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FEMA urges media
Give impartial coverage
to political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Fair Election Monitoring
Alliance (FEMA) yesterday urged
the media to "maintain objectivity,
impartiality and balance" in giving
coverage to political parties to help
create an awareness among voters
ahead of the general election.

Addressing a press conference
at Dhaka Reporters Unity (DRU)
office in the city, FEMA Secretary
General Feroz M Hassan alleged
that Awami League got "excellent
camera angle" while BNP got "poor
camera angle" in political coverage
by a section of the electronic media.

The press conference was
attended by, among others, Dr
Shawkat Ara, Chairperson of Media
Committee and Maruf Raihan,
media coordinator of FEMA.

Feroz claimed that ETV, out of its
total time for coverage of political
parties this week, devoted 50 per
cent of it to Awami League, 30 per
cent to BNP, 14 per cent to four-
party alliance, one per cent to 11-
party, three per cent to Jatiya Party
(Ershad) and two per cent to JP
(Maniju). It did not give any coverage
to Jamaat-e-Islami.

BTV devoted 28 per cent for AL,
16 per cent for BNP, two per cent for
four-party alliance, nine per cent for
11-party, 16 per cent for JP
(Ershad), 12 per cent for JP (Manju)
and 8 per cent for others during the
period, he claimed.

State-run Bangladesh Betar
gave 30 per cent of its time to AL, 28

Two murdered
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ered the body from the house No.
1259 at Shewrapara at about 8am
yesterday, and sent it to the DMCH
morgue for autopsy. Nazim has
been absconding since the incident,
police said.

Parul Begum filed a case with the
Mirpur Police Station accusing
Najim of killing her son.

A sweeper named Abdul Malek,
who was hacked by his wife with a
spade on Monday night, died yes-
terday at the hospital.

The incident took place when
Malek had had an altercation with
his wife Poly Begum in their shanty
at Shimulbari, Badda at about 11pm
Monday.

At one stage, Kalpana, his
mother-in-law, joined her daughter
in the altercation and beat him with a
home-made broom, while her
daughter hacked him with a spade.

Fatally injured, Malek was admit-
ted to the DMCH where he died at
about 6:30am.

When contacted, the duty officer
of Badda Police Station said police
went to arrest the housewife and her
mother.

per cent to BNP, 16 per cent to 11-
party, 10 per cent to JP (Ershad),
eight per cent to Jamaat, two per
cent to JP (Manju) and four per cent
to others.

Feroz claimed that considering
the number of seats won by AL and
BNP in the 1996 election, the two
major parties are getting less cover-
ageon BTV and Betar.

He however said most of the
newspapers have given "almost
balanced coverage" to AL, BNP and
other parties.

But the Inquilab gave "extra"
coverage to BNP and 4-party alli-
ance. The Janakantha continues to
give more coverage to AL, Feroz
said.

US promises
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programme.

The country is struggling eco-
nomically under the weight of 30
billion dollars of foreign debt.

Diplomatic sources here told AFP
the first concrete measures to help
Pakistan could be announced by
Chamberlain at a meeting of the
Pakistan Development Forum here
tomorrow. The forum brings
together officials from Pakistan and
the World Bank.

AP adds: The United States is
ready to reward its friends and
punish nations that don't sign up for
a fierce new war on terrorism. Some
countries will be lured to help with
carrots, others pummeled with hard
sticks.

"In different nations the carrot
may be bigger; in other nations, the
stick may be bigger," White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer said on
Tuesday.

Afghanistan is clearly the main
recipient of the stick so far: The Bush
administration has warned the ruling
Taliban militia in Kabul that it would
face military attacks for harboring
suspected terrorist Osamain Laden.

Pakistan, Indonesia and Jordan
perhaps even Sudan or Cuba may
getcarrots.

Sen. Sam Brownback said
Pakistan should be rewarded for
assisting the United States in pres-
suring Afghanistan's ruling Taliban
militia to turn over bin Laden and for
agreeing to provide airspace rights
for possible US military action.

"The United States is going to
have to show the people in Pakistan
thatit's good to be in a good relation-
ship with the United States,"
Brownback said, who is a member of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.

US appreciates Dhaka
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and peaceful manner under the
non-party caretaker government."

The Ambassador said former US
president Jimmy Carter had con-
firmed his planned visit to
Bangladesh during the elections.

Terming the recent terrorist
attacks unthinkable and very shock-
ing, the chief adviser said this was
one of the greatest tragedies in
recent world history.

"The loss of lives of innocent
people, including Bangladeshis,
during this attack deeply shocked
every one of us," he told her convey-
ing sympathies to all affected by this
heinous strike.

Foreign Secretary Mohsin Al
Khan and Secretary to the Chief
Adviser Golam Rahman were
present during the meeting.

Mary Ann Peters yesterday also
met CM Shafi Sami, Special
Assistant to the Chief Adviser on
Foreign Affairs, and told him that the
support extended by Bangladesh
would be gratefully remembered by
the US.

Sami conveyed to the US envoy
the government decision to extend
support to the US for combating

terrorism resulting from the
September 11 terror attacks on the
us.

The government's decision was
taken in response to the request
received from the United States for
specific assistance.

The US Ambassador thanked
the government of Bangladesh for
the very timely decision on this
matter.

She said Bangladesh has been a
friend of the American people at this
hour of their national tragedy.

Dengue
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virus. Density of Ades population
was the highest in Dhaka University
areas, followed by that in most
places in old city.

Kalabagan, Central Road,
Elephant Road, Mirpur, Hazaribagh,
north Dhanmondi and
Kanthalbagan areas were also
found to have very high density of
Aedes.

Experts alleged that DCC
authorities are not doing enough to
combat dengue attack although
their own study revealed that the city
faces a threat of dengue epidemic.

Indo-Pak envoys
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government observed that this was
the first terrorist incident on a for-
eign soil where a large number of
people of Bangladesh perished.

Tripathi expressed India's
support to the caretaker govern-
ment in preparation for the upcom-
ing general election.

Expressing the hope that the
elections in Bangladesh would be
conducted in peace and harmony
he said, "There is a consensus
across the border in India for peace,
stability and prosperity in
Bangladesh."

The Indian diplomat also men-
tioned that India wants the border
between the two countries to
always remain peaceful, particu-
larly during sensitive periods such
as now.

During the meeting the chief
adviser recalled tremendous contri-
bution of India during the Liberation
War of Bangladesh and strong
friendship and cooperation
between the two countries in all
fields.

He expressed deep admiration
of India's long democratic history
and thanked India for its support to
the efforts of the caretaker govern-
ment and for India's actions to keep
the border peaceful.

Among others present was
Foreign Secretary Mohsin Ali Khan.

Meanwhile, The High
Commissioner of Pakistan Igbal
Ahmed Khan yesterday briefed
Chief Adviser Latifur Rahman on
Pakistan's position on the situation
arising out of the terrorist attack in
the United States.

He said that Pakistan gave
categorical assurance to the United
States of its unstinting support to
combat terrorism. Our position is
very similar to that of Bangladesh,
he added.

The Pakistan envoy expressed
his confidence in the excellent
preparations taken by the caretaker
government for the upcoming
election and hoped that the elec-
tions would take place in a free, fair
and impartial atmosphere.

The caretaker government has
done a very impressive job in neu-
tralising the armed miscreants,
Khan pointed out.

The chief advisor discussed
some bilateral matters with the high
commissioner including increasing
Bangladesh's export to Pakistan.

Foreign Secretary Mohsin Ali
Khan and Secretary to the Chief
Adviser, Golam Rahman were
present.

BTV, ETV
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that earlier it was decided that ETV
will take signals from the OB van of
the BTV. Now they will have a joint
operation," said Khairuzzaman
Chowdhury, additional secretary at
the EC Secretariat.

Chowdhury, who is also the head
of EC task forces on media and
election results, said the EC would
be happier to entertain more private
channels having the capacity of live
telecast.

The IT department of the EC got
the software for online dissemina-
tion of the election results and is
now going through tests. Results
will be available oniits server.

Advisors
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ing to the request of the government
of the United States for using the
airport and seaport of Bangladesh, if
necessary.

The president held the view that
the political parties are primarily
responsible for the political clashes
and that if they exercised restraint
and tolerance, these acts of violence
would be reduced substantially.

No Taliban
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Officer (PIO) at his weekly press
briefing at the Chief Advisor's Office,
however, said the government had
stepped up its surveillance of the
activities of terrorist groups since
the visit of former US president Bill
Clinton whose scheduled visit to the
National Memorial at Savar was
cancelled for security reasons.

Replying to a question, the
spokesman said the government
had clarified its position to support
the US government in combating
terrorism.

The PIO pointed out that the
caretaker government had already
discussed the matter with the lead-
ers of major political parties and the
diplomats.

When asked to comment on pro-
Laden demonstrations in the streets
by fundamental groups, the spokes-
man said that the government has
no such information. He, however,
said that in a democratic society
everyone has the right to express
their views.

US battleships
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"unalterably committed to a direct,
forceful and comprehensive
response."

Bush also signed into law a $40
billion aid package after hijacked
aircraft slammed into the twin tow-
ers of New York's World Trade
Center and the Pentagon in
Washington a week ago, leaving
nearly 6,000 dead or missing.

Bush thanked the House of
Representatives and the Senate for
giving him the power to wage war on
"terrorists” and pledged to consult
with Congress as he maps the US
response.

"Those who plan, authorise,
commit or aid terrorist attacks
against the United States and its
interests including those who
harbor terrorists threaten the
national security of the United
States," Bush said in a statement. "It
is, therefore, necessary and appro-
priate that the United States exer-
cise its rights to defend itself and
protect United States citizens both
athome and abroad."

Erosion
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witnesses said.

High officials of Bangladesh
Water Development Board, BIWTA
and the DC and the SP of Chadpur
have visited the affected areas.
Police have been deployed.

Meanwhile, it is reported that
there is a shortage of boulders in
BIWTA stock to check the erosion.

Panicked residents are fleeing
the area and shopkeepers and
businessmen are shifting their
establishments.

About 200 launches from south-
ern districts touch the terminal and
over 20,000 passengers use it daily.

Islamic alliance
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attack on Afghanistan's hardline
Islamic Taliban rulers who shelter
bin Laden has thrust his Muslim
nation of 140 million people into the
frontline of Washington's war on
terrorism.

In a second day of protests in the
southern city of Karachi yesterday
hundreds of demonstrators burned
effigies of Musharraf and US
President George W Bush.

At a similar demonstration yes-
terday in Peshawar, the capital of
the Northwest Frontier Province that
is a hotbed of support for bin Laden
and the Taliban, protesters burned
American flags.

"Bush can't get Osama alive. If
the United States dares, it should
send ground forces into Pakistan
instead of sending missiles into
Afghanistan," Abdul Latif, one of the
protest leaders, told a crowd of
some 1,200 people.

"America can't conquer
Afghanistan, even in a hundred
years," he warned.

Several smaller protests also
have been held in other cities in
Pakistan.

In his address Musharraf was
expected to promise never to com-
promise on the sovereignty and
national security of Pakistan, but tell
his countrymen that they must unite
in the war against terrorism, said the
government officials.

AL's 5-year rule golden era
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He told the meeting, "I'm on the
move. | am seeking vote all 300
party candidates. That's why, I'm
unable to go door to door in your
area and seek vote for myself.
Today, I'm giving you the responsi-
bility to campaign for me. You vote
for me, I'll make Pirganj a municipal-
ity, supply power to all villages and
develop road communications."

In Pirgang, Hasina addressed
rallies at Kishorgari, Jamtoli,
Khejmotpur, Jumapara, Dhaperhat,
Laldighi Melarhat, Chotrahat,
Sannashibazar, Khalashpir,
Vendabari, Mirzapur and Boro
Dargan.

Hasina stood in an open-roof
jeep to wave two hands to thou-
sands of her admires who were
standing for hours on both sides of
roads in Pirganj, where she traveled
about 50 kilometres. Arches were
erected atmany places.

Women with minor children in
their laps outnumbered men all
along the roads. They waved fes-
toons and raised full-throated
slogans in favour of AL's election
symbol 'boat'.

She began her days programme

by offering fateha at the shrine of Pir
Ismail Gazi at Boro Dargah in
Pirgan;.

As she reached Fatehpur, the
village wore a festive look. People
rushed towards her motorcade to
have a glimpse of Hasina, calling

her, 'Hamar Badhumata' (our
daughter-in-law).
Hasina inquired about their

wellbeing, asking them in local
dialect'tomra sabai kanka achhen
bahe' (how are you all).

For Hasina, who visited her-in-
laws house after five years yester-
day, it was a great congregation
where she met all the family mem-
bers of her scientist husband, Dr
Wazed Ali Mia. However, her hus-
band did notaccompany her.

Moulana Khaleq, the eldest
brother of Dr Wazed, told this corre-
spondent, "I'm very happy today
that my sister-in-law came to see
us."

Briefly addressing several thou-
sand people at the courtyard, an
emotion charged Hasina said, "I
used in come here regularly at least
once in a year to see my mother-in-
law. But since her death, | did not
come so frequently”.

Her in-laws prepared varieties of
food items including traditional
pithas (cakes) for Hasina but for
security restriction she could not
take most of delicious items as
those were not previously checked.
She took bread made of rice flour
and vegetables.

The AL chief travelled to remote
places of the northern districts.
Everywhere people in their thou-
sands thronged her meeting ven-
ues.

At the rallies, the AL chief
renewed her pledges that if voted to
power, her party would make female
education free up to degree-level,
supply power to all villages and
nationalise all registered private
schools and madrassahs.

She also addressed rallies at
Rangpur town, Lalmonirhat,
Kurigram and Gangachhara last
night.

On the last day today of her three
day tour of northern districts, Hasina
will address meetings at different
places in Gaibandha, Bogra and
Sirajganj district.

She is scheduled to reach Dhaka
by road Friday morning.

Pre-election clashes: 3 killed
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Later in the evening, the BNP activ-
ists put up barricades on the road
and attacked the motorcade of
Rafiqul Anwar who went there for
electioneering.

In the attack, the BNP activists
reportedly set ablaze two trucks and
damaged four Jeeps (locally known
as Chander Gari) and one private
car. Several rounds of shots were
also fired, leaving two persons
injured.

During the attack Rafiqul Anwar
took refuge at Dantmara police
camp.

Our Feni Correspondent says: At
least 10 people were injured in a
clash between AL and BNP activists
at village Nairajpur in Sadar upazila
yesterday.

The clash ensued when AL
activists attacked a BNP election

camp atthe village.

Of the bullet injured, Saiful, 22,
Nurul Huda, 32, Abul Bashar, 45,
and Ayub Khan, 40, were admitted
to sadar hospital.

In Rangamati, six people were
injured in a clash between Awami
League and BNP supporters at
Omda Miah Hilly area of the town
yesterday noon.

Witnesses said rivals traded
gunfire during the hour-long clash.
Police intervened and opened blank
fires to disperse them.

Five of the injured were identified
as Mamun, 22, Zahir Ahmed, 25,
Manik, 23, Helal, 25, and Ayub.

In Pabna, armed terrorists yes-
terday opened gunfire targeting the
vehicle of former state minister for
information and AL candidate from
Pabna-1 Prof Abu Sayeed at
Jashobanta Dulia of Santhia upazila

butnone was hurt.

Prof Sayeed told newsmen that
10-12 terrorists laid an ambush at
the area and opened fire at about 4
pm when he was returning from
Khetupara of the upazila after
addressing an election meeting
there.

Hearing the gunshots, local
people rushed to the spot but the
hoodlums fled the scene leaving a
bullet-loaded firearm.

The firearm was handed over to
police.

Prof Sayeed said the attack was
aimed to kill him. He blamed JCD
men for the attack.

In Magura, some 20 people were
injured, eight critically, in a violent
clash between Awami League and
BNP supporters in Mohammadpur
upazila here yesterday.

People will bury AL:
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Describing "sheaf of paddy" as the
symbol of Shaheed Zia (late presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman) and peace,
development and production, she
urged the people to vote for her
party to enable it to carry on the
development programmes initiated
by Zia and the BNP government to
improve theirlot.

"Vote for us if you (people) want
peace, stability, rule of law, security
of life and property, education for
your children and development of
your beloved country," she said.
"There is no alternative to BNP to
ensure welfare of the people and
development.”

The former prime minister said
AL does not believe in democracy,
religious rites, freedom of expres-
sion and independence of the
judiciary. It only resorts to terrorism
an corruption.

About her party's election mani-
festo, she said if voted to power,
BNP would first eliminate terrorism
and check corruption. It would
increase Jatiya Sangsad seats to
500 from 300 and increase reserve
seats for women and introduce
direct election to those. Her party
would expand the Food for
Education programme throughout
the country, nationalise all non-
government primary schools,
introduce free education for girls up
to 12th class and increase govern-
ment contribution to salary of teach-
ers of non-government educational
institutions to 100 per cent from 80
percent now.

She said farmers would be given
special facilities. She assured that
her party would reduce prices of
fertiliser, seeds, diesel and other
agricultural inputs.

Later, Khaleda proceeded to
Netrokona, Kishoreganj and
Narsingdi districts and addressed
over a dozen of election meetings
and wayside rallies, seeking vote
for "sheaf of paddy" and nominees
ofthe alliance.

On her way to Netrokona,
Khaleda addressed a brief rally at
Shyamganj Mohon Road. She
introduced party nominee AFM
Nazmul Huda for Mymensingh-3
seat and Dr Mohammad Ali for
Purbadhola-Dhobaura seat in
Netrokona.

Thousands of people carrying
"sheaf of paddy" in their hands
turned up on the road to greet the
BNP chief with slogans and
clappings when she entered
Netrokona town. Traffic came to a
halt and large number of people
were seen on rooftops of houses,
commercial buildings educational
institutions and also on trees
nearby. All chanted slogans like "go
ahead Khaleda Zia, we are with
you."

All roads in the town were
crowded. Activists danced with
drum beats at different road cross-
ings as people in group processions
moved to the meeting venue.

Addressing the mammoth elec-
tion meeting at Moktarpara play-
ground in the district town, she said
people will certainly reject Awami
League in the coming polls because
it repressed them, resorted to
terrorism and corruption, killed
thousands of people, threw thou-
sands injail, grabbed people's lands
and property and plundered public
wealth during its five-year rule. The
meeting was organised in favour of
Abu Abbas, candidate for
Netrokona-2 seat.

Khaleda

She told the massive gathering
that the fate of the nation and the
country depends on right decision of
the people on October 1. " | appeal
to you all to take the right decision
this time and not to throw the coun-
try in the dark again. Vote for us and
we will give you a bright future and a
prosperous country."

At the meeting, local candidates
put forward a number of demands to
Khaleda and urged her to give
assurance before the voters that
those would be met. But she
refrained from making any commit-
ment and said, "l will not give you
any commitment now because itis a
violation of election code of conduct.
We will certainly meet those
demands if we go to power. Your
leaders have given the demands in
writing and | am keeping those
carefully. We hope to start realising
those after the voting."

The BNP chief introduced party
candidates M A Karim, Abu Abbas,
Lutfuzzaman Babar and Nurul Amin
Talukder for Netrokona-1, 2, 3 and 4
seats respectively.

The election meetings were also
attended and addressed by central
and local leaders of alliance compo-
nents Jamaat-e-islami, Jatiya Party
(N-F) and Islami Oikya Jote.
Khaleda Zia asked all leaders and
activists of the component parties to
work together and ensure landslide
victory of alliance nominees in
greater Mymensingh.

The BNP Chairperson is due to
go for a three-day electioneering in
the country's northern region from
today, in Sylhet region on Sept 23-
24 and in Bhola on Sept 25-26.

US wants Dhaka
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tion."

The US envoy talked at length
about issues ranging from terrorist
havens in the region to democracy
in Bangladesh and from gas export
to facilities.

Peters, however, sidestepped
any comment on her government's
request for use of Bangladesh's
airspace and other key facilities
should there be any strike on
Afghanistan and other terrorist
havens in the region, as reported in
The Daily Star the day before. "I
have seen the reports. | cannot
comment to the press on those
reports because it does contain
privileged communication."

She also declined to make a
direct comment when asked
whether there was any timeframe
for Dhaka to respond to the US
request. "l cannot getinto this in any
way becauseitis privileged. | am not
going to comment on what we saw
in the papers as | said we are defi-
nitely looking for support of our
friends including Bangladesh."

However, she affirmed that the
USis "certainly forming a coalition of
friends".

"It (the coalition) will contain all
countries of goodwill whose people
were horrified by the events of last
Tuesday (September 11). | see the
coalition, as a multi-pronged coali-
tion. Certainly military action is a
possibility. President Bush has not
precluded that possibility.

"When we talk of a coalition, it is
certainly not military alone; it
includes diplomatic, political and
cultural efforts. When | talk of a
coalition, it will be very broad based.

"Bangladesh is a friend of the
United States. And we will be hoping
that Bangladesh will stand on our
side during these terrible times. |

have no reason to think that
Bangladesh will not share our
sentiment."

She extended condolences to
those in Bangladesh who had lost
friends and loved ones in New York.
"People of many nationalities per-
ished. | hear that 50 Bangladeshis
died in that building."

Peters was quick to add that it
was not the only reason why her
country "will be relying on the friend-
ship of Bangladesh in the coming
weeks, months and years".

"It is because Bangladesh is a
democratic country, a moderate
country, a country of caring people,
of humanitarian and humane tradi-
tions and of civilised traditions.

"So even if there have not been
any Bangladeshi nationals in the
World Trade Centre, | would still
expect the friendship of
Bangladesh, because | have been
here for quite a while now. | know
their expressions of grief were
sincere.

"l know these because of the
hundreds of letters | have received. |
am grateful for the expressions of
support from the caretaker govern-
ment and the political parties.

"You might have noticed that the
president of the Awami League and,
since the chairperson was out of
town, the secretary-general of the
BNP met me. Both of them handed
to me letters to President Bush,
letters of condolences in the stron-
gest terms and expressing
Bangladesh's friendship and sup-
port."

Speaking on terrorism, she said, "It
is no accident that the major coun-
tries that sponsor terrorism could
not by any stretch of imagination are
functioning as a democratic country.
And that is no coincidence. There is
a link here behind the very close
relationship we enjoy with
Bangladesh now. It is because
Bangladesh is a democratic coun-
try. We certainly had good relations
or 'correct relations' with other forms
of government but we really prefer
to be friends of only democracies, to
befrank."

Elections

"Bangladesh had three success-
ful elections. | cannot see any
reason why Bangladesh cannot
have a third free and fair elections.
We want the elections because we
wish Bangladesh well. And we want
the elections to be free, fair, trans-

parentand peaceful.

"l want the elections now more
than aweek ago. | wantto be here in
Bangladesh working to solve the
global terrorism problems. It is good
to work for a government that enjoys
the confidence of the people in a
free and fair election.”

Whether Bangladesh

harbour terrorists

"Bangladesh is a moderate
Muslim country. It is not known to
harbour any known group of terror-
ists. My feeling is that in the present
globalised world, we have travel
opportunities. Being what they are,
terrorist activities are being put in
place anywhere, but this is different
from harbouring terrorists, which
certainly Bangladesh does notdo."
Bangladesh dilemma

Asked if before offering facilities
Bangladesh may face a dilemma
because it is bordered by India,
Myanmar and neighbouring China,
she replied, "Yes, but it is a hypo-
thetical dilemma at this point in
time."

Compensation

Asked if Bangladesh joined the
coalition efforts and offers its facili-
ties, would it be offered any com-
pensation Peters replied, "This is
really too speculative. We see this
as a common effort. What particular
kinds of assistance will be sought or
offered or what particular help the
US will give, | do not know. As you
know that the US has provided
substantial development assistance
toBangladesh."

Carter and robust role of
opposition

"Former President Carter, when
he was here, spoke with the care-
taker government and the leaders of
the parties to reach an agreement to
discourage violence. He reached an
agreement that no hartals will take
place and a more robust role for the
opposition.

"Neither of the two major political
parties wants to think about being in
the opposition. And that is natural.
Everybody wants to focus on the
coming elections, which is their
natural right.

"But | want to emphasise that
these (were) the major points that
the leaders agreed (during the
Carter visit) that after the elections,
there should be a dignified and
serious role for the opposition which
has alot to contribute to the future of
Bangladesh.

"In the meantime, | remain confi-
dent that Bangladesh will hold the
elections peacefully. From my
contacts with the parties, | have the
impression that they have acknowl-
edged (the Carter plan).

International and domes-

tic observers

"We also look forward to a robust
presence of domestic observers.
Domestic observation is being
practised in the world. In the last
Indonesian elections (1999), there
were several thousand domestic
observers."

Who will win?

Asked about her assessment as
to which party will win the polls, the
ambassador laughed heartily and
replied, "You really think | would
answer this question. The parties
are focused on winning now. | don't
think | will answer that. | think | will
answer that on October 2."

Will the opposition accept
the results?

"If the elections are reasonably
free and fair, and | expect it to be.
There is a popular feeling through-
out Bangladesh that if the elections
are free and fair the results will be
accepted.

"Another element will be the
observers international and
domestic who will be able to com-
ment on the procedures and to
report some irregularities, if there
are any irregularities. That is
another element.

"But | do not want to forget the
people of Bangladesh. In the end
the leaders of all major parties will
accept the position of the people."

Mullah Omar offers talks
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baned fighters will face the full wrath
ofthe world's most modern army.

Pakistan is one of only three
countries to recognise the Taliban
government and was a key creator
and backer of the purist Islamic
movement when it seized most of
the country in the mid-1990s.

But their ties may be fraying
as Pakistan's military ruler,
President Pervez Musharraf, has
promised full cooperation with the
United States.

Omar called on Washington for
restraint, just hours after Taliban
Interior Minister Mullah Abdul
Razzaq, quoted by AlP, said people
across Afghanistan were preparing
for jihad (holy war) and urged volun-
teers to register their names with
authorities in case of need.

"We appeal to the US govern-
ment to exercise complete
patience," Omar said.

"We want America to gather
complete information and find the
culprits," he said.

"We assure the whole world that
neither Osama nor anyone else can
use Afghan territory against any-
one," he was quoted as saying.

But AFP from Moscow adds:
Osama bin Laden is still hiding in his

south Afghan base of Kandahar, a
spokesman for the Russian border
guards that patrol the Afghan-Tajik

EC: Khaleda
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general of his faction of Jatiya Party.

Awami League's Joynal Hazari
(Feni-2) who is absconding to avoid
arrest was also issued the warning
letter.

Other AL candidates who were
given the warning letters included
Dhirendra Devnath Shambhu
(Barguna-1), Zinatun Nesa
Talukdar (Rajshahi-3), Tajul Islam
Faruk (Rajshahi-4), Golam
Mohiuddin (Manikganj-2), Kazi
Igbal Hossain (Laxmipur-3) and
Principal Matiur Rahman
(Mymensingh-4).

The BNP leaders who got the
warning were Khandakar
Mahbubuddin Ahmed (Dhaka-9),
Mizanur Rahman Minu (Rajshahi-
2), Nurul Islam Moni (Barguna-2),
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Annie
(Laxmipur-3), Shahjahan Mian
(Nawabganj-1) and Syed Manzur
Hossain (Nawabganj-2).

Jamaat candidate Maulana
Abdus Sobhan (Pabna-5) and
JSD's Ziaul Kabir (Barguna-1) were
also issued the warning notices.

Earlier, similar warning letters
were sent to BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia, former minister
Mohammad Nasim and Deputy
Speaker ProfAliAshraf.

said yesterday.

"According to the information
available to the border guards,
Laden is in Kandahar," Sergei
lvashenko said, as quoted by the
Interfax news agency.

"If the United States launches
punitive strikes against his head-
quarters, he will hide (elsewhere) in
southern Afghanistan," he added.

Moscow has agreed to share all
intelligence information concerning
bin Laden's whereabouts with the
United States.

The head of the Russian secret
services (FSB, ex-KGB), Nikolai
Patrushev, said Saturday that he
knew where bin Laden was hiding
prior to the September 11 attacks on
the United States, but believed that
the Saudi-born militant has since
moved to another location.
Kandahar is one of the main strong-
hold of the Taliban Islamist militia
which controls 90 per cent of
Afghanistan.

Bin Laden is said to have a house
there, as does Taliban leader Mullah
Muhammad Omar.

Moscow has given implicit
support to US reprisal attacks
against suspected terrorist bases
in Afghanistan, but has said it
would not fight alongside
Washington.

Sugarcane
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Hossain Mondal led the delegation.

The BSIDF said that if the gov-
ernment could increase the volume
of official sugar import from 2.5 lakh
MT to 5-6 lakh MT and fix the selling
price at Tk 23 per kilogram, the
smuggled sugar would automati-
cally lose its price advantage in the
Bangladesh market. The govern-
ment would earn more revenues as
well.

Due to flawed supply system and
long-continued negligence to the
sugar industry, consumers in
Bangladesh have to buy sugar at Tk
34 per kilogram, while its interna-
tional market price is only Tk 14 to
15, and the price in India around Tk
16to 17, the experts pointed out.

Currently, 15 mills in the country
are producing roughly one lakh to
1.25 lakh MT of sugar a year, which
is only half their full capacity.

Modernisation of the mills and
their increased access to sugar-
canes for crushing would enable the
country to produce at least 2.5 lakh
MT of sugarlocally.

Sugarcane producers often tend
to sell their produces to molasses
producers instead of the mills owing
tolow prices.

The BSIDF also recommended
that state-of-the-art technology like

industry

STP (spaced transplantation) be
adopted immediately to enable
farmers to produce more sugarcane
inless areas of land.

Even the most conservative
estimate shows that consumption of
sugar by per person a year stands at
eight kilograms. And the domestic
demand for sugar stands at around
one million MT, said M Yasin Ali, ex-
director general of Bangladesh
Sugarcane Research Institute
(BSRI).

The country's economy would be
benefited in the long run, if the sugar
consumption was met mostly by the
enhanced domestic production, Ali
said.

Army deployment
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at Louhaganj College, said, "We are
here to assist the local administra-
tion in maintaining law and order
before and after the election".

He said they are ready to assist
law enforcers in recovery of illegal
arms and arrest of terrorists. "But we
are yetto get any plan for this".

Charkawya, Mollakandi, Adara,
Bangla Bazar and Sheloy unions
are the most trouble-prone areas in
the district where several persons
have so far been killed and many
injured in polls-related violence.
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