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Ricky on captain’s trail

Cricket

INTERNET/AFP, Sydney

Ricky Ponting took his first step on a
path he hopes will lead him to the
Australian Test captain's job when
he was named Tasmania captain on
Wednesday.

Previous captain Jamie Cox said
he had stepped down to give the 26-
year-old Ponting the chance to

aggressive and attacking."

Tasmanian Cricket Association
chairman Denis Rogers said they
wanted to give Ponting greater
experience as a captain and the
chance to demonstrate his leader-
ship qualities.

"We want to be able to assist
Ricky in every way possible if he

He was also sidelined after
crashing into a boundary hoarding
at the Sydney Cricket Ground in
February 1999, seriously injuring
his ankle.

Ponting, who recently became
engaged, said he had grownup as a
cricketer and a person.

If he plays in all Australia's inter-
nationals this season, Ponting will
only lead Tasmania four times. Cox,
who becomes vice-captain, will then
take over.

Ponting had a brilliant underage

FIFA rankings

France under
pressure

m Football

AFP, Paris

World champions France remain

Netherlands moved up two places
to eighth and England are now in
ninth spot after lifting six spots.
England's historic 5-1 win in Munich
against Germany assured them a
place in the top ten for the first time
since April 1999.
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thought of himself as a leader on the
field.

"When I'm out on the field | try to
think as if I'm captain and I've
always had a few suggestions,
whether to Jamie or Steve Waugh,"
he said.

"My philosophy will be fairly

Ponting's career stalled briefly
following his involvement in two off-
field incidents -- the first at a night-
club in Calcutta in 1998 and the
other at a bar in Sydney in early
1999.

But Cox said he had matured
over the last couple of years.

For most of his Test career,
Ponting has batted in the number six
position but there have long been
suggestions that he should be
moved higher in the order, which he
did on the recently-completed
Ashes tour, albeit with limited suc-
cess.

Aussies

bid for

Cup final

IO Tennis

AFP, Paris

Australia have an extra ace up their
sleeves as last year's beaten

Heuwitt, now standing third in the
ATP Champions Race, says he and
the squad are keen to lift the "salad
bowl" this year for Rafter's sake, as
the Queenslander missed the 1999
final with a shoulder injury which
blighted his game for a year.

"We're playing for Pat this year.

Weah joins
UAE club

REUTERS, Dubai

Former World Player of the Year
George Weah has joined Al Jazira of
the United Arab Emirates on a one-
year contract.

The 34-year-old Liberian interna-
tional striker, whose former clubs
include Monaco, AC Milan, Paris St
Germain, Chelsea, Manchester City
and Olympique Marseille, was

Third seed Michel Kratochvil almost
felt the need to send out for refresh-
ments Wednesday as he took
nearly two and a half hours to over-
come Swiss compatriot George
Bastl 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 for a quarterfinal
place at the 400,000-dollar
Heineken Open.

"It was a popcorn match,"
Kratochvil said, using a player term
for a mini-marathon. "But | felt pretty
good throughout, I'm top-fit."

The 22-year-old son of a pair of
tennis club-owning parents is
among only three seeds still alive in
atournament decimated by the first-
round ouster of draw-card Andre
Agassion Tuesday.

The American was beaten by
Georgian Irakli Labadza, a 20-year-
old with a huge serve who next
faces American Justin Gimelstob.

New Jersey's Gimelstob took an
opening victory over popular Thai
Paradorn Srichaphan, winning 7-6 ,
3-6, 6-4. In another first-round

against Hyung-Taik Lee of Korea.

Kratochvil, who snapped a
streak of three straight defeats in
first rounds with a win here on
Monday, improved his 2001 mark to
16 wins, 18 defeats. He had never
faced Bastl, though the pair are
frequent practise partners.

"I've known George for many
years and he's a friend," said the
winner. "But you put that all aside
when you go on court. | went out
trying hard to win the match quickly.

"l wanted to take all of my oppor-
tunities. | did everything to win and
was lucky enoughtodoit."

Kratochvil saved 16 of the 20
break points he faced and fired over
five aces to seven for his rival.

As Agassi boarded a trans-
Pacific jet after a brief stay in
Shanghai which lasted just three
days and four nights, the 31-year-
old tennis icon said he hoped to
return as a contender in the end-of-
season Masters Cup in November,

Martina Hingis retains her position
at the top of the WTA rankings,
despite the success of Venus and
Serena Williams atthe US Open.

Hingis has failed to win a Grand
Slam in her last 10 attempts and her
only Slam final of the season was at
the Australian Open where she lost
to Jennifer Capriati.

Nevertheless, the Swiss star has
retained her place at the top
because she has won a number of
lesser-ranking events which have
boosted her points total.

Venus Willlams who has suc-
cessfully defended both the US
Open and Wimbledon title this year
remains fourth in the overall rank-
ings.

Sandrine Testud of France is the
biggest climber on the rankings .
She won the inaugural Big Island
Championships in Hawaii after
Justine Henin retired hurt.

Leading WTA tour tennis
(previous rankings in brackets):

Portugal are on 732 points having
overtaken Spain, who also moved
up one place into sixth, while the

Arantxa starts in style

IO Tennis

AFP, Tokyo

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario made a
strong first step forward to winning
back the singles title she won in
1994 at the Princess Cup tennis
tournament on Wednesday.

The fifth-seeded Spaniard, using
an array of effective drop shots,
needed just 50 minutes to beat Evie
Dominkovic of Australia 6-1, 6-3,
becoming the last player on the field
to advance to the second round.

South African qualifier Liezel

Huber, known more as a doubles
player under her maiden name of
Horn, has reached a main draw only
twice out of seven events this year
and lost both of them in the first
round.

Huber defeated Choi Young-Ja
of South Korea, fourth seed Annabel
Ellwood of Australia, and fifth seed
Erika Delone of the United States on
her way to securing a berth in the
565,000-dollar tournament here.

In the second round, Huber will
challenge American Meilen Tu, the
winner over Rachel McQuillan of
Australia 6-2, 6-2.

Taraja, ranked 128th against
Asagoe's 88th, will next play
Sanchez-Vicario Thursday.
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- are brimming with confidence
after Lleyton Hewitt won his first
Grand Slam crown by crushing

finalin Melbourne.
Enqvist, ranked 34 has not
played Davis Cup for two years but

youngsters.
Weah, who was named World
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Open winner the Aussies appear to
have more than sufficient firepower
to send the Swedes packing on
home ground at the Sydney

injury and who has been struggling
all year with his game and fitness.
The remainder of the Swedish
team comprises 17th-ranked
Thomas Johansson, Jonas

Tuesday for the first time since
terrorists attacks here and in New
York a week ago.

The Philadelphia Flyers' 6-1
trouncing of the Washington

"God Bless America," "Proud to be
anAmerican," and "l Will Not Fear".
Another memorialised Garnet
"Ace" Bailey, a member of the
original Capitals' squad and an 11-
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the Aussies' main weapon after his
destruction of Sampras for his tenth
career title and he already has
tasted Davis Cup success, though
he lost his two singles rubbers in
the 1999 win over France two years
agoin Nice.

Inlast year's final he blocked out
a hostile crowd in Barcelona to oust
Albert Costa but could not prevent
his country eventually slipping to
defeat as he finally succumbed to
Juan Carlos Ferrero.

However, in this year's tourna-
ment he showed his growing matu-
rity for the big occasion by inspiring
Australia to victory in the quarter-
finals away to Brazil with wins over
Fernando Meligeni and world
number one Gustavo Kuerten and
inthe doubles.

shaky | would say," he said.

But Australian captain John
Fitzgerald, who hopes his country
can secure their first home final in
15 years and who replaced John
Newcombe last year, is not count-
ing his chickens.

"We'd be crazy to be over-
confident. It's almost a dirty word, |
think," Fitzgerald said Tuesday.

"We've got a group of players
here of a very high calibre and there
is a quiet sense of confidence, but
absolutely not over-confidence.

Should the Aussies make it
through as expected they could
come face to face once again with
the French, who first have to get
past the Netherlands in Rotterdam
on carpet.

GEORGE WEAH

Player of the Year in 1995, said he
chose to move to the Emirates
rather finishing his career in the
United States.

"| preferred to come to the UAE
as | know that they have a good
league and that some of the players
who were professionals in Europe
are playing here," he said. "l hope
that | can do my best for my new
club."

Weah joined Al Jazira after
negotiations with another UAE club,
Al Ain, broke down. No further
contract details were disclosed.

Only about 5,000 spectators
were on hand at MCI Arena, few in
the most expensive seats, for a
game that players had openly
admitted they felt might be a target
should terrorists wish to commit
another atrocity.

"Everybody in the building was
nervous the first 15 minutes. Then |
think everybody sort of settled
down," Capitals defenceman
Brendan Witt said.

After a moment of silence during
which players from both teams lined
up along centre ice to show unity, a
colour guard presented the
American flag and a spectator
yelled "Yay, America" to arouse a
cheer from the crowd.

After the US anthem was sung,
the fans began a chant of "U-S-A, U-
S-A"heard most notably in a hockey
rink during the 1980 US Olympic

NHL scoring champion Jaromir Jagr
scored his first goal for Washington
since being obtained in a deal from
Pittsburgh.

But the Flyers got two goals and
an assist from Pavel Brendl and a
goal and two assists from Jeremy
Roenick in the romp. Roenick was in
his first game for Philadelphia after
leaving Phoenix. Brendl arrived
from New York in a deal that sent
EricLindros to the Rangers.

Spectators filed out of the build-
ing after a game without incident to
the sounds of more patriotic songs,
including "Proud to be an American”
and Bruce Springsteen's "Born in
the USA".

Some of American football's
Washington Redskins spent
Tuesday visiting those injured at the
Pentagon. Quarterback Jeff George
was touched by fans who exhorted

The International Tennis Federation
(ITF) on Wednesday announced
that the draw for the 2002 Davis Cup
has been postponed until Thursday,
October 18.

"Because of the postponement
of the USA/India World Group
qualifying tie until October 12-14,
the ITF felt it was necessary to
reschedule the draw," said ITF
president Francesco Ricci Bitti.

"If we had decided to go ahead
with the draw on October 4 as we
originally planned it would have
been necessary to do two scenarios
each for the World Group, the
American Zone Group 1 and
Asia/Oceania Group 1."

This weekend the two Davis Cup
semifinals and seven of the eight
World Group Qualifying rounds will
be played.
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Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario makes a forehand return against Evie
Dominkovic of Australia during their Princess Cup first round engagement

in Tokyo yesterday.
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