10,000 schools atall levels ~ Interior areas. development in China so as to  Guangdong, Yunnan and Sichuan, Protection of the natural environ-
| of the Chinese People’'s Political 1947, two years before the People's  for the first time in history,” says the  acrossthe country. In Ningxia, home to 1.78 million | Promote a sustainable social and s formal inauguration marks the Ment. Besides, the rugged terrain
| Consultative Conference, signed the  Republic was born. “Its founding 57-year-old official. "We gained the One important element of ethnic ~ Hui Muslims, more than 100 | economic development and benefit  fact that the pace of the project of ¢@lls for building of more bridges
| agreement on the peaceful libera- marks the start of the system of right to vote and stand for election.  autonomy is embodicd in legisla-  Muslims on average have made the | future generations, accordingto the  transmitting power from west (o and ftunnels, which account for
tion of Tibet on May 23, 1951 as the  regional ethnic autonomy that And we got directly involved in the  tion. "The legislation law stipulates  Pilgnmage to Mecca every year for | Ministry ofWater Resources. cast hasbeen accelerated. seven percent of the total length
chief delegate of the local govern-  complieswith China'srealityandthe  administration of our hometown by that ethnic minority autonomous  the past two decades, says Yang With the relocation of water In gas supply, a pipeline of 4,200 The longest tunnel at Yangbajing
ment of Tibet with the central gov-  fundamental interest of various means of the regional autonomy by  regions have the right 1o formulate 5’hl'l1HF_Ui: an official of '_h';‘ regional | resources, not only some 20 large  kilometers long will be Jaid between  Willreach 1,720 meters.
| ernment. He SaYs, “The EfSlﬂthh* elhpic groups,” says U}'}mquimg, elhqicn‘linnrilies." autnnnmy-reluled regulnli.nns and fi“[}""'l-\-‘ﬂf’” ol i"h'"}' Il"illfﬁ- Belore | and medium-sized cities like Xinjiang in the west to Shanghai in The designed carrying capacity of
| ment andp_ngmngﬁne-lumngqf!he chairperson of the people’s govern- The central government has  separate rv;,mlauuns ol Ihr[r own to 1974, fml}: seven Haol Muslims from Beijing, Tianjin and Shijiazhuang  the east with a total investment of the railway in the short term will be
5 basic political system of regional ment of the Inner Mongolia promoted economic development ensure social and economic devel-  Ningxia had travelled to Mecca for will be relieved of the constraints of 1463 billi b US$17.7 eight pairs of passenger trains dail
| ethnic autonomy have become the  Autonomous Region. and social progress, and improved  opment and effectively protect the  the hajj. In Xinjiang, where thereare | oy or shortage, new economic  billic L ACIL YA AR O i oy tE d E ¢ b y
| cornerstones of Tibet's develop- At 59, Uyungimg is the first theliving standard of local peoplein  legitimate rights and interesits of 9 million Muslims, accounting for .mmh' ninlstrii] rise up al th '111011}. Itml!_lMSpnn nchnetural En fg = ha el R
| ment and prosperity.” This means woman heading an autonomous areas inhabited by ethnic minorities  ethnic  minority people,” says almost half of China's total Muslim ﬁ.- pl U‘E]] ong the gas [rom Xinjiang to Shanghai AGE: HoviK milliontons. _
f Tibetans have enjoyed regional regional governmentinChina,andis by offering preferential policies as Legqog. Accordingly, the Regional population and 23,000 mosques, €w walerways, especially in the other cities in east China. According Construction of the railway was
autonomy in legislation, language, also the only woman among the well as support in funds, technolo- People's Congress of Tibet has two-thirdsofthe totalnumberimthe | WeS'€rm regionsinashort time. tolatestsurveys, thewesternregions ~ officially inaugurated on June 29,
1 management and exploitation of chief executives of all the provincial, giesand skilled professionals. adopted decrees stipulating that country, more than 30,000 Muslims have reserves of 22.4 trillion cubic  200]. The grand ceremonies were
both local human and natural municipal and autonomous "Over the past 54 years,” says courts and procuratorates in Tibet have gone on a pilgrimage to Mecca | West-to-east gas pipeline meters of natural gas, capable of attended by Premier Zhu Rongji in ‘
| resources, hesays. regional-level governments in the Uyunqimg, "people of Inner must guarantee the rights of all in Saudi Arabia in recent years. d electri providing a steady supply in 30 Golmud and Vice-Premier Wu
I All of China's 55 ethnic groups country. Mongolia have enjoyed social stabil-  citizens in Tibet to file lawsuits in  According to Chen Guangyuan, an ?ec C power trans- years. Some 100 billion yuan willbe  Bangguo in Lhasa. All the spending
= now h;_we deputies to the National U}unqil?g is just one of man}; :1} and constant il_npnwement of their own ethnic languages. The more than 5,000 Chinese pilgrims [ MIssion invested in the first phase project will be borne by the central govern-
- E . - - e " e - ¥ = - o - 1 . . - 3 e - - " .
| People SCengrEbs{NPC}.lhe highest  examples of how the social status pf; 4 living standards. Since 996, the, 1t Unn,ll__._]; gislature has also passeda  visit there everyyear. it ;f‘&"‘é”_‘h.[“’_'l'i"' Bas ?nd electr;‘mg' ,E_al;gn_g.\;@swu‘gn‘fegdwlﬁ ment. Svidiue G.
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