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Simple yet delicate

Sculpture show by Maynul Islam Paul opens today at Alliance Francaise gallery

Aziz AMIRUL

S one enters the large
hall-shaped studio of
sculptor Maynul Islam

Paul, it seems quite interesting
to discover forms scattered
around in all shapes and sizes
resembling objects and equip-
ment related with our everyday
life.

"During my childhood days |
was like any other ordinary kid,
happy and content with infantile
feelings of fantasy and fun. It
was not before passing of the
higher secondary exams that
often | used to get detached
from reality and would try to find
refuge in the solitude of some
imaginary dimension. Soon |
took up art as education and
finally selected the delicate
craftsmanship of sculpture as
my topic of specialisation",
divulges Paul, prepared with his
works of wood and stone carv-
ing besides some mixed media
paintings to be exhibited in
"Silent Discourse", a solo dis-
play at the gallery of Alliance
Francaise de dacca from Sep-
tember 21 till 30.

During his early years of
apprenticeship, Paul found
more ease in dealing with forms

of human torso representing
various themes and perspec-
tives. But as time passed by,
maturity, confidence and often
observation of social misrule
seemed to provoke the sculptor
to trade with more specific forms
able to symbolically pinpoint
certain aspects and characteris-
tics of the human psychology
and worldly motif.

A most familiar and useful
object like the table finds itself
transformed into a vital instru-
ment of social reformation and
that of proper constitutional
assurance when dealt by an
unorthodox yet innovative artist
like Paul. Once a most ordinary

table, the flat-topped base is all
of a sudden, turned into a strong
foundation upon which impor-
tant and often epoch-making
decisions could be taken by
leaders and country fathers.
Similarly, the role of a chair is
highly significant among the
functions of subjects composed
by this young man. "l think that a
chair plays an extremely impor-
tant part in our lives, more spe-
cifically, closely related with the
matter and trouble of 'khomota-r
lorai' or ‘fight for supremacy’
over national issues. But again
through execution of honest and
positive policies one can utilise
the chair in the best possible
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way ", explains Paul.

Quite a large and distinct form
of the comb is another vital
object of expression for this
creative artist to whom the comb
carries intense force of rectifica-
tion for the betterment of a soci-
ety. "To me the comb is a strong
symbol of idealism. Our country,
not to speak of the world, can
easily be made free from all
sorts of ill occurances if only the
concerned authorities could
utilise the law in a proper and
impartial manner, thus ‘combing’
out all negative aspects", men-
tions Maynul Islam Paul, reveal-
ing himself as an angry, young
protagonist.

—

=

E‘ R - RIgnr
LR T

But interestingly all subjects
of Paul do not show negative or
biased attitude. The plough, for
instance, is a means of fertility
and restoration that can be
regarded as a form possessing
female characteristics of repro-
duction!

Besides, some other subjects
are the results of simple, uncom-
plicated thoughts of Paul. "Boat
or animal, actually carry no
theme or symbol, in that sense;
just composed for their nice
shape forms | simply like to
create for their smoothness and
natural beauty. Of course, by
composing the shape of an
unknown animal, | tried to draw
a picture of all living beings, in
general. At one stage of my
various works, the presence of a
form of creature brought a kind
of life in my compositions", adds
Paul.

Though almost each and
every work evokes a sense of
responsibility of the artist but a

intricate bond of human relation-
ship, Paul wants to exhibit an
ideal condition badly needed in
our society butrarely seen. If the
well-off and able portion can
bear and share the load of the
distressed community then
there would remain hardly any
struggle or adversity among the
commoners.

Along with some fifteen works
of sculpture, Maynul Islam is to
exhibit another fifteen paintings
of acrylic and oil he composed

recently. "In my drawings, | tried
to include the male figure of
human may be, a representa-
tion of the usual dominance and
reproduction that a male is
responsible for", states an
active and hectic Paul as he
rounds off this informative con-
versation, visibly excited on his
forthcoming solo at the Alliance

gallery.

Photo-Exhibition :
Germany 1945-
1995.

Goethe Institute Dhaka holds a
photo exhibition titled 'Germany
1945-19195' (Deustschland seit
1945), featuring fifty years of
German history, on September 17 at
House # 10, Road # 9, Dhanmondi
R/A .The show runs from 2 to 8 p.m
every day, (except Fridays &
Saturdays) till September 30.

30 years of

Independence

To celebrate 30 years of
Independence 'Ganer Dali' has
organised a cultural evening at the
National Museum on September 22
at7:15p.m.

R AT

. - more significant composition
reveals the very best of Paul. 'Of Six Seasons
human_ bondage’, a combin_ed Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
formation of short, stumplike (House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
wooden vertical structures of an exhibition on the theme six
o various heights holding atop seasons. Leading artists of the
metal plates of weighing scale, country have captured in their
creates quite a unique situation canvas the rich variety of our
which is apparently absent in seasons and hthe" a,lflnb'e"fe- TT,T;
OtherWOrkS. montn-iong show wiil continue
\ ) . . October 14 everyday from 11 am to
\ In this multilateral composi-
\ \ . 8pm.
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