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ENtoseek revenge on

‘women are some-

times using acid in
the country as a weapon. This
tendency grows among men
after they are refused. In Bangla-
desh almost every other day we
see reports on acid victims.
Many beautiful faces are disfig-
ured with this dangerous chem-
ical. For quite some time now a
social awareness for the acid
survivors has come in place.
Many organisations are working
for the acid victims and trying to
figure out a way to stop this
menace.

) As part of the British Coun-

cil's ongoing programmes (o
support the acid survivors and
combat violence against
women, a film titled Ayana
(Mirror) was screened at the
British Council auditorium on
September 26.

'Ayana’ (Mirror) is an attemp¥
to visualise the acid violence of

o N __
S M Ashraf Abir, the young director of the film 'Ayana’ during a shooting session

Bangladesh. It is a 25-minute
colour betacam documentary.
Produced by ARi Chobi Nirman
Prothistan and directed by S M
Ashraf Abir, the premiere of the
film was held on August 16 this
year at the German Cultural
Centre (Goethe Institut).

Young director Abir works as
a freelance journalist and a
regular staff reporter with the
online magazine Meghbarta
(www.meghbarta.net). From his
childhood days, he aspired to
become a filmmaker. It was only
natural for him to partake as
many film workshops and
courses as he could avail himself
of. Itwasin 1999 when he, for the
first time, stepped into the world
of film making, doing an experi-
mental research documentary
on the tea labourers of Sylhet.
While editing the film, the 1dea
of making a documentary on
acid vicims raced across his
mind. Abir realised the magni-
tude of cruelty involving the
crime of acid pouring when his

Reflection of the p

- 'Ayana’ screened at British Council auditorium
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friend provided him newspaper
clips containing reports on acid
victims.

The film starts with a blank

Noface left tofa;ce the world: A snap of Dolly from 'Ayana’

background. A little village girl is
talking about what she wants to
become when she grows up. And
then a city schoolgirl is talking
about her ambitions. Then

someone burnt by acid is to
pour as much water as possible
on the wound. He also speaks
about the treatment of acid
victims in the rural areas of

woman he loved. They are now
happily married for the past six
years. They now have two beau-
tiful children to take care.

Assistant direction for the
film was given by Tanvir Zahid
Nayan, Camera by Jewel, Still
Photography by G M B Akash
(Drik) and Music by Buno.

The film-show was followed
by a panel discussion on 'Future
Strategies for Raising Awareness
Against Acid Attacks'. Matiur
Rahman, Editor of the Prothom
Alo, Dr S L Sen, Chief Plastic
Surgeon, Dr John Morrison,
Executive Director, Acid Survi-
vors Association and Film

Makers Morshedul Islam and
Kowser Chowdhury spoke on
the occasion and discussed
about future steps that should
be undertaken to stop this curse,

[n our country we do not have
adequate facilities for the treat-
ment of the acid burnt victims.
The convicted criminals are also
getting away, as a result the
numbers of acid attacks are
increasing day by day. ‘Ayana’
(Mirror) - the first ever 25-

minute documentary on acid
victims is an outstanding effort
to raise social awareness for acid
victims and for stopping this
menace,

screen with a baby crying in the
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suddenly some liquid substance
is spilled on the screen: Like a
dream just swept away. The
faded screen returns with Dolly,
anacid burnt patient lying in the
DMCH (Dhaka Medical College
Hospital) Burn Unit. She shares
the most painful experience of
herlife.

Three acid victims are indi-
vidually interviewed in the
documentary. The second vic-
tim, Lucky, is from Myme-
nsingh, who has received some
treatment. She talks about the
pain and suffering she had to
undergo during her treatment.
She was unable to eat and walk.
As skin from different parts of
her body was taken for her treat-
ment, she was even unable to
move.

Dr. S L Sen, Chief Plastic Sur-
geon speaks about the treat-
ment of the acid victims. He said
that the primary treatment for

Bangladesh as only Dhaka Medi-
cal College has a 9-bed Burn
Unit in the whole country. A 50-
bed burn unit is going to be
introauced within a short time;
this is also highlighted in the
film. Dr. Firoz Ahmed, Mental
Department (DMC) talks about
the different reasons for acid
violence such as romance and
marriage refusal.

There is also an interview of
Nurun Nahar, a rehabilitated
acid victim who now works for
the Engio Coopi Bangladesh
and is working for the acid vic-
tims. And Advocate Habib-
unnesa of Bangladesh Supreme
Court talks about the law stated
foracid violence.

After this the film focuses on
the family of Aminul and
Shanta. Shanta's beautiful face
was burned with acid because
she refused to marry her cousin.
But Aminul did not abandon the
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Lucky, another acid victim portrayed in the film

e T
RECOMMENDATIONS

Photo-Exhibition :
Germany 1945-1995.

Goethe Institute Dhaka holds a
photo exhibition ttled 'Germany
1945-19195" (Deustschland seit
1945), featunng ffty years of
German history at House # 10,
Road # 9, Dhanmondi R/A .The
show runs from 2 to 8 p.m every
day, (except Fndays & Saturdays)
till September 30,

Solo exhibition

A solo painting exhibition by Al
Akbaris being held at the Gallery 21
(765 Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka). The exhibition will remain
open o all everyday from 10:002.m
t0 8:00 p.m_till September 30.

Sculpture show

The 3rd solo sculpture show by
Maynul Islam Paul is being held at
the La Galene I' Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka. The exhibition will
remain open to all everyday from
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. til September
30.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House®#15, Road# 27 old)
presents an exhibition on the theme
six seasons. Leading artists of the
country have caplured in their
canvas the nch vanety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show will continue Gl
Ociober 14 everyday from 11 am to
8om.
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