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Message from Tripura

Indian and local exponents of Tagore song sing their heart out circulating a message
of friendship and cultural bondage

Aziz AMIRUL
n AY be we are

separated by

geographical
boundaries, but Bangladesh is
my second home, the hospitality
and warmth with which we were
greeted is difficult to into words
1" said Panchali Dev Barman, a
classical and Tagore singer,
visiting Dhaka along with three
other performing artists from
Tripura on an invitation of
Podatik Nattya Sangshad, a
front-ranking theatre group of
Bangladesh.

It was a bracing experience
for all at the Indian High Com-
mission Cultural Center in
Dhanmondi on the evening of
September 20 as three singers
from India and two from Bangla-
desh Fahim Hossain
Chowdhury and Nargis
Chowdhury performed various
number of Tagore songs
accompanied by superb "tabla"
presentation from Santunu
Barman, also a member of the
Tripura delegation.
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Entitled "Aalor Omol Komol
Khani Ke Footaalo", the musical
soiree was well hosted by
Bhashhar Bannerjee.

Madhurima Bhattacharya
and Abhijit Sen completed the
trio of Indian singers with
Panchali, enjoying and relishing
their Dhaka visit in a tremen-
dous way, with soaring moods
of ecstasy and fulfillment.

"This is my third visit here but
the cultural tone in Bangladesh
seems increasingly fascinating
the more | come to this country,
the more | become closely
linked with the place. The audi-
ence in Bangladesh is certainly
much more gracious and knowl-
edgeable than those in other
parts of the sub-continent. Peo-
ple in this country know, admire
and most importantly appreci-
ate whatever that is rendered to
them, be it song, recitation or
dance. This is a positive quality
rare among audiences in other
countries", comments Abhijit, a
regular artist of Doordarshan.

"As we all know, India is a
country highly enriched in cul-
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ture with innumerable native
and regional dialect, social
customs and traditions besides
having a diverse range of
ancient and contemporary
lifestyle. It is very much compel-
ling for the country's inhabitants
to choose and follow multi-
cultural themes, thus the
Bengalees of West Bengal are
also, experiencing and becom-
ing fond of mixed cultural tradi-
tions, including some Western-
ised cultural versions, often
what is commonly termed as
"Opo-shangskriti" or alien cul-
ture. To my opinion, no culture of
any region can overtake that of
another if ones' own commit-
ment and traditional values
remain intact through sincerity
and dedication", said smartand
confident Abhijit Sen.
Moreover, the Agartala-

based male vocal believes that
a strong influence of Bengali
literature and research have
established a firm position of
Rabindra Sangeet in Bangla-
desh. Though in Tripura there
are many talented artists asso-

ciated with Tagore songs, yet,
according to Abhijit, the founda-
tion of Tagore culture is still not
very compact in the West Ben-
gal as much as itis here in Ban-
gladesh!

According to Panchali Bar-
man, Bangladesh has a lot of
talented and renowned artists in
various sectors of the cultural
arena. She thinks that since
there has been a gradual
increase in the exchange of
cultural performances and
programmes between the two
neighbouring countries over the
recent past, therefore fine
accomplishments and
advanced cultural atmospheres
can be developed in both India
and Bangladesh through fre-
quent visits. She further
requests the Bangladeshi
organisers to present cultural
programmes and events of
guest artists all over the country
instead of arranging solely in
Dhaka city as it would then be a
golden chance for all to meet
and gain new experiences from
the visiting artists of the subcon-

Performers of Bangladesh and India along withSayed Badruddin Hossain, President Podatik

tinent. Panchali Barman, pres-
ently teaching the vocal art, is a
graduate on classical music
from Lucknow besides holding
B.Mus. degree from Kolkata
University and M.Mus. degree
from Rabindra Bharati Univer-
sity.

Madhurima Bhattacharya,
the other female vocal of the

visited this country on several
occasions and wish to come
again if there is any invitation
from cultural groups", stated
Madhurima, quite thrilled to
have a successful live show at
the High Commission audito-
riumin Dhaka.

Santunu Barman, the rela-

Resource Centerin India.

"To keep pace with the mod-
ern era, tabla performance in
this part of the subcontinent
needs some renovation and
'speed' to bring liveliness, prob-
ably, the greatest way to capture
hearts of young audience.
Attention should be given in
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Photo-Exhibition :
Germany 1945-
1995.

Goethe Institute Dhaka holds a
photo exhibition titled 'Germany
1945-19195' (Deustschland seit
1945), featuring fifty years of
German history, on September 17 at
House # 10, Road # 9, Dhanmondi
R/A .The show runs from 2 to 8 p.m
every day, (except Fridays &
Saturdays) till September 30.

30 years of

Independence

To celebrate 30 years of
Independence 'Ganer Dali' has
organised a cultural evening at the
National Museum on September 22
at7:15p.m.
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