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Polls will be peaceful though
atmosphere not better

than that of '96:

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Advisor of the caretaker govern-
ment Barrister Ishtiag Ahmed has
expressed the hope that Monday's
national election would be free, fair
and peaceful though the polls
atmosphere is not better than that
during the previous one.

"The prevailing situation is not
better than that during the earlier
parliamentary election as the num-
ber of criminals and illegal arms are
much more now than at that time,"
he said addressing a press confer-
ence atthe home yesterday.

Ishtiag said the caretaker gov-
ernment is making relentless efforts
to ensure security of the people.
Law and order has improved and
criminal activities have decreased.

He mentioned that 93 people
were killed and 1,018 injured during
the tenure of caretaker government.
Of them, 70 were killed in political
violence, six in incidents of dacoity
and 17 in other incidents. Some 209
cases were also filed in connection
with the incidents.

Ishtiaq

The interim government has
taken all steps to create a congenial
atmosphere for a free, fair and
peaceful election, Ishtiaq said. "The
law and order is virtually satisfac-
tory, except political violence."

Giving a list of incidents of vio-
lence during the three-month tenure
of the 1996 caretaker government,
he said political violence increased
with the increase of political activi-
ties after the caretaker government
took over, but non-political violence
decreased during the period.

Replying to a question, he said a
total of 5,841 arms and 14,233
bullets were recovered and 1574
people were arrested during the
police drive from July 16 to
September 23. Besides, about
8,000 licensed revolvers and pistols
out of a total of 24,000 have so far
been deposited with police stations.

Inspector General of Police
(IGP), IGP (prison) and chiefs of
BDR and Ansar were also present at
the press conference.

A different Hasina
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corruption. Also, she expressed her
gratitude for the people who elected
her party in 1996 while seeking
fresh mandate.

The AL leader outwitted her bitter
BNP rival Khaleda Zia as regards
the latter's curses on boat, the AL
election symbol. "How could the
BNP leader damn boat which would
well ferry her supporters to polling
stations in many rural areas in this
rainy reason?" Hasina quipped.

The AL's rich history, successes
of her government and the election
pledges featured high in the brief
address that touched upon all major
points of the ongoing campaign.

The public gathering at the
Paltan Maidan was a massive as it
was organised the day before the
party chief whirlwind campaign
comes to an end. People in their
thousands from far and wide flocked
to the sprawling venue, a witness of
many historic events. They sang,
danced and pranced while shouting
slogans for boat.

The jubilant crowd packed the
spacious venue pushing thousands
others on to the adjacent
Bangabandhu Avenue and the
Rajuk Avenue. The rejoicing crowd
that burst into frequent slogans held
colourful replicas of boat high.
Several huge replicas of boat even
carried supporters posing boatmen.
Banners and placards apart, the
national and the party flags too did
galore.

Some unique processions also

Khaleda
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elections symbol, sheaf of paddy.

Khaleda Zia said people of
Narayanganj had been held hos-
tage at the hands of terrorists and
the top terrorist still remains
untouched. Demanding immediate
release of JCD leader Zakir Khan,
she said the identified terrorists of
the port town must be taken into
custody immediately. If voted to
power, all terrorists, including the
top one of Narayanganj will be taken
totask, she asserted.

AL had also announced an
election meeting in front of Poura
Library in support of AL candidate
SM Akram and Mayor of Dhaka City
Corporation Mohammad Hanif was
scheduled to address it. The district
administration, however, did not
allow them to hold the meeting
apprehending clashes.

Jatiya Jubo Sanghati leader of
Siddhirganj joined BNP along with a
good number of his followers.

AL supporters had put up barri-
cades on Dhaka-Narayanganj Link
Road and also at the main gate of
Adamjee Jute Mills to disrupt move-
ment of vehicular traffic carrying
people to the venue but a large
number of people ignoring the
barricade reached the meeting
venue on foot.

made it to the programme. A mock
show of guerrilla fight with a few
freedom fighters pointing their guns
atarazakar also took place.

The attractive dais for the rally
was built in the shape of a boat with
an oar attached toit. The rally began
with recitation of verses from the
holy books Quraan, Geeta, Bible
and Tripitak. Before the formal start
of the meeting, members of the
Awami Shilpee Goshthi sang elec-
tion songs.

Processionists chanting slogans
headed towards the meeting venue
from all directions much earlier than
the start scheduled at 3pm. Afestive
mood made light of the tight security
measures all around the venue.
Vendors and mobile food shops did
a brisk business. People from the
city suburbs also joined the rally. A
group of youngsters drew the atten-
tion of many for sometime by climb-
ing atop one of the tall floodlight
towers of the adjacent
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

Hasina along with her younger
sister Sheikh Rehana walked up to
the podium at 5.20pm amidst thun-
derous applause by the crowd who
gave them a standing ovation. And
the air was filled by deafening
slogans for the AL and against the
BNP-led electoral alliance.

Khoka,Khokan
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Khokan at English road at about
5.45 pm, at the fag end of Awami
League grand rally at Paltan.

Later, when the BNP procession
reached near Suritola, it came
under attack as gunmen opened fire
and exploded bombs. "At one stage
of the fighting, police came to the
scene and dispersed the unruly
mob," said a spot report.

Amid the chaos, the BNP proces-
sion splitinto two, one led by Khoka.
His procession came in front of
Jatiya Press Club while the other
damaged several vehicles near
Golap Shah Mazar when chased by
AL procession led by Sayed
Khokon.

Both groups chased each other
and locked in clashes again spread-
ing to surrounding areas, including
Kaptan Bazar and Alu Bazar.

Panic gripped the areas and
traffic came to a halt.

Angry BNP men later encircled
the Mayor Bhaban for a while and
blamed Sayed Khokon for the
"attacks".

Following the clash, Sayed
Khokon staged a protest rally at the
Paltan crossing while Khoka held a
rally in front of the Press Club.

Condemning the "attacks"
Khoka demanded immediate sack-
ing of Kotwali OC and S| Arman and
blamed Mayor Mohammad Hanif,
father of Sayed, for "patronising
terrorists misusing his chair."

On the other hand, Khokon
blamed "BNP-backed terrorists for
launching attack" on his procession.

Families of war heroes
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Mohiuddin Jahangir).

Jatiya Samonnoy Committee in
the meeting called upon the people
to reject those they termed as
supporters of Razakar, Al Badr
(collaborators ) and Taliban in the
October 1 parliamentary elections
and cast their vote for Awami
League candidates.

Addressing the meeting they
raised their voice against the
Razakars regardless of their party
affiliation..

Samonnoy Committee leaders
also bitterly criticised the caretaker
government for what they said its
failure to maintain neutrality. "The
caretaker government paved the
way for the war criminals and their
collaborators to capture power."

They also resented that the
caretaker government was freeing
from jail those terrorists who are
affiliated with political parties.

In the meeting, the Nirmul
Committee informed newsmen that
they had conducted massive cam-
paigns in 40 constituencies -- 31 of
Jamaat-e-Islami, seven of the Islami
Oikya Jote and two of Salahuddin
Qader Chowdhury and Gias Uddin
Qader Chowdhury -- urging people
to reject the Pakistani collaborators
inthe October 1 polls.

It will form a human chain today
morning in the capital as part of its
'Razakar Hotao Desh Bachao'
programme.

They will stage demonstrations
at 11 am on the day in front of the
National Press Club and Secretariat
urging people to reject the Pakistani
collaborators.

Samonnoy Committee member
secretary Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhury read out a written
statement while convenor Hasan
Imam, Muktijoddha Sangsad
Chairman Principal Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury, Moulana Abdul Awal,
Sector Commander Gen C R Dutta,
Raowshan Jahan Sathi and
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote leader
Laila Hasan were also presentin the
meet.

Moscow airport
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New York and Washington.

Earlier yesterday Moscow's
Vnukovo airport was briefly evacu-
ated after an anonymous caller said
there was a bomb in the building.
Airport officials said the police found
no explosive device.

Russian news agencies said the
Domodedovo cargo was being sent
from Vienna to Kazakhstan by a
Madrid-based company, Union
Espanola de Explosivos.

Russia's State Customs
Committee, Interior Ministry and
Federal Security Service are inves-
tigating the incident.

2700 sued in Ctg
for not depositing

legal arms
UNB, ctg

About 2,700 legal firearms holders
have been sued in the district under
Arms Act as they failed to deposit
their arms within the deadline,
September 25.

Sources said the cases were
recorded with different police sta-
tions in the district including the port
city upon an instruction from the
Home Ministry.

Arms cases were filed against
902 people in 12 thanas of the
city while 1,794 others in 14
thanas of the district. Process is
underway to file cases against many
more.

Over 200 political leaders and
workers and 300 businessmen were
among those who were sued.

Of the total 6,000 licenced
revolvers and pistols in the
district, only 1282 were deposited
after the government asked to
surrender those as a pre-poll safety
measure.

People leaving
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were in a hurry to leave for home.

The traffic in the capital was
thinner than normal days as many
transport owners were reluctant to
bring out their vehicles during the
last hour of campaign anticipating
violence.

However, no untoward incident
was reported yesterday.

The number of vehicles was also
less following their requisition by
law-enforcing agencies to use them
during the election. Many transport
owners did not bring out their vehi-
cles on the street to avoid requisi-
tion.

A holiday mood is prevailing in
the capital from yesterday as many
business and educational institu-
tions have already announced their
closure till October 3.

Alliance's rally
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man Azizul Haq as special guests.

City BNP president Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, who is contesting
the election from Dhaka-7 constitu-
ency, will preside over the meeting.

Khaleda Zia, who concluded her
month-long electioneering across
the country yesterday, will seek vote
for 'sheaf of paddy' and the alliance
candidates at today's rally.

Party sources said BNP has
instructed all the eight party candi-
dates in the city to join today's
central meeting along with party
activists and supporters of their
respective constituencies.

They said the party has also
instructed its thana committees and
front organisations in the city to
ensure maximum attendance at the
rally.

Address to nation
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Immediate-past prime minister and
AL President Sheikh Hasina will
address the nation at 8:30pm.

Country's first woman prime
minister, BNP Chairperson and
four-party alliance leader Khaleda
Zia will deliver her speech to the
nation at 9:15pm, said a party press
release.

Both party chiefs in their
speeches will seek people's man-
date in the October 1 election and
announce their respective party's
election pledges.

Earlier, a number of chiefs of
different political parties, including
Jatiya Party (E) Chairman HM
Ershad and Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer
Matiur Rahman Nizami addressed
the nation over the Radioand BTV.

C'wealth summit
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said his country was keen to host
the meeting early next year.

Speaking with reporters in
Australia before the announcement,
Howard said a cancellation would
be "incredibly regrettable," But
added: "It's not something we can
control."

Britain's Queen Elizabeth Il and
53 leaders of former British colonies
and dependencies had been
expected to attend the meeting
scheduled to take place Oct 6-9 --
including representatives from
Canada, India, Pakistan, a range of
Pacific and Caribbean Island
nations and many African nations.

The day after the terrorist attacks
in the United States, Queensland
Police Commissioner Bob Atkinson
said security for the summit would
be reviewed in light of the US
attacks, but insisted Australian
authorities would be able to protect
the leaders who attended the sum-
mit.

The meeting is not the first inter-
national summit to be affected, in
the wake of the suicide hijackings in
the United States.

The UN General Assembly
postponed the UN children's sum-
mit, which would have brought 75
presidents and prime ministers to
New York this month.

The General Assembly also
postponed its annual gathering of
world leaders last week because of
security difficulties in the wake of the
attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon.
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Awami League president and former prime minister Sheikh Hasina called on President Shahabuddin Ahmed at

Bangabhaban in the city yesterday.

US commandos search for Laden
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"Jihad will continue even if | am not
around," he said.

Pak foreign ministry spokesman
Riaz Mohammad Khan said the
clerics had their own agenda, but
stressed that intelligence chief
Ahmed was carrying no new pro-
posals from Islamabad.

In another development, Saudi
Arabia has signalled it will allow US
troops and aircraft stationed on
Saudi soil to participate in military
action against bin Laden and his
protectors in Afghanistan, The
Washington Post reported yester-
day.

The newspaper, which earlier
reported the Saudis were resisting a
US request to use a new command
centre on the Prince Sultan Air
Base, said the new Saudi assur-
ances allowed US officials to drop
plans to organise an alternate
command centre elsewhere in the
Gulf.

AP from Washington adds: The
FBI released photos Thursday of
the 19 suspected suicide hijackers
with a plea for citizens to help with
identities of some that are still in
doubt. Director Robert Mueller said
some attackers had been linked to
Osama bin Laden's network.

Separately, more arrests were
made of Middle Eastern men who
obtained bogus licensces to haul
hazardous materials. The FBI said
those men were not connected to
the hijackers, who crashed planes
into the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon.

The FBI isn't certain about the
identities of all the hijackers.

"It is our hope that the release of
these photos will prompt others who

may have seen the hijackers to
contact the FBI with any information
they may have that would be helpful
to the investigation," said Attorney
General John Ashcroft.

Terrorists involved in the Sept 11
hijackings left behind copies of a
document in Arabic giving them
step-by-step instructions for their
suicide mission and preparing
themselves spiritually for death, a
law enforcement official said yester-
day.

A copy of the document was
found in luggage left behind by
Mohamed Atta, suspected of organ-
ising the attacks and flying into one
of the World Trade Center towers,
said the official.

Another was found in the wreck-
age of a United Airlines jet that
crashed in rural Pennsylvania and a
third in another hijacker's car, the
official said.

The document contained a
mission checklist and instructions
for mental and spiritual preparation,
the official said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. The official was
unable to provide further details.

In New Delhi, after a day in
hiding, the chief of a militant Muslim
students' group that backs Laden
was arrested Thursday, following a
ban on the organisation that pro-
voked arrests across India and
violence that killed three people.

The Students Islamic Movement
of India, which the federal govern-
ment said was "working for an
international Islamic order," was
outlawed Wednesday. Ten states
demanded the ban due to the
organisation's alleged links with
Islamic guerrillas, interior ministry
officials said.

The ban provoked arson and
street battles between angry Muslim
youths and police in Lucknow, the
parliamentary constituency of Prime
Minister Vajpayee in Uttar Pradesh
state. Three youths were killed and
12 were injured when police fired at
a rampaging mob, and curfew was
imposed in parts of the city.

More than 100 activists of the
SIMI were arrested overnight but its
president, Shahid Badr, went into
hiding. He was arrested with three
others early Thursday in a swoop by
Delhi police close to the neighbour-
hood where the organisation's
headquarters are located.

Confusion
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they will face problem in making
shipments timely.

Passengers landing at Zia
International Airport and availing
flights will also face sufferings.

UNB news agency earlier
reported that movement of all kinds
of motorised vehicles has been
banned for 54 hours from zero hours
on Saturday.

The government imposed the
ban under the Motor Vehicle
Ordinance of 1983 to facilitate
holding of free and fair election, it
said.

However, vehicles of candidates
and their agents, local and foreign
polls observers and journalists
having identity cards, vehicles of
election officials, law enforcing
agencies and emergency services
like fire service, power, gas and
postal department will not come
under the restriction, UNB said.

TRRRRRNY
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Cars and other vehicles parked in front of different offices in Motijheel area occupy nearly half of the road, adding to

the traffic jamin the area.

Violence:
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injured during a clash between AL
and BNP activists in Sandwip
Thursday evening. Tafsir died on the
spot.

According to sources, the clash
erupted when a group of BNP activ-
ists on their way home after attend-
ing a BNP rally at Shantirhut came
under attack allegedly by armed AL
activists.

In another incident in
Banshkhali, Awami League activist
Md. Jasim Uddin was killed and nine
others injured in a clash between AL
and BNP yesterday.

The clash erupted when an AL
procession came under attack by
local BNP activists at around 5pm.
Both the groups exchanged fire,
leaving Jasim killed on the spot.

Protesting the attack and killing,
the local unit of Awami League call a
day long hartal in Banshkhali today.

Abul Kalam, 25, a businessman,
was shot dead when he was caught
in a cross-fire during a clash
between AL and BNP activists at
Noapara village under Rauzan
thana at about 5pm, police said.

A tense situation is prevailing
there.

Our correspondent from
Gopalganj reports: At least one
person was killed and 20 others
were injured in a clash at Azim
Bazar in Tungipara thana of the
district yesterday.

Nazrul, 30, died on the spot when
two groups of Awami League sup-
porters clashed over tearing of an
election poster.

Ofthe injured, seven were admit-
ted to Red Crescent Hospital at
Tungipara. They are Zahid Sheikh,
30, Azim Sheikh, 30, Alam Sheikh,
40, Basher Sheikh, 50, Panna
Mollah, 50, Siddique Mollah, 45,
and Aminur Rahman, 16. The other
injured, Abdus Sattar, 75, was
admitted to Gopalganj Sadar
Hospital.

The clash started following an
altercation between Aman and
Enamul. Nazrul, younger brother of
Enamul, died on the spot as he was
hit by a lethal weapon during the
clash.

Police arrested two persons from
the spot. No case was filed till writing
ofthereport.

In Pabna, a BNP supporter was
stabbed to death allegedly by
Awami League workers in
Chatmohar thana on Thursday
night.

Witnesses said a group of Awami
League workers stabbed Asad, 18,
as he protested slogans against
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia.

The AL workers brought out a
procession in Kachugari area under
Filzana union of Chatmohar thana
and chanted various slogans
against Khaleda.

BNP brought out a procession at
Chatmohar thana headquarters
yesterday protesting the killing.

According to our Khagrachhari
correspondent, two persons were
killed when unidentified miscreants

8 killed

attacked them at Baradam in
Dighinala thana of Khagrachhari
district yesterday.

The dead were identified as Briti
Chakma and Amar Bikash Chakma.

Briti Chakma died on the spot
while Bikash Chakma succumbed
to his injures at Chittagong Medial
College Hospital (CMCH).

Police and witnesses said the
two came under attack while they
were returning from a rally of United
People's Democratic Front (UPDF)
atBaradam.

The UPDF brought out a proces-
sion in Khagrachhari town protest-
ing the killing of two of its activists.

Our staff correspondent from
Khulna writes: At least 25 people
were injured, three of them seri-
ously, when an election procession
of four-party alliance came under
attack at Dhopakhola union under
Phultala thana of Khulna-5 constitu-
ency at 7 pm yesterday.

The seriously injured were
admitted to KMCH, while others to
Phultala upazila health complex.

The injured belong to both
Awami League and four-party
alliance, police said.

According to OC of Phultala
thana, the fierce clash took place
over tearing of a banner of Awami
League.

Awami League leaders blamed
Jamaat supporters for tearing
banners and posters. Jamaat
leaders denied this allegation.

At least eight vehicles were
damaged and five roadside shops
looted during the clash.

Our staff correspondent from
Barisal adds: At least 25 Awami
League activists and supporters
were injured, four of them seriously,
in a clash between Awami League
and BNP supporters in Bakal area
under Agailjhara thana of the district
atabout 11.30 am yesterday.

Witnesses said BNP activists
swooped on an election procession
of Awami League leaving 25 AL
supporters injured.

Four seriously injured AL sup-
porters were admitted to the local
health complex, sources said.

DRU to open media
cell on polling day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU) will
open a media cell at its office on the
polling day to monitor election-
related events in different parts of
the city and disseminate information
toits members.

The cell will remain open for its
member and the foreign reporters
covering the polls. All concerned
have been requested to provide
information regarding the election-
related events to the media cell over
telephone no: 9667847 or through
e-mail: dru@intechworld.net or
dru2001@bttb.net.bd.

AL will be victorious
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from 47. Bangladesh emerged as a
model for the rest of the world for its
successful  fight against poverty,
she said.

Noting that literacy rate has risen
to 65 per cent, Hasina asserted that
the country would be free from the
curse of illiteracy by 2003.

She claimed that prices of essen-
tials did not show any rise during the
tenure of her government.

"We took stern action to curb
terrorism. Though we could not
attain complete success in this field,
people could at least live in peace."

On the contrary, Hasina said,
during the 1991-'96 period, BNP
rulers rendered no service to the
people, they only resorted to corrup-
tion and terrorist activities.

Hasina claimed that while in
power, her party restored discipline
in the economy that had suffered
heavy setback under BNP rule. "We
produced 26 lakh tonnes of surplus
food as against a shortfall of 40 lakh
tonnes during the rule of BNP. |
hope the coming Aman harvest
would also be a bumperone."

Pointing out that her government
had created a congenial academic
atmosphere in seats of learning, the
former prime minister expressed
concern at the present situation on
the campuses. She balmed the
student wings of BNP and Jamaat-

e-Islami for suspension of academic
activities at  major educational
institutions in the country.

The rally was also addressed by,
among others, AL joint secretary
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu, city AL
president Mohammad Hanif, city
unit vice president Reazuddin
Ahmed and AL candidates from
different constituencies in Dhaka,
including Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, Dr HBM Igbal, Mokbul
Hossain and Habibur Rahman
Molla.

Sheikh Rehana, younger sister

of Hasina, was also present on the
dais.
Later, a 'munajat' was conducted by
DCC Ward Commissioner Kazi
Masum, seeking divine blessings
for peaceful polls and AL's victory.

Violence deaths
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killings took place in Feni, followed
by 11 in the capital and its adjacent
areas, eight in Chittagong and five in
Laxmipur.

Four persons each were killed in
Kushtia, Narayanganj and Rajshahi,
three in Jamalpur, two each in
Bogra, Khulna, Madaripur, Bhola,
Sylhet, Netrakona, Fatikchhari and
Jessore and one each in Gopalganj,
Pabna, Rangpur, Kishoreganj,
Noakhali, Chuadanga and Sariatpur.

A total of 242 political clashes
took place during the period.

Biggest ever security operation
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Rifles (BDR), Police, Ansar, VDP
and Coast Guard have already
moved out or are in the process of
moving out to different districts and
upazilas of the country.

This is for the first time members
of the armed forces have been given
the power to arrest election offend-
ers on the polling day.

According to figures available,
55,000 troops from Bangladesh
Army, 2000 from Navy, 50 plus
officers and several hundred per-
sonnel from Air Force, some 10,000
from BDR and 53,000 policemen
from their total strength of 95,000
will be on election-related duty.

Besides, coast guards will be
deployed. The largest contingent
will be drawn from Ansar and VDP.
They include some 3500 fully
trained battalion Ansars and
3,85,000 'embodied' Ansars and
VDP members who have been
given some training.

While the armed forces person-
nel and BDR will be mainly sta-
tioned at the 64 district and 463
upazila headquarters and the four
metropolitan cities, police, Ansar
and VDP personnel will be on duty
atthe 29,978 polling centres.

The home ministry is learnt to
have categorised only upazilas and
not constituencies on the basis of
their vulnerability or sensitivity. They

have been identified as most vulner-
able, highly vulnerable, generally
vulnerable and normal. However,
different security agencies are
drawing up their own lists based on
field assessments, sources said.

On the election day, each polling
centre will have a minimum of 12
Ansar or VDP personnel and one
policeman. Three or four of the
Ansars and VDP personnel will
carry arms.

It is planned that at least four
trained female VDP members
wearing uniform will be posted at
every polling centre. Deployment of
female law enforcement personnel
have been emphasised this time
considering the fact that nearly half
ofthe voters are women.

Deployment of Ansar began on
Wednesday and they will be in the
field till October 3 along with police.

Armed Forces and BDR deploy-
mentbegan on September 22.

The officers and soldiers of the
army who have moved out of their
garrisons have already set up
camps in designated areas and
started patrolling, surveillance and
reconnoitering activities in a bid to
make their presence felt and
thereby deter all types of trouble
makers.

Army has set up camps at 373
upazilas and BDR at 87 upazilas
mainly in bordering districts. Navy

has made their presence in coastal
regions.

Besides election duties, Air
Force has also deployed officers
and airmen for security at the air-
fields. They will provide transport
aircraft and helicopter services for
military deployment and election
purposes.

Some 3000 army personnel
including commandos along with
several hundred BDR men are
maintaining vigilance in the capital.

Army will have at least two pla-
toons of soldiers at each district
headquarters. Each platoon is likely
to have 35 to 45 soldiers. Besides, a
reserve company (three platoons)
will also be available for contin-
gency purposes in the districts.

At each upazila, two platoons of
army troops will be stationed.

An officer of the rank of Lt
Colonel will head the army person-
nel at district level while each pla-
toon at every place is likely to have
at least one officer, army sources
said.

Coordination and control cells
will be set up in cooperation with the
DC at district level and the TNO at
upazila level. These will have one
representative from each of the
forces.

All set for polls
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Voting will take place from 8am to
4pm without break.

A good number of foreign elec-
tion observers have already arrived
in the city to monitor the election.
They include groups from SAARC
countries, European Union (EU),
Japan, US, Britain, Nigeria and from
other countries. UNDP is assisting
them.

Over 3.5 lakh local polls observ-
ers, mostly funded by some western
donors, would be deployed on the
voting day. The EC has given them
accreditation cards, violating its own
rule.

Besides, dozens of foreign
journalists from different newspa-
pers, news agencies and electronic
media are now in Dhaka to cover the
country's crucial election.

Atotal of 1,49,288 polling booths
in 29,978 polling stations will be set
up across the country. The number
of voters is 7,50,00,656. Of them,
3,86,84,972 are male and
3,63,15,684 female.

Atotal of 1,935 candidates are in
the election race. Of them, 484 are
independent candidates and 37 are
female.

Out of the 52 political parties

contesting the election, only Awami
League has fielded candidates in all
the 300 constituencies. The BNP-
led four party alliance has also
fielded candidates for the 300 seats.
BNP has candidates in 259 constitu-
encies, Jamaat-e-Islami in 31,
Jatiya Party (Naziur) in 11 and
Islami Oikya Jote in seven.

The Islami Jatiya Oikya Front led
by JP (Ershad) has fielded candi-
datesin 281 constituencies.

The JP faction led by Anwar
Hossain Monju has nominated 140
candidates, followed by 76 of Jatiya
Samaijtantrik Day (JSD), 64 of
Bangladesh Communist Party and
32 of Bangladesh Workers Party.

The rest 152 candidates are from
some other smaller parties.

The caretaker government that
took office on July 15 launched a
countrywide drive to recover illegal
arms to crate an atmosphere condu-
cive to fair polls. The law enforcers
recovered some 4,000 illegal arms
and arrested a good number of
‘terrorists’.

A festive mood was observed in
the city yesterday as different politi-
cal parties, particularly AL and BNP,
brought out colourful processions in
differentareas.
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