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Afghan groups meet

INTERNATIONAL

Terrors to be hunted
down: Bush

exiled king in Rome

AFP, Rome

Afghanistan's former King met
members of the Afghan opposition
Saturday to discuss the formation
of a post-Taliban government in
the country should proposed
United States military strikes go
ahead.

Those meeting in Rome in-
cluded members of the Northern
Alliance, fighting a civil war
against the ruling Taliban militia,
and other exiled Alghan com-
manders from areas under Taliban
control.

Meetings have been taking
place in a Rome hotel since early
Saturday between various opposi-
tion factions under the auspices of
a special adviser to the king, Mo-
stapha Zaher.

A delegation of the Northern
Alliance led by Yunis Qanuni, ad-
visor to the assassinated com-
mander Ahmed Shah Massoud;
ousted president Burhanuddin

Rabbani's representative to Rome,
ambassador Hamidullah Nasser
Zia; and other groups have been
holding discussions at the hotel
before a meeting with the King,
scheduled for later Saturday.

Rabbani was ousted when the
Taliban overran Kabul in 1996.

Qanuni told reporters on the
sidelines of a meeting with other
opposition leaders that the biggest
problem facing them was the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, a key ally of
the United States, in their cam-
paign to bring to justice Osama
bin Laden, the prime suspect in
the September 11 terror attacks in
the United States,

"They (Pakistan) have brought
the terrorists, and now they just
want to change their image so that
they can continue to wield influ-
ence in Afghanistan,” said Qanuni.

"We think the Taliban's ideol-
ogy cannot change. There are
some good people within the Tali-

ban but the Taliban as a whole
cannot change.

“I'hey are tools for the long
term strategy of Pakistan.”

Another group of Afghan
commanders met the king early
Saturday.

"We are all commanders from
different parts of Alghanistan, We
support the holding of a Loya Jirga
(a meeting of traditional chiefs)
and we all support the king,” one
commander, Abdul Khalig, told
AFP.

"We have just started to talk to
different groups. All the groups
want to talk to each other and to
bring peace to Afghanistan, and
kick out the Taliban,” Khalig
added, indicating he saw no role
for a reconstituted Taliban in a
new administration.

Khaliq is exiled in the United
States and said he longs to go back
to a free Afghanistan,

Lopez keeps
her lip tight

AFP, Los Angeles

AFP, Washington

President George W. Bush vowed
Saturday that terrorists would be
hunted down wherever they “hide,
or run, or plan" and assured
Americans that the battle will be
won so that the "cause of freedom
will prevail.”

"Our war on terror will be
much broader than the battefields
and beachheads of the past,” the
president said in his weekly radio
address. "This war will be fought
wherever terrorists hide, or run, or
plan.”

He stressed that some victories
"will be won outside of public
view, in tragedies avoided and
threats eliminated,” including
covert military operations.

“Our weapons are military and
diplomatic, financial and legal,”

he added. "We did not seek this
conflict, but we will win it. Amer-
ica will act deliberately and deci-
sively, and the cause of freedom
will prevail.”

Bush also outlined the steps he

had taken during the week in the
fight against terrorism, including
freezing assets of 27 organizations,
individuals, foreign businesses
and charities that allegedly sup-
port terrorism and increased se-
curity at alrports.
The United States has said Saudi-
born millionaire Osama bin Laden
is the "prime suspect” as the
mastermind behind the Septem-
ber 11 attacks that left more than
6,000 dead or missing. He is be-
lieved to be hiding in Afghanistan,
as a "guest” of the ruling Taliban
militia.

PHOTO AFP

Sacks of US wheat from the UN World Food Program are being loaded
into trucks at the WFP warehouses in Peshawar on Saturday that will
be sent to Afghanistan. Some 200 tonnes of wheat and 22 trucks of
food and medicines will be delivered to Badakhshan and Kabul as Af-
ghans face severe food shortages due to conflict between the Taliban

and the US.

Superstar actress and singer Jen-
nifer Lopez's spokesman declined
Friday to comment on news re-
ports that she was getting ready to
wed dancer Cris Judd.

"I do not comment on Jenni-
fer's personal life,” spokesman
Alan Nierob said.

KILA-TV reported that the
couple is hosting a joint "Jack and
Jill" bachelor party before the

wedding, featuring both male and
female entertainment.

Lopez, a Billboard chart-
topping New York-born singer and
actress of Puerto Rican heritage,
earlier this year denied published
rumours she was pregnant.

Lopez, who goes by the moni-
ker "J. Lo™ split up with the artist
formerly known as Puff Daddy on
Valentine's Day, just before his
trial last March on firearm and
bribery charges following a shoot-
out at a trendy New York club.
Combs was acquitted in that case.

Lopez was married in 1997 to
Ojani Noa, a Cuban waiter, a un-
ion that lasted only a year.

‘Israel profiting from
US terror attacks’

AFP, Belrut

The leader of Lebanon’s Shiite
Muslim radical Hezbollah group,
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, has
charged that Israel is taking ad-
vantage of the September 11 at-
tacks in the United States to crack
down on the Palestinian intifada,
or uprising.

“Israel is profiting from these
attacks to repress the intifada,”
Nasrallah told thousands of sup-
porters in a ceremony at a Beirut
suburb late Friday to mark the first
anniversary of the fighting in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“This commemoration is tak-
ing place in a context which has
shaken the world and unfortu-
nately eclipsed the importance of
the intifada,” he said, according to
witnesses who spoke with AFP.

However, he called on Arab
and Muslim countries to not sup-
port the anti-terrorism coalition
that the United States is building
to retaliate for the September 11
attacks on New York and Wash-

ington, opposes the peace process with
"America, which wants to fight Israel and continues to encourage
terrorism, supports Israel, the the Palestinians to pursue their

biggest terrorist country in the
warld,” he said.

—

"Arabs and Muslims in the
world must not help the United
States in its aggression against the
Alfghan people or against Mus-
lims,” he added.

The United States has threat-
ened to launch military strikes
against Afghanistan’'s ruling Tali-
ban regime for harbouring the
main suspect in the attacks, Saudi-
born militant Osama bin Laden.

Earlier in the day, some 3,000
women affiliated with Hezbollah
threw stones Friday on northern
Israel to mark the anniversary of
the Palestinian uprising.

The women, wearing the Ira-
nian-stvle black chador robe,
gathered stones for hall an hour

betore hurling them at an Israeli
arimy post on the Fatima Gate
border point between Lebanon
and Israel, an AFP correspondent
said.

Hezbollah, which is on the US
blacklist of terrorist organizations,

intifada which started on Septem-

PHOTO: AFP
Egyptian fishermen watch British submarine Triumph cruises through the Suez Canal on Saturday at Ismailiya

northeast of Cairo. British warships cruised in the canal heading for military maneuvers in the Gulf region as the
US prepares to retaliate for the September 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

war games

AFP, Ismailia

UK warships sail thru'
Suez canal to join

British nuclear submarine HMS
Triumph and frigate HMS Mon-
mouth passed through the Suez
Canal Saturday to join a task force
of ships assembling for war games
in the Gulf, the British embassy
said, '

The ships were heading for ex-
ercises off Oman that were an-
nounced in July, but British news-
papers have reported they are on
standby for possible US-led action
in response to the September 11
attacks on New York and Wash-
Ington.

HMS Triumph and other ships
which have crossed the canal were
not previously scheduled to take
part in the exercises, according to
a list of vessels published by the
British Ministry of Defence (MoD)
[nternet site.

Oman is close to where US air-
craft carrier battle groups are al-
ready gathering for anticipated
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attacks on Afghanistan.

in its campaign to root out inter-

L

According to the MoD
Wedbsite, 24 British navy ships
and two submarines were listed
among the flotilla taking part, but
according to Suez canal officials, a
total of 28 British navy wvessels
including three submarines have
crossed from the Mediterranean to
the Red Sea in the past 10 days.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair has vowed to support the
United States "without hesitation”

national terrorism in the wake of

the most devastating terrorist
attacks on US soil
The United States suspects

Saudi-born extremist Osama bin
Laden, believed to be hiding out
somewhere in Afghanistan, of
being behind the attacks.

The war games with Oman in-
volve the largest mobilisation of
ships in foreign seas since the 1982
Falklands War,

Celine Dion
in centre of
spotlight

AFP, Montreal

Canadian pop diva Celine Dion
appeared on stage for the first
time in nearly two years Friday at a
benefit concert for families of the
victims of the US terror attacks.

French-Canadian Dion led
other Quebec-bom singing stars in
the tribute in Montreal, the first
time she has appeared before an
audience since she temporarily
gave up show business in Decem-
ber 1999.

Dion, who gave birth to her
first child eight months ago, was
applauded by the 12,000-strong
audience at the Forum de Mont-
real ice hockey stadium as she
belted out her single song,
"L’Amour existe encore,” or "Love
still exists.”

The enthralled audience waved
small white flags and the US stars
and stripes flag,

A week earlier Dion had sung
"God Bless America” during the
telethon organized by the major
US television networks, but there
was no live audience and even the
venue of the broadcast was kept
secrel.
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