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Talk Show host Oprah Winfrey hosts the "Prayer For America" memorial 
service at Yankee Stadium on Sunday to remember the victims of the World 
Trade Center attack.

AFP, Moscow

Russia is preparing for a new military campaign in Afghanistan if the United 
States should launch reprisal strikes following the September 11 terror 
attacks, the Russian media warned Monday. 

"Russia will launch a new campaign in Afghanistan to contribute to the fall 
of the Taliban," the daily Izvestia wrote. 

It said President Vladimir Putin had discussed the possibility of "a direct 
Russian involvement in the conflict" with senior ministers during a meeting at 
the Black Sea resort of Sochi. 

Izvestia cited "sources close to the government" but gave no further 
details. 

For the business daily Vedomosti, "the Kremlin has understood that not 
only must it prepare for a war, it must also take part in it with the means at its 
disposal to help the Americans." 

"The stability of central Asia depends on the effectiveness of Russia's 
collaboration with the Northern Alliance," it wrote, referring to the anti-
Taliban coalition of forces that maintains pockets of resistance in northern 
Afghanistan. 

The daily Vremia Novostei said the Alliance would be "the main partici-
pant in the land operation being prepared by the United States in 
Afghanistan, with Moscow serving as intermediary." 

The paper believed Moscow had encouraged Uzbekistan and Tajikistan 

to offer Washington the use of their bases, despite the official position that 
Russia was opposed to such a development, or at best undecided. 

"Moscow is not opposed to Tashkent and Dushanbe taking part in a US 
military operation, and even contributed to the taking of a decision (on the 
use of their bases)," it said. 

On Saturday an Uzbek military official, insisting on anonymity, told AFP 
that US military aircraft had already landed at a base in Uzbekistan. 

There have however been no indications that Tajikistan will allow its 
bases to be used by US forces. 

Moscow's last intervention in Afghanistan, launched by Soviet leader 
Leonid Brezhnev on December 25, 1979, ended in a humiliating withdrawal 
that was completed in 1989. 

Meanwhile, Russia may send paratroops to Tajikistan, but they would act 
in a purely defensive role along the nation's border with Afghanistan, a 
Russian military source said Monday. 

The troops would be sent as reinforcements for Russia's 18,000 troops 
already deployed in Tajikistan in the event of an incursion by militants of 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban, the source said, as quoted by the Interfax news 
agency. 

Moscow already has 11,000 troops deployed as border guards along 
Tajikistan's 1,200 kilometre (800 mile) border with Afghanistan, along with 
7,000 troops of the 201st division posted elsewhere in the country. 

Russia mulls joining  war to
contribute to fall of Taliban 
Moscow may send paratroops to Tajikistan 
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Sgt. Elisa Anders (R) of the New York City Police Department comforts a 
woman during the "Prayer For America" memorial service at Yankee 
Stadium on Sunday. 
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Heavy earth moving equipment is used in the construction of tunnels and galleries in the Jalalabad region, in the 
mountains of Afghanistan where it was believed that Osama bin Laden had his base in this 1988 photo. Bin Laden is 
the prime suspect in the September 11 suicide attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon in 
Washington. 

AFP, Washington

Pressing ahead with preparations 
for war, the US administration said 
Sunday it did not need UN approval 
to strike back at terrorists, and 
dismissed claims that Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban could not find chief 
suspect Osama bin Laden. 

The tough statements came as 
the first confirmed report emerged 
of a surveillance mission over 
Afghan territory, the most likely 
target of military strikes. 

US Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld said the United States lost 
an unmanned spy plane that had 
been surveying Afghanistan. He did 
not, however, confirm a Taliban 
claim the aircraft had been shot 
down. 

US officials declined to comment 
on a claim the Taliban shot down a 
second plane Sunday. 

Two US aircraft carrier battle 
groups are in the Gulf and the Indian 
Ocean, more than 100 extra war-

planes have been deployed to the 
area and two more carriers and a 
2,200 strong force of Marines are on 
the way. 

As the deployment of firepower 
continued, US administration offi-
cials said they had no doubt bin 
Laden was responsible for the 
suicide attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon, and that 
striking back amounted to self 
defence. 

US Secretary of State Colin 
Powell said the United States would 
demonstrate to the world that the 
Saudi-born Islamic militant was 
responsible for the September 11 
assaults that left more than 6,800 
people presumed dead. 

"I think his guilt is going to be very 
obvious to the world," Powell said in 
an appearance on the ABC televi-
sion network. 

Nat ional  secur i ty adviser 
Condoleezza Rice said the US 
administration would present the 
evidence to its allies. 

"But we're not going to jeopar-
dise this investigation ... in order to 
satisfy the Taliban that Osama bin 
Laden and his network are respon-
sible," she told CNN. 

She also warned the Taliban 
leaders to brace for the wrath of a 
global coalition against terror if they 
persisted in refusing to hand over 
bin Laden. 

"We will see what further we 
need to do with the United Nations. 
But I do not believe that the presi-
dent believes that he needs further 
authority to act in self-defence," 
Rice said. 

Several governments have 
qualified support for the US-led 
campaign by insisting on the neces-
sity of seeking UN approval for 
military action. 

Rice also dismissed claims bin 
Laden had disappeared. "We don't 
simply believe it," she said. 

Her remarks came shortly after 
said the Taliban said bin Laden had 
disappeared. 

UN approval not necessary 
for US strikes: Rumsfeld

AFP, Jerusalem

The Israeli army on Monday created a "buffer zone" along a northern stretch 
of the West Bank on the boundary with Israel, the army said in a statement. 

"Entry into this zone is from now on forbidden to all (Palestinian) resi-
dents of the West Bank unless they have a special permit," the statement 
said. 

Israel decided to create a special closed-off area on September 16. 
The army says that the new conditions, which will place severe restric-

tions on Palestinians, were taken to prevent "terrorist attacks" in Israel and 
to prevent Palestinians entering Israel illegally to work without permission. 

The zone stretches at least 30 kilometres (20 miles) between the north-
western town of Tulkarem and Jenin in the north, and is up to two kilometres 
deep in places. 

Palestinians have strongly criticised the creation of the zone, saying that 
it is a preparation by Israel to annex the land in the area. 

"We condemn this decision by Israel, and Palestinian President (Yasser) 
Arafat has sent a letter to this effect to the US President George W. Bush, 
because this will destroy the lives of thousands of Palestinians and the Oslo 
peace accords," Palestinian information minister Yasser Abed Rabbo said at 
the time. 

Meanwhile, a senior Israeli official on Monday ruled out truce talks 
between Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres "in the present circumstances," following the killing of an 
Israeli woman. 

"No decision has been taken but it is difficult to imagine that the prime 

minister (Ariel Sharon) would give the green light in the present circum-
stances," said the official, who asked not to be named. 

The official, close to the prime minister's office, recalled Sharon's 
demand that there be 48 hours of absolute calm before he would allow Peres 
to meet with Arafat. 

He said the killing of the 24-year-old Israeli woman earlier in the day in the 
Jordan Valley in the West Bank was "apparently carried out by the Tanzim," 
as Israel calls the armed wing of Arafat's Fatah movement. 

Two Jewish settlers, a school teacher and a bus driver, were killed in the 
Jordan Valley on September 9. 

Moreover, Europe and the United States piled the pressure on Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon Monday to allow his Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres to meet Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, although the killing of an 
Israeli woman by Palestinian gunmen dented hopes of a swift meeting. 

"This meeting is urgent, not to settle everything, but to start a de-
escalation," said French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine, leading a 
European diplomatic offensive to see peace talks on steadying a fragile 
truce take place. 

He was echoing the words of US Secretary of State Colin Powell, who 
phoned Peres Sunday to tell him his planned meeting with Arafat was "ur-
gent". 

And British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw, who is due to arrive here from 
Iran on Tuesday, told the BBC the meeting should take place as soon as 
possible, "if possible" on Monday. 

But the slaying of a young Israeli woman on a road in the West Bank 
appeared to bury hopes of an immediate meeting. 

Israel sets up 'buffer zone' 
Sharon rules out truce talks 

AFP, Islamabad

The United Nations has launched 
an unprecedented operation to 
prepare for a "massive crisis" in 
Afghanistan as people scramble to 
escape feared US-led military 
strikes, a UN spokesman said 
Monday. 

UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
Peter Kessler told AFP an emer-
gency contingency operation in 
neighbouring Pakistan was the 
biggest in the agency's history. 

Crisis management specialists 
and equipment to deal with hun-
dreds of thousands of refugees 
were continuing to pour into 
Pakistan, on Afghanistan's eastern 
border, amid reports that more than 
a million people could try to flee in 
the event of US strikes. 

"It's fair to say that never before 
have we needed an operation so 
large ahead of a possible crisis," 
Kessler said from the UNHCR's 
headquarters in the Pakistani 
capital. 

"We are following our long expe-
rience in northern Iraq, the Balkans 
and Kosovo. 

"The situation inside Afgha-
nistan is so precarious that if it 
deteriorates it could become a 
massive crisis if we're not pre-
pared." 

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple are believed to be on the move 
inside Afghanistan as the United 
States builds a formidable strike 
force from land, air and sea plat-
forms around the landlocked coun-
try. 

The ruling Taliban militia, 
accused of harbouring alleged 
terrorist mastermind Osama bin 
Laden, is rallying its people for jihad, 
or holy war. 

There are already some 3.5 
million Afghan refugees in Pakistan 
and Iran left over from the last 
Afghan jihad against the 1979-89 
Soviet invasion, which resulted in a 
humiliating withdrawal for the Red 
Army. 

Another 900,000 people had 
become homeless due to relentless 
civil war and a severe drought in the 
12 months leading up to the 
September 11 terrorist attacks in 
New York and Washington, which 
bin Laden is suspected of organis-
ing. 

AFP, Peshawar

Pakistan's army fears it may have to 
engage fleeing Taliban fighters if the 
United States takes military action 
against Afghanistan, provincial 
government sources said Monday. 

Sources close to the governor of 
Pakistan's Northwest Frontier 
Province (NWFP), an unruly tribal 
bel t  a long the border wi th 
Afghanistan, warned armed Taliban 
members may attempt to seek safe 
haven across the border. 

"The threat of violence from 
Islamic fundamentalists inside 
Pakistan is not our biggest worry," a 
source close to the governor of 
NWFP told AFP. 

There have been a series of anti-
US  demons t ra t i ons  ac ross  
Pakistan, but the rallies have been 
largely small scale and calls for 
general strikes have not been 
heeded. 

"Any problems Pakistan has will 
likely be along the border with 
Afghanistan. As you know it is a 
porous border and the Taliban have 
a habit of coming and going when 

they please," the source said on 
condition of anonymity. 

"Pakistan is a likely destination if 
they are attacked, which is a poten-
tially explosive scenario." 

A military source north of 
Peshawar added: "(A Pakistani) 
military engagement with the 
Taliban is not out of the question. If 
there is a panic anything can hap-
pen, but we are ready to do our job." 

Refugees fleeing Afghanistan 
say the Taliban have stepped up 
their presence along main border 
crossings, and Pakistani troops 
posted on the Khyber Pass have 
been seen reinforcing hill-top posts 
that overlook Afghanistan. 

Taliban-controlled Afghanistan is 
facing the prospect of punitive 
strikes by the United States, in 
retaliation for its refusal to hand over 
Saudi-born alleged terrorist Osama 
bin Laden. 

Bin Laden has been blamed for 
masterminding the September 11 
kamikaze passenger jet attacks on 
New York's World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon in Washington. 

AFP, Baghdad

Iraqi newspapers warned the United 
States on Monday against pitching 
itself and the rest of the world into a 
suicidal war "without limits" that will 
have serious socio-economic 
consequences. 

"Everything indicates that 
America, with its eyes shut, is head-
ing towards the unknown by launch-
ing itself into a suicidal war without 
limits," said Ath-Thawra, mouth-
piece of the ruling Baath party. 

"It seems Washington has ner-
vously and hysterically fallen into 
the trap set for it by succumbing to 
internal and foreign pressures 
pushing it to involve itself in conflicts 
and confrontations without limits 

with several parties," Ath-Thawra 
said. 

Babel, run by President Saddam 
Hussein's elder son, Uday, said the 
"Americans, and behind them, the 
Zionists, are working with all their 
might to transform this defeat (the 
attacks) into a victory, without con-
sidering the serious consequences 
of its action." 

"These criminals resort to the 
language of blood, murder and 
terrorism while trying to make the 
world believe that they want to fight 
these methods," it charged. 

"It is not in the interests of any of 
the world's countries, with the 
exception of the Zionist entity, to join 
up with a hateful and racist US camp 
and blow up the world. 

Iraq warns US against a 
'suicidal war sans limits' 

AFP, Cairo

Arab countries are increasingly reticent about joining 
the US coalition against terrorism, fearing its goals are 
murky and will ignore the festering sore of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

From Egypt to the Gulf monarchies, Arab leaders are 
becoming increasingly critical of US pressure to join the 
effort amid as Arab public opinion blames US policies in 
the Middle East for provoking the attacks on September 
11. 

During a visit Sunday to Jordan, Arab League 
Secretary General Amr Mussa renewed warnings to the 
United States about the type of military response it 
launches. 

"Clearly, we would never accept a strike against an 
Arab country, no matter what the circumstances," he 
said. 

And he called for a review of the 11-year-old sanc-
tions on Iraq, echoing Arab reservations about joining a 
coalition with ill-defined goals which could allow the 
United States to strike the targets it likes, particularly 
Baghdad. 

On Friday, Mussa had already set limits to Arab 
participation, saying Arab states could not join an anti-
terrorist alliance that included Israel. 

Mussa also said Sunday that the Arabs were 
enraged over the plight of the Palestinians and 
appealed for a remedy for the Israeli-Palestinian prob-
lem. 

AP, Los Angeles

A NASA spacecraft captured doz-
ens of images of a comet during a 
weekend flyby, providing scientists 
only the second glimpse ever of the 
core of one of the glowing bodies of 
dust and ice.

Scientists said the Deep Space 1 
probe flew within 1,360 miles (2,190 
kilometres) of the comet Borrelly, 
capturing as many as 50 images of 
its nucleus at varying resolutions. 
Scientists expect to receive the last 
images and other data from the 
spacecraft by Monday.

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration officials say they will 
not release any images or data from 
the flyby until Tuesday. However, 
scientists gave hints of what the 

spacecraft saw and recorded, 
including pictures of dust and ice 
boiling off the comet's surface.

"This data set will make a signifi-
cant contribution to the body of 
knowledge we have about comets," 
Robert Nelson, the mission's project 
scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory, said Sunday. 

Scientists are interested in 
comets because they are thought to 
contain pristine examples of the 
building blocks of our solar system 
from its birth 4.5 billion years ago.

The glowing veil of dust and gas 
that envelops Borrelly is perhaps as 
big as the Earth, but the comet's 
nucleus appears in the images to be 
just 2.5 miles (4 kilometres) wide by 
5 miles (8 kilometres) long, Nelson 
said.

Borrelly was at its most active 
during Saturday's flyby, kicking off 
material that will give scientists 
clues about the comet's composi-
tion. The encounter, about 137 
million miles (220  million kilo-
metres) from earth, came about a 
week after the comet's closest 
approach to the sun on its seven-
year orbital path.

Deep Space 1's instruments also 
measured ions, electrons, gases 
and Borrelly's magnetic and electri-
cal fields.

"We collected a large amount of 
data on this previously completely 
mysterious body," said Marc 
Rayman, the mission's project 
manager. "It's going to take some 
time to understand all the secrets 
this body may be hiding."

AFP, Canberra

The Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) is 
expected to go ahead in Brisbane 
next month as scheduled despite 
the risk of imminent war, officials 
said Monday. 

The three-day conference is due 
to be opened by the head of the 
Commonwealth, Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth, on October 6. 

Andrew Reynolds, director of 
external communications for the 
meeting, said the crisis over the 

terrorist attacks in the United States 
had not yet caused any cancella-
tions among the 45 Commonwealth 
leaders expected to attend. 

He dismissed media reports that 
some leaders might cancel for fears 
of their safety, saying he was confi-
dent there would be a full atten-
dance at the meeting. "My view is 
that it's going to go ahead," he said. 

F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  M i n i s t e r  
Alexander Downer raised doubts on 
Sunday that it would go ahead 
because some leaders may have to 
cancel if the United States launches 

retaliatory attacks on Afghanistan 
before CHOGM begins. 

These include British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chretien who 
would be expected to stay at home 
rather than travel halfway around 
the world. 

Among 52 Commonwealth 
leaders eligible to attend, some 
have already declined invitations, 
including Malaysia's Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad and Solomons 
Islands Prime Minister Manasseh 
Sogavare. 

Arabs reluctant to join war 

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka's moderate Tamil parties 
Monday boycotted a crucial debate 
on constitutional reforms and urged 
the Marxist-backed government to 
open peace talks with Tamil Tiger 
rebels. 

Three Tamil political parties 
walked out of a debate on a constitu-
tional amendment to establish 
independent commissions to run 
the police, the public service, the 
judiciary and the elections office. 

The commissions are being 
introduced following pressure on 
the minority government by its new 
Marxist ally, the JVP or People's 
Liberation Front. The government is 
depending on the JVP to stave off an 

opposition-led ouster bid. 
The moderate Tamil United 

Liberation Front (TULF) said the 
concept of independent panels was 
a welcome one, but it did not 
address the burning issue of the 
separatist war in the island's north-
east. 

"The TULF cannot with justifica-
tion partake in piecemeal constitu-
tional reform, when no serious effort 
is in progress to resolve the Tamil 
national question," the TULF said in 
a statement. 

Tiger guerrillas are leading a 
campaign for independence in the 
island's north and east and more 
than 60,000 people have been killed 
in fighting in the past three decades.

Tamil parties boycott debate 
Lankan constitution reform 

C'wealth summit to go ahead 

Pak army fears border 
clashes with Taliban 

UN prepares for massive 
humanitarian crisis 

Czech president 
hospitalised 
AFP, Prague

Czech President Vaclav Havel was 
rushed to hospital with heart prob-
lems on Monday, forcing him to 
cancel an official visit to Italy, presi-
dential spokesman Ladislav Spacek 
said. 

Havel, who turns 65 next month, 
suffered his latest bout with ill health 
during a summer vacation in 
Portugal. He was treated with 
antibiotics after catching a chill. 

Interpol sets up 
anti-terrorist unit 
AFP, Budapest

Interpol has set up a special unit at 
its headquarters in France to coordi-
nate efforts against terrorism in the 
wake of the  attacks in the United 
States, Interpol chief Ronald Noble 
said Monday. 

The unit will be called the "Sep-
tember 11 task force," after the date 
of the deadly terrorist strikes on the 
New York World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon, he said. 

"It was created in order to make 
sure that we facilitate the flow of 
information worldwide," Noble told a 
press conference at the opening 
here of the annual general assem-
bly of the international police organi-
sation. 

Bosnian army 
chief to turn 
himself in to 
UN tribunal
AFP, Sarajevo

The wartime commander of the 
Bosnian Muslim army, General 
Sefer Halilovic, will turn himself in to 
the UN tribunal in The Hague to face 
charges in connection with the 1993 
murder of Croat civilians, his lawyer 
said Monday. 

Halilovic, who commanded the 
Bosnian army between May 1992 
and November 1993, is the highest 
ranking Bosnian Muslim officer to be 
indicted by the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY). 

"Halilovic has been indicted for 
his apparent failure to prosecute 
those responsible for the Grabovica 
massacre and he will hand himself 
over to The Hague on Tuesday," 
said lawyer Faruk Balijagic. 

Pakistan agreed 
in '99 to help
capture Laden 
AFP, London

The Pakistan government had as 
early as 1999 agreed to collaborate 
with the United States in the capture 
of Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden, chief suspect behind this 
month's terror attacks in the US, a 
press report said Monday. 

The Times of London said the 
deal was sown up with then prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif when he paid 
a visit to the US in July 1999. 

The US government promised to 
pay 25 million dollars to help 
Pakistan's secret services set up 
special units to aid in the capture of 
Bin Laden in Afghanistan, the report 
said. 
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Pope John Paul II  prays at Astana's 
cathedral during a mass with 
priests, monks and seminarians of 
Kazakhstan and Central Asia on 
Monday on the third day of his four 
day pastoral visit in Kazakhstan, 
followed by an apostolic voyage in 
Armenia, on the occasion of the 
1700 years of Christianity in the 
country. 
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