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-, No solution to Kashmir dispute |
without plebiscite: Pak envoy
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AFP, New Delhi

A stable solution to the vexed
Kashmir dispute with India could
not be lound without a plebiscite
in the region, Pakistan's envov 1o
India reiterated Monday. '

"We believe that, ultimately, is-
sues concerning the people must
be resolved in accordance with the
wishes of the people,” the Pakistan
high commissioner W India, Qazi
Ashraf Jehangir, said at a seminar
i New Delhi.

Otherwise, the solution will
il e a stable one, as we have
wort lor the past 50 vears.”

lehangir was repeating Paki-

stan’s position to adopt a long-
standing United Nations resolu-
ton seeking a plebiscite in the
stale,

Alter ending a six-month-long
unilateral ceasefire in  Kashmir,
India last month invited Pakistan's
military  ruler, General Pervez
Musharraf, o hold talks about
Kashmir and other issues.

Musharraf accepted the invita-
tion and the dialogue with Indian
Prime  Minister Atal Behari Va-
Ipavee is expected to take place in
early July.

The territorial dispute over the
Himalavan  state  of  Kashmir,
which was divided hetween India
and Pakistan after independence
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remains claimed by both, will be
the muin theme of this dialogue.

Hailing Vajpayee's decision to
invite Musharral as a "good op-
portunity,” Jehangir said the
summit should not be approached
with cvnicism.

‘"We know that our views are
mutually exclusive on most issues
but don't push your scepticism to
cynicism. It doesn’t lead to any-
where,” Jehangir said.

"Despite all the obstacles, we
will be able to make some prog-
ress. There is no scope lor cyni-
cism, which is a barren attitude.”

Analvsts on both sides of the
border have approached the pro-
posed summit with guarded opti-
mism, saving the risk of :he talks
derailing is very high,

———

Taliban launch

fresh attacks
AFP, Kabul

The Taliban launched fresh at-
tacks against opposition forces in
northeastern Afghanistan Mon-
dav, using heavy weapons in-
cluding tanks and artillery, resis-
tance sources said.

The Islamic militia again drove
towards opposition lines around
Chal district in Takhar province,
which was left evenly divided be-
(ween the warring parties at the
end of last summer’s fighting, they
said.

A spokesman for opposition
commander Ahmad Shah Masood
sald Taliban soldiers struck in the
carly. hours of the morming.
backed by heavy artillery, rockets
and tanks. '

“The Taliban launched a three-
pronged attack on our defensive
strongholds in Chal distriet carly
i the morping at 4:00 any (2330

———

Megawati stands by sacked |

police chief against Wahid

AFP. Jetkeiria

In a lurther display of discord,
Indonesian Vice President Mega-
wati  Sukarnoputri on Monday
stood by the national police chiel
who is resisting his sacking by
embattled President  Abdurrah-
man Wahid.

An official with Megawati’s In-
donesian  Democratic  Party ol
Struggle dismissed Wahid's alle-
gation  that  General  Suroyo
Bimantoro had sown discord be-
tween the president and his es-
tranged deputy.

"Mrs. Mega (Megawati) said
that she did not feel that the police
chief had tried to pit her against
Gus Dur (Wahid's nickname),”
safd Pramono Anung. the deputy
secretary general of Megawati's
party.,

Wahid, who is battling im-
peachment moves by parliament,
on Friday sacked five cabinet
members  and  "non-activated”
Bimantoro, relieving him of his
duties. -

But the police chief has refused
to resign, and his deliant stance
has won the public support ol
more than 100 fellow police gen-
crals.

declaration

Pramono said the vice presi-

dent bebevaed any ol ges a the
leader<hip af ithe police or military

should bemade accordomg to el
procedurg, which sopolates e
approval of parliioment must be
obtained.

Megawati hersell, who stands
to replace Wahid it he resigns or is
ousted, has not conumented in
public over the sacking ol Biman-
(010,

Wahid is to face a special ses-
sion of the national assembly on
August |, during which he must
account for his rule so far. A rejec-
tion ol the account by lawnmakers
would spell the dramatic end ol
Wahid's term as Indonesia’s lirst
democratically elected president.

There has been speculation
that  Wahid tried to  remove
Bimantoro for failing to support
his plan to impose a state ol emer-
gency, which would allow him to
dissolve parliament belore it can
impeach him.

In his reshuffle, Wahid also
dismissed top security minister
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and
Attorney General Marzuki Darus
man, who had also resisted any
of a state ol emer-
gency.

Child mortality jumps amid
worst drought in Afghanistan

AFP, Istamabacd

Child mortality rates have reached
alarming levels in northermn Af-
ghanistan where a three-vear
drought has pushed manv to the
brink of famine, a relief group said
vesterday,

People were at risk of starva-
tion and were running out of ways
lo survive, a report released by the
US-based Save the Children or-
ganisation said after a survey in
the Kohistan district of Farvab
province, -

“People are running out of sur-

April revealed that the "mortality
rate had reached alarming levels
in the four former months, with
the crude mortality rate 2.6 per
10,000 a day and the under-five
mortality rate 59 per 10,000 a
day.”

Acute respiratory infections,
measles and diarrhoea were the
comimon causes of deaths, it said.
Half of the reported deaths during
the survey period were of children
under five.

"Nutrition is a serious prob-
lem, with acute malnutrition high-
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People gather qutside the mausoleum of the founder of the Islamic republic Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
southern outskirts of Tehran yesterday to attend a ceremony marking the 12th anniversary of Khomeini's

WOTT AFP
on the
death.

FAO warns of malnutritio

Il

among urban poor

AFP. Rome

The urban poor in most develop
ing countries face an increasing
threat of malnutrition and health
risks linked to unsale tood, the UUN
Food amd Ner
(FAC)

Improving urban tood seci

|“|l|r III | L1y}
warnieal sesterd;

rity 1s essential lor attaining a sater
and maore stable social clinte in
developing countries,’

said in a statement

the agency

bFeeding  cities  means  that
more lood needs to be produced,
moved to cites and distributed
within the expanding urban a

cdas, it said
Lhis in turn means more lor-

res, greater market

congestion,

rarely take these issues into con
sideration,” he said. “"Govern-
ments, mavors, urban planners
and the private sector need 1o pay
maore attention to the problems ol
increasing food insecurin
malnutrition in cities.”

FAO is to hold a seminar on
‘Food for the Cities. Urbanisation,
Food Insecurity and Urban Man-
agement jointly with the UN
Centre for Human Settlements
(Habitat) in New York Wednesday

The food agency said that food
Insecurity was becoming an ex-
remely pressing social and politi-
cdl issue as the number of unem-
pluyed people, poor women, the
elderly and children was growing
fast,

“These people do not have

and

b0 and 70
population,

In Calcutta, India, the propor-
tion of urban poor is around 70
percent, and 45 percent in Kara-
chi, Pakistan

percent of the total

Feeding the cities means es-
timating how much food will be
consumed by people in the cities
tomorrow and making it easier for
lood products to arrive in the citv
and be distributed where pnn'r
households Jive, at the Jowest pos-
sible coust and in hygienic condi-

tons, Argenti said.

It also means improving the
aceess ol poor households to
lood

In particular, FAO voiced con-’
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