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NAFID IMRAN AHMED
S ing from every corner of
the arena, reflecting on
the dazzling skin-huggers
flashes before the eyes of the
viewers at the circus. Their
mesmerising feats on trapeze
gradually give rise the tension
among the thrilled audience.
Their supple bodies float, swirl
and swing in the air with the
music reaching to its climax; and
then applause adore them. Meet
the 'Circus Woman' the indis-
pensable part of the 'Circus Life'.
An exhibition titled 'Circus
Life' by reputed Indian photogra-
pher Saibal Das started on
September 20 at the High Com-
mission of India Cultural Centre
(754, Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka).
Renowned photographer Dr.
Noazesh Ahmed inaugurated
the exhibition as chief guest
while Mani Lal Tripathi, High
Commissioner of India in Ban-

TRIKING lights, beam-

yet the show must go on
exhibition 'Circus Llfe by Indlan photographer Saibal Das starts

Saibal Das

gladesh was also present as
guest of honour. Born in 1960,
Saibal Das is a photojournalist
working with India Today.

Chobi Mela, the first festival of
photography on Asia, held dur-
ing the end of last year and
earlier this year had a number of
exhibitions by Indian photogra-
phersinits long list. One of them
was 'Circus Woman' by Saibal

ers through the unknown world
of a group of women with a very
risky profession - Circus.

The risk factors involved in
the Indian local circus scenario
are major. It's almost similar to
that of Bangladesh. Lack of
proper safety measures can
result in serious damages. For
those who work there, it is just
walking on a tightrope, in a fine
balance between life and death.

Das, which started on Decem-
ber 17, 2000 and took the view-

Photographer

Saibal Das

il

glanced beyond the glamour of
the shows and picked up the
glimpses of their joy as well as
misery, their agony and amuse-
ment entwined in their everyday
life. These on-display self-
explanatory photographs
revealed many aspects of those
who work in this field.

After completing a breathtak-
ing performance they are
adored by the audience. They
bow, not so much to receive the
praises from the thundered
watchers, but possibly unto the
Almighty, for having yet another
successful completion of nerve-
wrecking performance. Sunil
tracked along these nomads
right from their rigorous training
days to the deathbed where they
wait for a final rest, and captured
themin his camera.

Working for the circus and
being a vagabond is almost the
same thing. Travelling through-
out the country, the circus girls
perform in different places. One
photo shows such a lonely
circus woman sitting with all her
belongings in a huge circus
arena, where she must have
given a breathtaking perfor-
mance the previous night. But
now it is time to hit the road and
gotoanew place.

At the same time, some of the
circus women are also mothers
and have to raise their children.
Sunil had many shots of these
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Photo Exhibition
: Germany 1945-
1995.

Goethe Institute Dhaka holds a
photo exhibition titled 'Germany
1945-19195' (Deustschland seit
1945), featuring fifty years of
German history at House # 10,
Road # 9, Dhanmondi R/A .The
show runs from 2 to 8 p.m every
day, (except Fridays & Saturdays)
till September 30.

Solo exhibition

A solo painting exhibition by Ali
Akbaris being held at the Gallery 21
(765 Satmasjid Road, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka). The exhibition will remain

sari of the mother, while the
mother sits beside and looks
after during her time off. Another
picture shows a mother, having
fun with her child.

Maybe the worst part about
being a circus girl is when any
fatality jolts them if a single
move of indiscretion, a momen-
tary lack of synchronisation
leads to a crash. If one survives
such accident, she has to live in
exile from the haloes of the
arena, in her hell of disability.

Sunil has also pictured some
victims of such mishaps. Where
some lie in pain, all alone, no
one to look after, some are
seriously injured surrounded by
her circus mates who are in
deep shock and are praying for
their friend. Actually what drives
them to get exposed to such a
risk of an uncertain and dark
future and to overcome the fear
of feeling the paws and nails of a
lion poised over their shoulders,
is nothing but hunger. This pre-

cisely compels some of the
finest acrobats in India to per-
formin the ring for only a meagre
sum.

Saibal also pictured the circus
girls while they were practising
and performing some authentic
aerobic skills. One of these
photos shows a lioness standing
on a tool keeping her paws on
the shoulders of a woman.
Another one shows three men
standing on a little girl. Saibal
also took a couple of photo-
graphs while these circus girls
were practising, putting on
makeup and getting ready for
the big show.

All'in all, in this extraordinary
exhibition Saibal Das ftried to
capture the lives of the circus
girls behind the curtain, who are
living their lives on the edge and
Saibal was able to do it very
successfully.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. till September 27.

open to all everyday from 10:00 a.m
t08:00 p.m. till September 30.

Sculpture show

The 3rd solo sculpture show by
Maynul Islam Paul is being held at
the La Galerie I' Alliance Francaise
de Dhaka. The exhibition will
remain open to all everyday from
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. till September

30.

Six Seasons

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old)
presents an exhibition on the theme
six seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their
canvas the rich variety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show will continue il

mothers. In one of photos, a October 14 everyday from 11 am to
baby is sleeping in a hanging 8pm.
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