L

»

@he Baily Star

NB v'ball

UNB, Miaka

e e e —

Azad Sporting Club eamed full
pomts against Bangladesh Bank in
the National Bank Premier Divi
ston Vollevball League at the vol
levball court vesterdav,

Ihey beat the bankers 25.1-
25-22, 31-29.

Sundav’s matches PDR s
Wari Club and Dilkusha SC v
Azad SO

Fletcher full of
their praise

INTERN!.".T. Manchester

Coach Duncan Fletcher had
nothing but compliments for Gra-
ham Thorpe and Michael

Vaughan as England prepared to
conunue their run chase on Satur-
day against Pakistan at Old Tral-
ford.

England were still 199 runs be-
hind their visitors' first innings
total of 403, following Thorpe's
and Vaughan's mammoth efforts
on Friday.

They notched up an unbroken
189-run third wicket stand by the
close of the second’s plav.

“He's shown us the ralent and
we ve been wailing to give hin the

opportumity.”  Hlewcher sawd ol

Vauvhan.

Brazil

FROM PAGE 13

Paul Peschisolido drew a fine save
from Brazilian goalkeeper Dida
with a shot from the edge of the
area.

\ neat one-two with Washing
ion produced a 57th minute
chance for Brazihan defender
Leomar but he blasted his shot
into the stands.

Fhat was the start of a con-
certed Brazilian onslaught on the
Canadian goal but they were nol
to find a wav past Forrest

TEAMS

Brazil: Dida, Z¢ Mana, lLucio, Ed-
milson, Leomar (capt.), Leo, Fabiv,
Ramon (Magno Alves 65), Carlos
Miguel (Robert 71). Anderson
(Leandro 22), Washington
Canada: Craig Forrest. Mark
Watson (Carl Fletcher 70), Tom

Menezes, Jason DeVos (capl).
Jason Bent, Paul Stalteri. Nick
Dasovic, Dawvide Xausa (Carlo
Corazzin 46), Jim Brennan, Paul

Peschisolido (Dwayne Derosario
Ral, Kevin Mekenna
Rederee: Tu Jun (Chn)

Arambagh
FROM PAGE 13

the hands of Moktijoddha in the
final league match on Fridayv. But
more mportantly, the team is
plagued by injury.

Ace striker Alfaz got a minor
hamstring imjury in the match
against Muktijoddha, experienced
defender Jewel Rana also hurt his
left knee,

lipu was nursing a
bruised pght foor and midfielder
Anwar vel Lo ner from a lef
ankle mjur

AWy honvever sad thar he

todav. But Moham
Pakir
wWorm

would play
medan s Sn Lankan coach
Ali has more reasons 1o
about the lack of stamina ol his
plavers

IThe Mohammedan players
who started the training twelve
days belore the start ol the mour-
nament. are vet o from
the tough work schedule given by
the Sri Lankan

" We are ar the moment 70 per

recovel

!tem match fit. But this problem
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would be solved before the start ol
the Premier lLeague”, said new
Mohammedan captain [Imtiaz
Ahmed Nakib.

Both rteams stayed off lrom
getnng mto training on
Saturdav due to heavy rain.

Meanwihile, the organisers
Bangladesh Foortball Federation
reduced the price of gallerv tickets
anticipating lower turnout due to
the earlv exit of Ababani.

The rate of gallerv tickets has

SEeTToOnds
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Aussie seam too hot

INTURNET, Woroster

Australia’s seam attack seized the
initiative on the second morning
at New Road despite Anurag
Singh's maiden half. century as
Worcestershire were reduced to
1 20 for five at lunch.

The former  Warwickshire
opener scored 62 becoming Glenn
MceGrath's third victim on the
ground where the fast bowler gave

magnificent  service as  the
county's overseas playver last
SUMMmer.

Damien Fleming and Nathan
Bracken also picked up a wicket
apiece, but there was no luck for
leg-spinner Shane Warne, who
ook nought for 17 from nine
OVers.

Waorcestershire began the dayv
on 50 for one, with a near capacity
crowd of around 4,500 in the
ground despite threatening sKies.

But skipper Graeme Hick (19)
only lasted two balls belore play-
ing forward to McGrath and edg-
ing a comfortable catch to Warne
at ship

ere was no addition to the
score until the filth over when
Singh, whose previous best hrst-
class score for the county was 36,
picked up three through the cov-
ers.

He then square cut Fleming to
the fence, bur was Jucky when an
outside edge 10 a ball from
McGrath flew wide of the slips and
down to third man for another
boundary.

lhe score maved on to 67 be
fore Vikram Solanki was trapped
on the back foot by Fleming and

viven oul Ibw tor three.

Fhe dismissal, and an IR
minute i interruption  which
folloaved, tailed o disturb Singh's
composure and he reached his
Ity soon alter the re-start.

He and David Leatherdale
shared a stand of 42 before left-
armer Bracken found the edge and
he was caught behind by Aussie
vice-captain Adam Gilchrist for 22,

Singh tollowed in similar fash-
ion six runs later off the bowling of
McGrath, who had higures of three
tor 31, after hitting 10 boundaries
in has 117-ball knock.

It left the county on 115 for live
but voungsters Kadeer Ali and
David Pipe prevented further loss
belore the interval.

Earlier, Australia batsman Da-
mien Martyn showed what Eng-
land's batting attack will be up
against in the lorthcoming Ashes
series when he smashed a century
on Friday.

The 29.vear-old Martyn came
to the crease at 1049 for four and
made his hundred off 145 balls,
with 19 fours and a six spicing his
total.

Martyn has plaved little Test
cricket but he will be a kev run-
getter In the wiangular limited-
overs series which also involves
Pakistan,

His century came with a cut for

ol Matthew Rawnsley. He
slugged a straight six in the same
over before falling Ibw to the spin-
ner for 108

SCOREBAORD

Scoreboard at lunch on the second
day of the three-dav tour match
belween Australia and Worcester-
shire on Saturday:

WO

AUSTRALIA: First innings 351
(D Nartyn 108, S.Warne 68)

Havden ¢ Pipe b Kabir Alj 20
M Waugh ¢ Singh b Sheriyur 13
Ponting lbw b Liptrot 24
Hevan ¢ Weston b Kabir Al 313
S Waugh b Liptrot 10

Martyn [bw b Rinvnsley 108
Gilehrist ¢ Leatherdale b Liptro 4

Wame Ibw b Rawnsley 68
Fleming b Rawnsley 1]
Bracken not out 1
McGrath ¢ Leatherdale b Kabir Ali 4
Extras: (b-9, Ib-7. nh-2) 18
Total: (All oun in 87.2 overs) 351
Fall of wickets: 1- 29, 2.55, 3-
59, 4-109, 5-134, 6-178, 7-326, 8

333, 9-342
Bowler W SV SRR

Sherivai .| SR 1
Kabir Ali 12.2 1 43 3
Liptrot SR B b R
Leatherdale a2 SR
Rawnsley 23 e QP S
Solanki 1R - Rl
WORCESTERSHIRE: First in-
nings (overnight 50-1)
Weston ¢ Warne b McGrath 6
Singh ¢ Gilchrist b McGrath 62
Hick ¢ Warne b McGrath 19
Saolanki Ibw b Fleming ]
Leatherdale ¢ Gilchrist b Bracken 22
Kadeer Ali not out 5
Fipe not ol 1
Extras: (1h-2) 2
Fotal (For 5 wkis in 44 overs) | 20

Fall of wickets: 1-6, 2-50, 3-67,
1-10Y, 5-115

| o bat: Kabir Ali, M Rawnsley,
C. Liptrot, A Sherivar

Bowler () M He W
MeGrath 13 6 ) ] 3
Fleming | 1 3 36 ]
Wame Y 3 | ¢ ()
Bracken i | 19 |
NMartyn I e 5

WICB under Skerritt fire

EYYMCricket

REUTERS, @ wigetonen

West Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
president Pat Rousseau and his
deputy Clarvis Joseph could find
their positions under threat be-
cause ol the wav Ricky Skerritt was
sacked last week as team manager.

WICB rules state that unless
there was lull agreement among
board members with the proce
dure” rtaken to sack the team
manager then a special meeting
has to be called within 21 davs to
decide whether to remove the
president and deputy president.

A board official old the news
agency on Frnday: “This is some-
thing that i1s in the law of the board
and once a decision ol this mag-
nitude (Skerritt's sacking) i1s made
without all parties concerned be-
INg In agreement an emergency
meeting to decide their (Rous-
seau's and Joseph's) fate will be
called.”

The "~ procedure” referred to
deals with the manner in which
Skerritt was relieved of his mana-
gerial duties last Fridav when he
was informed by WICB chief ex
ecutive Gregory Shillingtord via e-
mail of the decision to terminate
his three-year contract.

Two WICB directors, Cherram
Singh, who is president of the
Guyana Cncketr Board (GCB), and
Irnnidad and Tobago's Richard
DeSouza were quoted by the Bar-
bados Advocate newspaper on
Thursday as saving they disagreed
with Skemmitt's sacking.

I'he Advocate said Singh and
DeSouza ““are also members of
the executive committee respon-
sible for Skerritt’s dismissal.”

Bur Singh made it clear that the
two-day annual general meeting
of the WICRB's directors at the Ac-
cra Hotel in Barbados on Friday
and Saturday would be a fiery one.

DeSouza told the paper: ""I'm
not in agreement with the sacking
and | will make that clear at the
meeting.

Singh said he was informed by
Shithnglord last Saturday of a req

wias  debriefed by  Shillinglord,
Hnllwt'dll dl'ld flht'|]h.
My reaction (o him

(Shillinglord) was that | am not in
agreement with Skerritt being
removed because | don't have the
facts and if thev are going to look
at Skerntt theyv should look at the
entire management team and then
make a decision. Singh told the

ihl;h'l

L\ Y

RICKY SKERRITT

fhe next thing | heard was

that Skerritt fired through

correspondence by e-mail. It will

be a hor topic at the meeting in

Barbados this weekend, said
Singh.

Rousseau said on Tuesday that
further changes in team personnel
could well follow Skerritt's sack-
ing.

Skerritt was axed alter a series
ol poor performances by the West
Indies who have recently struggled
to find lorm.

Thev lost their home test series
to South Africa 2-1 last month and
were also beaten 5-2 in the one-
day series

Meanwhile, former test pace-
man Andy Roberts is calling on the
WICB to formulate a structured
coaching programme for Carib-
bean cricketers

"I have been advocating for a
long time that we should have a
regional programme so that if my
12-vear-old son leaves here and
eoes 1o Guyana to live he falls into

WwWds

grve you clues 1o localing vowels. Solution is Ly Wnal and error

Roberts said.

“This is something we need to
have and a lot ol these things can
be taught at that level. But the
Board needs to put the pro-
gramme together and the territo-
ries need to implement it,”

toberts, who spearheaded the
tearsome  four-pronged attack
lrom the mid-1970s to the early
80s, will be in Trinidad this week-
end working with the seven fast
bowlers selected for a training
camp ahead of the tour of Zim-
babwe and Kenva starting on
July 17

Kuerten survives

d Scare
_J‘}IP Peris

—_— ———

Lop seed and defending champion
Gustavo Kuerten conceded
hrst set ol the tournament to un
sceded Moroccan Karim Alami bult
survived to advance to the final 16
at the French Open here on Fri-
ti.l'_'..

nis

The two-time champion ad-
vanced 6-3, 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-2
i 3hr 10min against an opponent
ranked just 125th in the world

A\ relieved 'Guga' admitted that
the tie could have gone either wan

"I could have lost the maich,
but the fact that | won the third sci
was decisive. | was able 1o pull
mysell together and in such cir-
cumstances | wsually gain conli-
dence,” said the Brazilian.

I've played him before and
know that he's the kind of guy who
really lifts his game when he's up
against top plavers,” added Kuer-
len, who needed five sets (o win
their last meeting, in a Davis Cup
tie last Februanry

Alami had achieved a career-
high third round place at Roland
Garros lollowing the retirement of
[sraeh IHarel Levy with a shoulde
InJury.

And the 28-vear-old admitted
he had been overawed by his op-

ponent who is ranked numbel
three in the Champions Race
POINISs,

loday | had a really good

match and nearly went 2-1 up. But
I'm not at the level to players like
Guga,” said “the Monte Carlo-
based Moroccan

Alami looked as if he was set
[or an early drubbing at the hands
ol the 24-year-old Brazilian when
he conceded his serve twice in the
opening set 1o lose the set -6 in 31
minutes.

Shoaib released
from hospital

REUTERS, Mauchester

Pakistan tour manager Yawar
Saeed confirmed Friday that fast
bowler Shoaib Akhtar had leh

hospital after the 25-year-old had
been detained overnight.

“Shoaib had a fever yesterday
and a high temperature,” Yawar
told Sky TV. "The doctor said he
should stay in hospital for tests
but now evervthing's okay.”

Shoaib was not selected for the
second Test against England cur-
rently in progress here. His place
was taken by off-spinner Saqlain
Mushtaq after an inetlectual per-
formance in the first Test al
lLord's.

“The Rawalpindi Express’ ar-
rived late on tour alter struggling
with a stomach infection but re-
mains a part of Pakistan's plans
for the wuiangular one-day series
involving England and Australia
that follows this Test,

Flower upbeat

REUTE Rb, Brilawayo

Zimbabwe batsman Andy Flower
is confident of victory ahead of the
rwo-match  ‘Test series against
India, which starts on Thursday.

Zimbabwe were in Bulawavo
preparing for the first Test while
India were in Harare playing
against the CEX Academy X1 in a
three-day match.

India will be full of conlfi-
dence alter their win over Austra-
lia,"" Flower said on Saturday.

" But | believe that we can win
the series. We beat them the last
time they were here so | think we

have the confidence to do 1
again.
Zimbabwe beat India by 6]

runs in a one-off Test in Harare in
October 1998. But they have lost
their other four Test matches
against India

The tourists are fresh from a
stunning 2-1 Test series win over
\ustralia, while Zimbabwe com
fortably beat Bangladesh 2-0 in a
recent series.

India drew their opening three-
day match against Zimbabwe A in
Mutare last week.

Seam bowler Davis Mutendera
who snapped up five for 100 in the

match, has been included in the

14-man Zimbabwean squad

Zimbabwe Squad: Heathm
Streak (captain), Andy Blignaut.
\listair Campbell, Stuart Carlisle,
Dion Ebrahim, Andrew Flower,
Grant Flower, David Mutendera,
Brian Murphy, Mluleki Nkala, Ray
Price, Gavin Rennie, Bryan Strang
Guy Whitrall,

Roddick sidelined

AFP, Puris

I'he French Open ended in tears ol
lrustration for American prodigy
Andy Roddick on Friday when 4
pulled hamstring sent him crash
ing oul of a pulsating third round
e with Austraha’s Llevion Hewtt
Roddick sustained the injury
when he ran wide to his lorehand
to retrieve a Hewitt broadside at 2-

2 in the third set after the wo
youngsters had shared the first
(WO SCIS.

[le twisted over on his night

ankle and collapsed into the bgck
panels where he lay holding his
left thigh

'he 18-year-old Roddick, being
touted as a future great ol tennis,
then received courtside treatment
and a strapping to his thigh before
(rying to continue.

But it was soon clear he could
not play on and he walked deject-
edlv to the net at 15-40 on his own
serve to shake Hewitt's hand.

Roddick shed a tear belore
limping ofl to a huge ovation lrom
the eentre court crowd which had
taken him to heart alter he had
fought off cramps to defeat Mi-
chacl Chang in hive sets in the
sccond round

Ny leg from the
aother dav and | was having troubl

Wwills sOore

AITRAR AT (R A A rl;_:Tlr in the second

set, I shpped on the warpaulin and
straimed it prety good,  said Rod
chick

It was a pity because we wer
Datthing, It was great tennis d
contrast in stvles - the both ol us
BOMg at i,

[t took me a while (o regain
11\ the match
ot ats just part of the game and |
will just have to bite the bullet,” he

composure alteg

added

_— .

A Rahim Chowdhury (6th from L), winner of the

P -

e S S

Minhaz Friendship Golf

Tournament, poses with his trophy after the end of the day-long event at
Gulshan Club on June 1. The tournament, which was participated by the
Guishan Club members, was held at the Kurmitola Golf Club. Minhaz
Group chairman ABM Kamal Uddin Khan (7th from L) Is seen with the

participants.

KC A Tennis

AEP, raris A

Second  seeded Marat Salin of
lHussia crashed our of the French
Open here on Saturday, losing 4.6,
A6, 6-4, 6-0, 1-6 to unseeded Fab-
rce Santoro of France in a roller-

DHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2001

Safin bites the clay

poised to start a comeback, but
the 28-vear-old Santoro reeled off
lour games in a row against an
increasingly abject looking Rus-
sian.

Suddenly  the  momentum
switched as Safirf opened up man-
aging to break back in the nex
game and from 4-4, he reeled off

T AFFE

American Serena Williams during her third round engagement of the
French Open against Zsofia Gubacsi at Roland Garros yesterday.

coaster third round match

I'he unpredictable Safin could
find no wa
the wily Frenchman
beaten him six
matches

I rue to style Santoro fought his
(he aopening
allowing the mercurial 21-vear-old

10 totallv over POWeT

who  has

(imes In seven

cormer in tWo  sels
Muscovite to dictate the play and
then frustrating him into a string
Ol errors

Sahin broke to lead 2-0 at

start ol the third set and looked

the

AFP, puris
French Open diary on the sixih
dav ol the rourmament KWere Satud
Chany

PARIS WONDERIAND [FOR
RUSSELLI

liecd never won a match
Grand Slam tennis belore. Now hi
has three under his belt (seven
Including the qualiliers) and a dats
with top seed and delending
champion Gustavo Kuerten, D
troit’'s Michael Russell is Hving a

dream. “Tdon't know il I'll play on
the Centre Court. To plav Guga,
the No 1 plaver in the world on
clav, especially fourth round here
at the French Open in Paris- |

couldn't ask lor anvthing more,
he said

SHAPEOF THINGS TO COMI

Thevve marked cach others
cards. lhe lirst Grand Slam en-
counter between Australia's ley-
ron Hewitt and Amencan "mdx
Roddick may have come (o pri
mature end when the latter pulled
a hamstring when they were dead
level in the third set, but they will
meel again and at the top. Hewitt,
20, on Roddick, HH You know,
we re going to have a lot ol great
matches, I'm sure, a lot of dilferent
surfaces, and hopelully closer 1o

FRENCH FRIES

eight games in a row to level the
match at two sets all

Bur then the mists
again for Saftin as he allowed San

rolled in

OTO S }H'th”\]'jll O gel !|'ll' !H"f!': Ol

him in the deciding set as the
Centre Court crowd smelled Rus
stan blood »

Santoro took

Nning six games in

command,

a row to clinch

Wil

the match in 3hrs 12 mins

Sdntoro was making his 12th
appearance at Roland Garros and
this was his best result for 10

L EAlS

LHHewatl: 1 think that between us
there is dehinitely the potential fo
1 rivalry. We're both competitors
Lle's going to hold up his end ol
the bargain. | just hope | can keep

plaving well

HARDER COURTSIDE FOR
GRAI

stetit Gral hinds it hard to comi
back 1o the scene ol six her 22
Grand Slam singles tnumphs as
she's torn between offering moral

support [or
ind the di
[|'>|I: |I"'|"-l |

| have incredible memories to

partner

\ndre Agassi
back oul

SIT l i '._;" |

look back on,” savs Gral. "It's al-
ways special to come back here
It's more relaxing when vou'ri

watching - butl vou can'i de any-
thing . |
WILANDER ENJOYING
ING TEMPESTUOUS SAFIN
[hree-time French Open win-
ner Mats Wilander of Sweden savs
he is enjoving a new lease of life
channelling the tempestuous tal-
ent of Marar Safin
Wilander hines the
ant 100 even
breaks a racquet and
thus had o cut back on such futile

[ AM-

Russian gi
ume he
Sdalin

'L|' -“.H'«
I”\i"‘

dggression

iLs greal to have the chance 1o

when he alsos reached the last 16
before falling to Michael Stich of
Cretmany.

He next plays Alex Corretja of

Spain, the 13th seed, who defeated .

Magnus Larsson of Sweden 6-0, 6-
3. 6-4 for a place in the quarterfi-
nals.

Safin has struggled this year
atter injuring his back in Dubai in
March and he owed his second
seeding to his fine performances
at the end of last year. He came
into the match against Santoro
with a poor 6-7 win-loss record
since the Dubai tournament.
French tenth seed Sebastien
Grosjean  outlasted compatriot
Anthony Dupuis to reach the last
16, winning 6-4, 2-6, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2.

Grosjean now faces unseeded
spaniard Galo Blanco, who ousted
Germany's Lars Burgsmuller 7-5,
6-2, 6-3.

In  women's action, former
junior finalist Cara Black of Zim-
babwe pulled off the biggest win of
her career, beating last vear's fi-
nalist and Spanish eighth seed
Conchita Martinez of Spain 3-6, 6-
3, 6-4 to reach the last 16.

lhe 22-year-old Harare-born
Black, who overcame blustery and
cold conditions. will now play
Schiavone, who ousted Coetzer 7-
y, b-4

Sauth tenth  seed
Amanda crashed  out,
unseeded ltalian Francesca Schia-
vone beating her 7-5, 6-4 in 2hr
(min in their third-round en-

\Mirican

L.oel /)

counter

lenniter Capnati was the first
to go through Saturdav defeating
Croatia s Mirjana Lukic 6-3, 6-1 in
just 51 minutes

Capriafi next faces compatriot
ind 16th seed Meghann Shaugh-
nessy, a -5, 06-4 winner over
Janette Husarova of Slovakia.

Serena Williams needed five
minutes more to dispose of Hun-
garv's Zsoha Gubacsi, a 20-vear-
old from Budapest plaving in onl

her second Grand Slam tourna-
ment

[he 6-1, 6-2 win confirmed
Williams' progression since she
struggled to overcome France's

lowly Sarah Pitkowski in the (irst
round, her hirst match since losing
to Capnati in the final of the Mi-
In March

Al !l'hl'-"
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1'."‘L|:”.i'll I i._!\ 5|-\u 4-_||,-‘.|-1.L-,~1

T i JUS i"‘nir'_‘ Ll n thi
vear-end top ranking 1o ‘Gustavo
huerten last Decembeer.

I'his obsessional quest to be
number one - I am well placed to

tell Marat 1t 1s a vain one.™ Wi-

lander told L Equipe magazing

LOOK 1 (Carlos) Mova or
Mars Rios. Thev were number
. but what did that help them?
Kuerten has won the French Open
W] It's that which made him
stronger. not the lact that he hin-
ished ahead ol Marat in the rank
INgs

Hingis enters
last 16

AEP. |

— ——

lop seed Martina Hingis of Swit-
rerland l}lj.!hllhl for the last 16 of
the women's \I!'I;_:Ilt“'w at the French
Open here on Saturday by defeat-
ing Rachel McQuillan of Australia
> 5 6]

HH‘ILIIH who has vet to tirui‘l 4
either Sandrine
1 estud ol France or Elena Bovina

Sel, next

plavs

holding the cup up at the end of work with someone like Safin. e Ot Russia for a place in the quar-
the Grand Slams.” Roddick on can take the sport into a4 new di terfinals
e —— Fr————
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