TR R

p———

DR Tuisby Just 5, 200

—

e - _"::; £ AR
' Sy ‘,. .
i = i g

i~

g .fﬂ' *
‘;.

L

e .l' ".._ -
s e VTR

T i
- A
.

¥
-
A

’ - 1
RS e =
#

"N

y L

i
3 i_
P

¥

‘l"

-'. _'

L o " . I
NVl € §« Ro0)d

4 3
’}.-

" i b Ay o
T8 et N
¥ .y
g :
o "

. TS . -

r —- - S 4 ; . = A —h-‘h-.-_ ¥ g
R} < 2 ¥ < . Ry o dhe
3 . : | . y e
‘ - S i . = - —- —_— A 2 .

e

The Daily Star |

wo) CONN

€& Department of Environment
‘Ministry of Environment and Forest Gowt. of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

CT with the World Wide Web of Life

5

'Y World Environment Day 5June 2001 |

BTIICE W T &1 | @ 97 oy sifara= ferem afesms
“frN SR 2R N 9IS @R -
| P TR s ey sz fersdr Ame Ay 9ae
WSS AN It Wiy = 37

FETH QA “ifarre STHEe TIA | RS YO, NIRRT

| (A g O T

Ay, ST SIvfe, MR Twel 3%, erEmEeR WY,

TFIEel oM e @R ¢faree ¢ AfSErr s
FAITSSI 78 IR | 9 (FIHE (0IH3 SR VYT [y
Sy 9% FI JFIESIR @RI e A | 9 7ew [y
WRHIOF FATSTIA JFHHS ATFT 4 SECR 932 GG
IVIAHS F0F) G @ [ 18 I3 5rEs |

R fory stfareet et Svaer hydla siffe seen st 32fz |

fAsTA=IfS AT SIETw
B S

¥ SILGTSH AT »

State Minister
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MESSAGE

Today is the 5" June, "The World Environment Day*, and the theme this year is
"Connect with the World Wide Web of Live®.

We have only one globe to live. Life is a beautiful miracle and we are bestowed
with life to live on the earth. The earth is magnificently endowed in its entertaini
prospects, in its countless vanety of lives and species, bounteous vegetation
plantabon, contrast of nature in its awful fu beneficence, in hidden resources,
challenges and human progress and in ical equilibnum that sustain the abode
of all. :'nahndeedle these together, bounded to each other, make this earth beautiful and
susta :

Environment have not been a major concem until recent decades. From the year
1900, the world population of 1.65 billion has jumped to more than 6 billion in the
year 2000 in course of only one hundred years. It is no longer possible to avoid
smog, smoke, air pollution, water deterioration, depletion of forest resources,
environment degradation and mass of waste that we create in different forms-
solid, iquid or gaseous.

Today, environment is a global concern. Every individual and nation has the

fundamental ethical responsibility to respect nature and care for the earth, protecting
its ife support systems and biodiversity and caring for the needs of other countries
and future generations.

Indeed, everyone in this world has a right to clean air, safe water, productive soil
and to the conservation of the natural, scenic, historic, recreational, esthetic and
economic values of the environment. We have entered the twenty first century and
are faced with the greatest challenge. The is the seff-conscious, intelligent
management of the Earth, its resources, fauna and flora and to strike a balance
between human development, human consumption and environment. This also
involves evolving a environment-friendly legal system superseding suicidal and
unbndied economic consideration.

We are extremely lucky. In the vast Universe, we are the only ones who have life
and proved 1o be the most intelligent, stable and adjustable. We have the ultimate
duty to bequeath a livable home to our children. We talk of human rights. The
Earth’s right to exist is only a logical extension of the concept of human rights.
The most beautiful object that we may have seen in our lives is the photograph of
the Planet Mother Earth, seen from a distance, hanging in space, vibranfly alive.
The blue sphere is unique among all the planets in our solar system. And it must

ve.
The democratic Government of Bangladesh is conscious of what ought to be done.
Our Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is spearheading the campaign to save the
environment. This is the best of time that world over, everyone has become
conscious and active. This is also the worst of time that we are already at the
recipice and the pendulum may swing either way to decline or to progress. We
lieve, under the dynamic leadership of Sheikh Hasina, we shall win the race.

Habibun Nabi Ashequr Rahman
State Minister
Ministry of Environment and Forest

World Environment Day 2001 and
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insecticides, checking their indiscriminate
use and coordinating with the Plani
Protection t toward their imited
and logical use; Undertaking studies on
vanous issues related lo environment for
laking measures loward conservation of
environment and preparing recommen-
dations, elc.; Formulation and implemen-
tation of various projects related to
environment, Undertaking programmes
loward implementing the commitments of
vanous intemational conventions, protocols
and lreaties signed by Bangladesh; elc.
Besides, the 'Save-the-Buriganga
Movement' currently undertaken
exiensively, has been the outcome of the
intiatives of the Depariment of Environment.
Conservation of Environment is a
continuous process. Responsibility of
conservalion and upgradation of the
environment does not lie solely upon the
government. The general masses of the
people have also their inseparable share in
such a tremendous responsibility. All of us
need lo share it equally with equal spirit and
Oedication. We need 1o work unitedly. We

need lo have a constant vigil 50 thal our
activities do not pollute the rivers and other
walerbodies and wellands and also that
various lownships grow up in an
environment-fnendly way. Responsibilities
of all of us should ge lo save the country
and the people from the poliution through
black smokes and various wastes, to ensure
equitable utihzation of natural resources
through curbing shrinkage of the forest
resources and through their upliftment and,
on the whole, lo keep the process of
sustainable development of the country on
d continuous basis through upholding the
environment. It is needless to mention here
that it is the environment-friendly
development that could bring sustained
benefit lo our country. Keeping the challenge
by the twenty-first century in view,
1 us re-dedicale ourselves 1o the cause of
protection and well-being of the environment
loward ensuring clean and favourable
conditions of living for the up-coming
generations and, thus, realise the goal of
the theme : "CONNECT with the World
Wide Web of Life’.

CONNECT with the World
Wide Web of Life

- World Environment Day 2001 and

En.ironment has been among the most
talked-about issue in the international
agenda. It is mainly due to the fact thal
continued degradation of the environment
has caused peril to the global biosphere.
Environmentalists, since long, have been
trying 10 bring this issue to the notice of
wong leaders. Their endeavour cama to
bear fruils through the United Nations
Conference on Human Environment held at
Stockholm, the capital city of Sweden, in
1972. The Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit of
1992 made such endeavour slill
strengthened and imparted dynamism to it.
The United Nations Conference on Human
Environment had taken a number of
decisions toward conserving the world
environment and its development.
Observance of 5 June each year as the
Worid Environment Day has been among
the significant outcomes of the Conference,
Bangladesh, in solidarity with the other
countries of the world, has been observing
this Day and, through it, strengthening her
association with the world community on a
continued basis.
The World Environment Day bears a special
theme as determined by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) toward its
observance each year. The theme of this
r's World Environment Day celebrations
as been “CONNECT with the World
Wide Web of Life" which is closely linked
lo the state of contemporary world
environment. Life-systems and environment
complement each other toward sustenance
of the global biosphere. Healthy
environment is a prerequisite to better living.
Environment is intimalely related to every
component of the global life-systems.
Humanbeings, animals and birds, plants
and vegelation, elc, are the components of
the ‘World Wide Web of Life’. These
components, for their sustenance, depend,
on the one hand, upon themselves and also
on the non-living components of the
environment, such as, waler, air and soil,
on the other. As a whole, each of the living,
and non-living components of the
environment plays a decisive role in
ensuring healthy and continued flow of the
life-system throughout the world.
Degradation of any of these environmental
components is bound lo cause disruption
to the enlire global biosphere.
The theme of this year's World Environment
Day is dedicated toward keeping the global
‘Web of Life’ intact and unhindered. The
sphere of responsibilities of the human race
as the most active component of the ‘World
Wide Web of Life’ is unlimited toward
realizing this aim. It is the human race itself
which explores, harnesses and utilizes all
the living and non-living resources of the
environment to meet its own developmental
needs. Such needs of the human race can
only be met by an intact and unhindered
‘World Wide Web of Life". In this conlest,
this year's observance of the World
Environment Day has been among the
global means loward reassuring by the
human race to ensure the process of
sustainable development through
sustainable utilization of all the
environmental resources.
Under the leadership of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the Father of the
Nation, programme toward upholding the
environmenl was undertaken immediately
following the United Nations Conference on
Human Environment. Water Pollution
Control Ordinance, 1973 was promulgated
and a project was undertaken toward
controlling water pollution. Later, in 1977, a
project on Environment Pollution Control
was undertaken keeping the overall
environment in view lhrou?h promulgation
of the Environment Pollution Control
Ordinance and constituting the Environment
Pollution Control Cell. This Cell and the
project, as follow-up of the recommendation
of the Administrative Reform Commitiee,
were merged together into the Environment
Pollution Control Department in 1985 with
a manpower of 70. In 1989, with the creation
of a separate Ministry of Environment and
Forest, the Department of Environment
Pollution Control was re-nomenclatured as
the Department of Environment with an
enhanced manpower of 173,
Viewing the Bangladesh perspectives vis-
a-vis the contemporary world, it becomes
dapparent thal the adverse impacts of global
warming, climate change, sea-level rise,
elc., gradually become manilest in
Bangladesh also. Increased frequency of
the incidence of floods, tornadoes.
cyclones, tidal surges, etc., during the
contemporary periods has a constant
devastating effect upon the life, property and
physical infrastructure of the country.
Besides the global impact of environmental
degradation, Bangladesh has also been
subjec! to local and regional issues.
Popufalmn BIp|05|0n. unplanned
urbanization, increased salinity in the
southern regions, industrial pollution,
indiscriminate use of chemicals, scarcity
and pollution of inland surface water,
indiscriminate extraction of underground
waler, arsenic contamination, air pollution,
elc., have placed the total environment of
Bangladesh under constant thraat.
Geographical location and pollution caused
al the inlernational level have made us 1o
live wilh floods, draughts, tornadoes,
cyclones, tidal surges, elc., on a regular
basis. Bagladash will be the worst allacted
due lo global climate change phenomena
with permanent inundation of 18 per cent of
its landmass and, as direct consequence,
ol a projected adverse impact upon a fourth
of its total population. But the fact remains
that contribution of Bangladesh o causing
such calamities Is the least and insignifican!.
The Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh has undertaken a number of
Imporlant and concrele sleps loward
controfling environmental degradation and
upholding the environment. At the
international level, such sleps have been
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the Department of Environmant

Khondoker Rashidul Hug
Director General, Department of Environment

concluding and ratification of twenty eight
conventions, treaties and protocols related
to environment. At the national level, the

overnment has undertaken Environment

olicy and Action Programme, National
Environment Management Action Plan
(NEMAP), National Conservation Strategy
(NCS), enforced Environment Conservation
(Amendment) Act 2000, Environment
Conservation Rules 1997, Environmental
Court Act 2000, has been in implementation
of the on-going project, ‘Sustainable
Environment Management Programme’,
elc. An apex body, named, National
Environment Committee has also been
constituted under the chairpersonship of the
Hon'ble Prime Minister o review the slate
of implementation of various aclivities
related 1o environment and that of
commitment to the international

the current Fifth Five Year Plan has given
top-most priority to appropriate and
adequate incorporation of the environmental
considerations in all developmental
aclivities and has included within it a
separale Macro-chapter on ‘Environment
and Sustainable Development'.

The Fifth Plan provides for expansion of the
infrastructure of the Department of
Environment engaged in the conservation
and upliftment of the overall environment
of the country in order to make it capable of
performing its activities in extended
perimeters. It has also made provision of
establishing the local offices of the
Department in 18 greater districls.

Necessary orders have already been issued
toward opening Divisional offices of the
Department in Barisal and Sylhet Divisions.

communities and to identify and provide
policy direction toward solution of vanous
Issues at the inter-ministenal level. Besides,

Besides, the process ol enhancing the
Depariment's manpower from 173 to 250
has been in the final stage.

Minister
Ministry of Environment and Forest
Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

S June "World Environment Day®. The day is being observed in Bangladesh
like all other countries of the world. 'CONNECT with the World Wide Web
of Life’, the theme of this year, bears relevance to, as well as, is timely in
respect of ensuring development of environmental knowledge and public
awarmess. -

The present-day world is confronted with disastrous consequences of
environmental degradation and widespread pollution. Greenhouse effect,
global warming, sealevel rise, depletion of the ozone layer, desertification,
etc., have been the phenomena due to which disruption is being caused to
the global environment and ecosystem. The biological diversity throughout
the world is being threatened. Human race being an integral part to global
biodiversity will have to bear the adverse consequences of extinction of
any of the species of the latter.

Concept of sustainable development in containging any upcoming
environmental disaster is gradually gaining ground in the contemporary worid.
Sustainable development facilitates ensures healthy environment and
sustenance of various life forms. Peoples of the world need to continue
their concerted efforts toward unhindered pace of sustainable development
for farreaching welfare of the humankind.

The present democratic government, under the dynamic leadership of the
Hon'ble Prime Minster, has been pursuing conservation of natural balance
and overall development of the country on a continued basis through
upgrading and conserving the environment. Significant number of steps
have already been taken toward resisting environmental disaster and
ensuring sustainable development. These include formulation, enactment,
promulgation and enforcement of Environment Policy, Environment
Conservation Act, Environment Conservation Rules, Environment Court
Act. etc. | sincerely hope that observance of World Environment Day, 2001
will result in environmental awareness, in still an enhanced degree, among
the general masses of the people and creation of a much strengthened
based of their healthy relation with the biological diversity in its totality.

| wish all success of the programme of observance of the World
Environment Day.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh live forever.
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury
Minister
Ministry of Environment and Forest
: Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh
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Secretary General
United Nations

B %

MESSAGE

The theme of this year's observance of World Environment Day is “Connect with
the World Wide Web of Life", a choice that reflects the need for each and every

one of us to recognize our role in preserving our fragile planet and the ecosystems,
resources and natural processes that bind us all together. More than ever, life on
earth requires of us a sense of universal responsibility - nation to nation, person to
person, human to all other forms of life.

Albert Einstein once said that in crisis, imagination is better than knowledge We
do need more knowledge about the world's major ecosystems and about the
complex interplay between environment and development, since it is impossible
to devise effective policy unless it is based on sound scientific information. That is
one reason why today marks the launch, by the United Nations and the World
Resources Institute, of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, an international
oi:l!aborative effort to fill important knowledge gaps and to map the health of our
planet.

At the same time, we know more than enough already to face the hard choices
ahead. We already have the technical skills to halt destructive trends and to place
Our economies on a more sustainable footing. It is not knowledge and scientific
research, but political and economic factors, that will determine whether or not the
wisdom accumulating in our labforatorie]s and libraries will.be put Into practice.
Challenges such as climate change, desertification, the destruction of biological
du;ersiw and population growth are testing not only our imagination, but also our
will,

Sustainability is in everybody's interest, rich and poor alike. One in every two jobs
worldwide—in agriculture, forestry and fisheries—depends directly on the
sustainability of ecosystems. Yet unsustainable practices are woven deeply into
the fabric of modern life. And myths have taken hold suggesting there is little
aiternative to these shor-sighted and wasteful patterns of consumption and
development. So let us, on this World Environment Day, connect with a new ethic
of global stewardship and conservation, and most of all with the iImagination and
courage lo make it a reality.

Kofi A. Annan
Secrelary General
N United Nations )
F
A \

As per decision of the National Environment
Committee, various scheduled Banks and
other financing agencies, now-a-days, while
allocaling loans, have been ensuring definite
and real steps laken by various industries
toward controlling pollution of the
environment. This has resulted in
undertaking environmental impact
assessment as a regular process in all
enterpnses related to industries and pr

both at public and private levels. The Dhaka
Urban Transport Project (DUTP) has been
undertaken to contain air pollution in the city
of Dhaka while, al the national level, the Air
Quality Monitoring Project (AQMP) aims at
controlling both national and transboundary
air pollution. Lead-free gasoline has been
introduced throughout the country since
June, 1999. Import of tri-wheelers with two-
stroke engines, identified as the principal
source of air pollution, has been banned.
An inter-ministerial project has been taken
up to save the people from the curse of
arsenic contamination. Establishing new
polythene industries have been banned for
the next five-year penod in order to gradually
phase-out the use of polythenes as among
the principal sources of environment
poliution.

Among the steps taken toward checking
degradation of overall global environment
have been : signing and ratification of the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoto
Protocol; the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer;
the Basel Convention on Control of
Transboundary Movement of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal; the Intemational
Convention to Combat Desertification
(ICCD); elc.

Various projects and programmes have
been and are being taken locally in
Bangladesh under the auspices of these
International conventions, treaties and
protocols. Among those which have already
been completed are : ‘the Bangladesh
Country Study on Climate €hange’; ‘the
Asia Least-cost Greenhouse Abatement
Strategy (ALGAS); ‘the Regulatory
Framework for Import and Use of Toxic and
Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes in
Bangladesh'; efc.

The on-going projects include : ‘the
Preparation of Initial “National
Communication in Response to the UN
Framework Convention on Climalte
Change’; ‘the Country Case Study on
Climate Change Impact and Adaptation
Assessment in Bangladesh’; ‘the
Institutional arangmemng?or the Phase-out
of Ozone Depleting Substances in
Bangladesh’; ‘the Air Quality Monitoring
Project’; etc.

The Department of Environment has been
in relentiess effort toward creating mass-
awareness on environment on a continued
basis. Result-oriented vanous projects have
been laken up durning the present regime
toward confronting environmental issues.
Programme on further strengthening of the
Department of Environment has been
among these projects. Building has been
constructed for the accommodation of the
Department of Environment of its own. An
up-to-date Library and Documentation
Centre has been housed within the building
with an added facility in the field of
information technology pertaining to
environment. Besides, the process of
construction of three regional offices of the
Depariment at Chittagong, Khulna and

Bogra financed completely by the

Government has been on steady progress.

The Department of Environment has been

pursuing conservation of the national

environment on a continued basis. Since

inception, this Department has been

engaged in performing vanous programmes
toward environment conservation and
poliution control with its limited resources,
manpower and infrastructural facilities.
Among these programmes have been :
Survey of induslries, identification of
polluting industries and motivating
concerned agencies toward undertaking
pollution control measures, Issuing
environmental clearance to industries and
various projects; Collection of water
samples of various rivers and analysis of
those samples in the Department’s own
laboratories in order to determine the
respective river waler qualily, and
preparalion of study reports for on-ward
transmission to the Global Environmental
Monitoring System (GEMS), Surveillance of
drinking water quality, Monitoring of air-
quality; Instituting Mobile Courts toward
conlrallir;g emission of black smokes as well
as air and noise pollution through hydraulic
horns by various automobiles plying in
vanous cities of the country including the
city of Dhaka and initialing legal measures
against polluting automobiles; Review and
recommending environmental impact
assassment reports of various industnes
and development projects and monitonng
their implementation; Receiving complaints
on anvironment pollution and disposin

tham through investigation; Registration 0

See col 1

Prime Minister
Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh

L MESSAGE

Life and environment supplement each other and healthy environment is a
pre-requisite to better living. | feel delighted to learn that the ‘World
Environment Day-2001' is being observed in Bangladesh in commemoration
of the United Nations Conference on Human Environment.

Bangladesh has been vocal in safeguarding the environment both in
International and regional fora. We are signatory to the Montreal Protocol,
the Basel Convention, the Convention on Climate Change, the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the Convention to Combat Desertification, etc., and
have been working towards their implementation. Our govemment has placed
both confronting environmental issues and poverty alleviation as the highest
priofity in developmental agenda. | call upon every body irrespective of
caste and creed, to come forward in imparting success to the endeavors
toward safeguarding the environment.

| hope, in the coming days, our commitment of World Environment Day will
be effectively reflected among our concerted efforts.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu
May Bangladesh Live Forever

Sheikh Hasina
Prime Minister

4 Secretary

g Ministry of Environment and Forest
#

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

Fifth June is being observed globally as the World Environment Day on the
basis of the decision taken in the 27th session of the United Naitons General
Assembly as a follow-up of the Conference on Human Environment held in
Stockholm, Sweden in 1972

The theme of this year's World Environment Day has been CONNECT with
the World Wide Web of life* which bears special significance in view of
the threat being posed by unforeseeing human behaviour to the existence
of various life including the human kind in this Earth.

The government, over the years, has undertaken projects and necessary
programmes towards conserving the environment of the country as follow-
up measures of the environment-related intemational conventions, treaties
and protocols it has been Party to and through implementing Agenda 21
and NEMAP. Required Rules, sub-rules and national environmental quality
standards have been formulated to make the Environment Conservation
Act effective. Such activities will, hopefully, make significant contributions
In conserving the environment both at national and intemational levels

| wish all the success to the observance of the World Environment Day
2001

Mahfuzul Islam
Secretary
Ministry of Environment and Forest
Government of the People’'sRepublic of Bangladesh )

Govermment of the People’s Republic of Banglades&
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The Global Power Company

The company that believes it has
responsibility to be involved in businesses
that provide social benefits such as lower
costs to customers, cleaner environment

and a high degree of safety and reliability.

- AES Haripur (360 MW) and AES Meghnaghat
(450 MW)-are dedicated to provide clean
electricity to the people of Bangladesh.

Our pursuit is to make a difference....
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