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Exhibition |
Snapshots of history put together

A photograph exhibition entitled Germany 1945-1995 is now being held at the Goethe Institut, Dhaka
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SAIFUL ISLAM
HOTOGRAPHS are
silent voices and precise
expression of history. A

total of 66 images now on dis-

play at German cultural centre
are windows to history, art and
culture of Germany. These
brilliant photographs takes one
into the psyche of a nation, the
retrospection and introspection,
of a country between 1945-

1995.

The exhibition talks about
Germany. But what makes the
show more interesting is the tale
of half a century is told by three
spontaneous cameras belong-
ing to three generations of a
family.

Grandfather Willi Klar, father
Dieter Klar and son Reto Klar
look at the history of Germany
from an ambivalent viewpoint
indeed. Though peculiar in their
approach to the history of
Germany, their cameras are
silentamiable historians.

'Germany 1945-1995--as
seen by three generations of a
family' will run till September 30.
By the title it is obvious that the
focus of the exhibition is on the

post 2nd world war Germany
and it has not gone beyond the
20th century.

The photo 'View of devas-
tated Frankfurt' gives us an
opportunity to look back at the
desolate, dilapidated, and
destroyed Germany. There are
photos of woman and children
living in cellar houses and peep-
ing at the thin ray of sunlight.

So, some photos take us to
the darker alleys of past where
Germany is a country of debris
and frustrated faces.

The scene changes, situa-
tion changes, and it changes
very swiftly; because the people
of Germany fights back. They
creates hope for themselves
with the help of their allays. The
struggle for survival is shown by
photographs like 'woman clear-
ing rubble of bombing', 'Bread
handout',' The stock exchange
reopens on 14th September
1945' and 'American soldiers
teach German school children'.
These photo shades light on the
tenacity and endurance of
Germans. There are brilliant
portrayals of the rapid industrial
development of Germany car-
ried out profusely and victori-
ously by the people standing on
the bed-ridden surface of
Germany--all of them are poi-
gnant moments, exemplary
scenes.

Dark always follows the light
as evil follows good. And the
photographer does not neglect
those facets. A photo takes us to
a black-market in Frankfurt. But
candles of hope burn brightly
than the smoke of evil.

There are photographs of
'Reconstruction’,’ Yarn and
Cotton spinning mill', 'Laciss
works'," Trier(forge)', the coal
laden face of a content 'Steel-
worker'. The photos do not
confined themselves in political
and social milieus only, they go
beyond, and they touch the
cultural and social aspects as

well.

There are nine photographs
on' Fashion in 50s".There are
photographs theatre and movie
stars. The unforgettable
moments and faces of Clown
Crock, Albert Bassermann and
Grete weiser amidst other
celebrities.

Many politically and histori-
cally valuable moments of
Germany are made eternal by
the photographer. There are

Politics and history always walk
together holding hands. The
unification of Germany and its
aftermath are other important
facts and parts on show in this
exhibition. The photo'3-10-
1990-3rd October 1990:Day of
Unity' shows hundreds and
thousands of cheering
Germans gathered along the
Berlin Wall. But it never takes
long to become disillusioned.
Because history is cruel as it

photos of world leaders like
Klinton,'"Gorbachev and
Honecker', Helmut Kohl.

follows it's own course and in
points of time interestingly
indeed history smears balm on

scarred hearts. The people of
Germany, after the unification of
Eastern and Western part, went
through a fragile tunnel full of
mistrust and trauma. People
lost their jobs, some lost their
private establishments, some
leaders lost their popularity and
followers, some promises lost
their meaning. People become
deceitful, disbelief and mistrust
divided and agitated many
Germans.

There are photographs of
'Old people's home'--a dishev-
eled back of an old woman
symbolising humanity in dis-
tress, and there are pictures of
tanks waiting to be taken to
scrap-yard, Soviet soldiers
ready to leave Germany. The
bright side of German sports is
included. Pictures of Michael
Schumachar, Katharina Witt.
The glamour world of German
film and TV personalities are
also there--talented and beauti-
ful Nastasja Kinski, attactive
Elke Sommer, and brilliant Wim
Wenders and Hans Joachim
Kulenkampf. Along with these
photos there is another
captioned'1995 Flodding in
Cologne'. The protest of people
against nuclear armament is
valiantly projected by the photo-
graph 'The family' against
nuclear armament, and the
action of policemen on the
protesting people characterizes
an honestand sincere camera.

Willi Klar was born in
Frankfurt am Main in 1907.At
the time of the economic
depression he lost his job as a
shop assistant and had to rely
on his hobbies--football and
photographs. For a while he
played professional football in
Frankfurt and Luxembourg, Willi
Klar met Paul Wolff, the legend-
ary 'pioneer of Leica' and photo-
graphic technician. In 1946,
following the war and captivity,
he started working independ-
ently as a photographer for the
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press and newspapers. Willi
Klardiedin 1994.

From an early age, Dieter
Klar, born in 1937 in Frankfurt
am Main, was resolved to follow
his father's example by becom-
ing a professional photogra-
pher. After his apprenticeship he
worked as an industrial and
advertising photographer; later
he also looked for the fashion
industry and the German press
agency Doa. Today Dieter Klar
works as a director and pro-
ducer for German TV channels,

his hobby still being photogra-
phy.

Reto Klar, son of Dieter Klar
and the grandson of Willi Klar,
was born in Buxetehude in 1967
devoted himself in the same
occupation as them. He com-
pleted his practical training
under his father.Today he works
as a photo-journalist for various
newspapers and magazines,
having already published sev-
eral books of photographs.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

30 years of

Independence

To celebrate 30 years of
Independence 'Ganer Dali' has
organised a cultural evening at the
National Museum on September 22
at7:15p.m.

Podatik

Podatik Nattya Shongshad has
organised a musical evening
featuring the Rabindra singers of
Bangladesh and India at the Indian
Cultural Centre (754 Satmasjid
Road) on September 20 at 6:45p.m.

Shilparag Gallery at Dhanmandi
(House#15, Road# 27 old) presents
an exhibiton on the theme six
seasons. Leading artists of the
country have captured in their
canvas the rich variety of our
seasons and their ambience. The
month-long show will continue till
October 14 everyday from 11 am to
8pm.

Photo-Exhibition :
Germany 1945-
1995.

Goethe Institute Dhaka holds a
photo exhibition titled 'Germany
1945-19195' (Deustschland seit
1945), featuring fifty years of
German history, on September 17 at
House # 10, Road # 9, Dhanmondi
R/A .The show runs from 2 to 8 p.m
every day, (except Fridays &
Saturdays) till September 30.

Photo show

Renowned Bangladeshi portrait
photographer Nasir Ali Mamun was
all through with the German Nobel
Prize Laureate Gunter Grass during
his Dhaka visit in 1986.  The
exhibition, featuring the moments of
Gunter Grass Nasir snatched with
his camera is being held at the
German cultural centre, Goethe
institut, House # 10, Road # 9
Dhanmondi, Dhaka and runs
through September 20.
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