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"Putuler Itikatha™ questions the institution of marriage
Adaptation of Ibsen's "A Doll's House" by Kamaluddin Nilu at Guide House

FAYzA HAQ

BOUT "Putuler ltikatha,"
recently staged at the Guide
House, Kamaluddin Nilu the
director and translator, says, "In it
one of the major issues is question-
ing the institution of marriage based
on an unequal relationship between
a man and woman and the lack of
openness and trust. This is based

Nora's individual freedom is not
presented as a goal in itself in the
text, rather it is presented as pre-
requisite for her self-development
and her ability to be something for
others."

Kamaluddin Nilu continues to
say, "During the development of the
dramatic action, 'Putuler lItikatha'
becomes increasingly optimistic in
terms of the possibility that marriage

Tehmina Sharif and Munir Ahmed in a scene from "Putuler Itikatha"

on Henrik Ibsen's most complicated
play 'A Doll's House'. My interpreta-
tion is motivated by two main fac-
tors: firstly, in addition to the main
action describing the development
in the relationship between Torvald
Helmer and Nora and ending with
Nora leaving the home for self-
reflection in the real world. There is
next the other action line in the play
dealing with the development of
another man-woman relationship,
i.e. between Nils Krogstad and
Kristine Linde. In contrast to the
relationship between Torvald
Helmer and Nora, which moves
from union to separation, is this
relationship between Nils Krogstad
and Kristine emerges from a real
life situation, where both parties
have their own individuality and
where actions of the past are
expressed openly and accepted by
the other party as a fact of life.
Secondly, Nora's statements in the
dialogue with Torvald in the end of
the third act deal with how their
relationship comes short of a real
marriage, and Nora does, as | read
the text, not say anything that
should indicate that she has
become opposed to marriage as

can be a positive social institution.
This is partly achieved through a
strong directorial action line in
connection with the dialogue
between Nils Krogstad and Kristine
Linde, ending with Kristine's mono-
logue in which she expresses
happiness and excitement for their
reunion and their new life. The
optimistic flavour of the production
is further seen in a new scene that |
have added after Nora has left. In
this epilogue, Helmer is standing
extreme down stage right, beside
the big circular chair, that previously
in the play has been reserved solely
for Nora, and the scene is present-
ing Helmer's illusion as he starts to
realize that he had kept Nora as a
caged bird and to dream about the
possibility that Nora may come
back."

Kamaluddin Nilu adds, "In con-
trast to Centre for Asian Theatre
(CAT)'s earlier Ibsen productions, it
has not been considered necessary
to adapt the play because it takes up
issues that are of universal rele-
vance, relatively unbound by time
and space. However, in order to
communicate more easily with all
sections of the audience about

Itikatha' has been made as an
experimental and non-realistic
production with a combination of
dialogue, music and movement,
The non-realistic approach has also
been chosen in order to avoid an
impression among the audience
that issues dealt with in the play are
relevant only in a particular setting.
The aim has been to communicate
with a broad audience through the
creation of a linguistic group. The
non-realistic approach is also
manifested through the frequent
movement of the characters during
the dialogue. This movement is
breaking the monotony of the dia-
logue and is expected to facilitate
communication with the audience
as their attention is thus more easily
maintained.

He adds, "Black and white are
used for the set as well as for the
properties. This serves to underline
the many important conflicts and
contrasts in the play: the norms and
values of society (as expressed
though Helmer) in contrast to the
individual quest for freedom (repre-
sented by Nora), the opposing ideal
female characters as represented
by Kristine Linde and Nora, the
incompatibility between Nora -
Helmer relationship as well as
fundamental dichotomies as free/

chained, open/hiding, human
being/puppet.”
He concludes, "Lights and

shadows are used interchangeably
throughout the entire production in
order to underline the development
of action lines and the psychological
situation of the characters. The
shadows also serve to express a
central issue in the play, notably the
dark and hidden. The black shawl is
used in the third act as a metaphor
for the marriage relationship. A
small girl in the prologue may stand
for Nora's childhood as well as for
her own children. When the girl
gives the tambourine to Nora, it
should be understood as a symbolic
act, implying that the new genera-
tion also suffers under the prevailing
man-woman relationship and is
encouraging Nora to become free."
Talking to the actors, one gathers
that they enjoyed their roles
intensely and were acting for the
pure pleasure of acting. Rokeya
Rafique, a fairly senior artiste who
played the role of Kristine Linde, had
taken part in four plays by Ibsen ,
having been on stage since '79. The
four Norwegian plays include "The
Enemy of the People", "Wild Duck"
and "Peer Chan". She has acted in
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The pensive fn;od underlying the theme of the play

part in many folk productions and
she most enjoyed performing in
"Taal Patar Shepai" and "Golab
Jaan."

Rokeya says, "In my family I'm
the only one who has opted for the
stage but there are no objections
from the home front. My sister used
to act too at one time, but now she is
overseas. | was not with any theatre
institution but was on stage since |
was 19. | have worked occasionally
on TV some years back such as in
Nazrul Islam's 'Mrittu Khudha'. The
plays are so well rehearsed that
during the preparations the dialogue
gets established in my mind and I'm
quite confident when | appear
before the audience. However,
there is a pressure on the night of
the premiere, because then we
actually face the audience and
should be able to communicate with
the viewers' nuances. Everyday we

ent. With Kamaluddin Nilu, in partic-
ular, my interactions are superb. He
gives us all a lot of his time without
which a play cannot be a success."

Talking about the role of Kristine
Linde, Rokeya says," She is very
realistic. She picks up only those
emotions of life which are necessary
and good for everybody. She helps
Nora in many ways when she is in
the fatal crisis, and tries her best to
save Nora from the man who was
threatening her with blackmail
regarding the money that she
borrowed when her husband had
been ill. She has a positive impact
on the heroine."

Tahmina Sharif, who played the
lead role of Nora says," | was a
student at Theatre School and then
worked with 'Nagorik Natangan' and
now work with CAT for two years.
Among the plays that I've done are
‘Janatar Rangashala', 'Shoroma’,

I've enjoyed all the roles. We have
no problems as regards the financial
backing as that is not our headache.
What we get, i.e. Tk 3,000 is enough
for our transport fare and we regard
acting as a passion. My parents
don't approve of my acting but my
husband, Mohammed Salim, who
has an audio-visual firm, has no
objections.

" Nora is a simple young woman
who loves her husband enormously
and wants to help him in every way.
But she has no freedom of thought
and this is where the problem
begins. | enjoyed all the sequences
and coming to CAT I've learnt that
acting is something to be enjoyed
and it is not all 'acting for acting's
sake'. My colleagues are wonderful
to be and work with, and they are all
punctual and hard working. We
used to rehearse from 9am to 5pm
regularly for two months and just
before the premiere we would
practice till midnight."

Kazi Anisul Haque, who played
the part of Helmer says, "l have
acted before in 'Raja' and there too |
was anti-hero. | was earlier with the
group 'Unoshilonashi' acting in
plays like 'Edeshy Edeshy', 'Shat
Ghater Kanakori'. | was with another
group 'Nandonik Nattya
Shompraday' which produced
'Sultaner Shunduritey' and finally |
joined CAT, | have performed in
'‘Bikrmaborshi' by Kalidas. | have
taken part in about a dozen plays
comprising of ten years . In 'Putuler
ltikatha' | liked those sequences
best in which | had the best interac-
tion with my co-players."

Anis says," My family used to
object to my being an actor in the
beginning but now they have got
used to the fact that I'm a full time

actor with CAT.l feel | can prove
myself on the stage. | enjoy playing
the anti-hero parts which the direc-
tors have chosen for me going by
my acting pattern, my body line and
movements. | originally graduated
from the Edward Vishwabidalay
College. Next | did a few workshops
on drama, in the process of which |
got selected by Kamaluddin Nilu,
and with him | have a teacher-
student relationship. We do face
problems such as our income is not
enough and we have to be basically
supported by our families. Yes,
performing at the Guide House is
not as pleasant as our experience at
the National Museum but the thea-
tre hall conditions are out of our
reach. Yes, there is 'channel' TV
today, but there is a choice group
who pay to come to the theatre. |
have done some work for the TV too
but | prefer the stage."

Shakil, who acted as Nils
Krogstad, who appeared like a
mysterious and evil man who
repeatedly disturbed Nora, said "I
play Kristine's early lover, and an old
friend of Torvald Helmer, who later
disowns him. When Nora needs
money for her husband, | had lent
the amountto heroninterest. ltwas
agreed that she would not inform
her husband of this arrangement but
would pay me off timely. "

The play "Putuler ltikatha" is a
remarkable Bangla version of "A
Doll's House", with the inclusion of
dance and music to keep the audi-
ence fascinated by the moves and
musical notes, and just not the vital
dialogue contained in the body of
the play.
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A cavorting dance sequence from the p y with thesish of silks and tap of

New German Film

Festival

On the inaugural day of the week-
long festival of New German
Cinema celebrating the 50th
anniversary of Goethe-Institut in
Germany and 40th anniversary of
Goethe-Institut in Bangladesh ,
Zahir Raihan Film Society and
Goethe-Institut Dhaka will screen
three films today: "Effi Briest", "Left-
Handed Woman" and "Rosa
Luxembury". Venue: Goethe-
Institut Dhaka, Road No 9,
Dhanmondi. Time: 3.30 pm, 5.45
pm,and7.45 pmrespectively.

Duhshomoy: The
Rape and Death of
Shima Chowdhury

‘Duhshomoy', a documentary video
by Yasmine Kabir will be shown at
the Liberation War Museum on
June9at5:00 p.m.

Adiscussion on the film and the
case (including Yasmin who was
raped and murdered in Dinajpur)
will follow the film show.

Calligraphy

Acalligraphy exhibition by 10 artists
is being held at the NAtional
Museum Lobby.

The exhibition will continue
everyday from 10:00 a.m to 5:00
p.m.till June 13.

Group Exhibition

A group exhibition by six front
ranking artists of the country will
start at the Bengal Gallery from
June8.

The artists are - Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammed Kibria, Kazi Giasuddin,
Monirul Islam, Shahid Kabir and
Shahabuddin.

Publication ceremony
The launching ceremony of
Duswapner Khama Nei by poet
Bely Shamsunnahar will be held at
Biswa Sahitya Kendra on June 7 at
4 pm. The ceremony will be
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