DHAKA SUNDAY JUNE 3, 2001

Hasina steps up polls

campaign

Prime Minister Sheikh  Hasina
vesterday sought “bumper vote”
for Awami lLeague in the next
election in proportion to the
“bumper harvest” in the country.

“Vote for the boat ... Boat will
carry the bumper crops from the
field to the bams of the people,”
she said at a public meeting al
Basabo Shaheed Alauddin Park
last afternoon stepping up elec-
tion campaign tor her party.

Referring to BNP chief Khaleda
Zia's remarks, Hasina said people
would cast “deficit vote™ for BNP
as the past BNP government lelt
the country with a food deficit ol
40 lakh metric tons.

“How she (Khaleda) could seek
'‘bumper vote’ after leaving a food
deficit of 40 lakh metric tons ... It's
Awami League that deserves
‘bumper vote' for consecutive five
seasons’ bumper crops,” she told
her cheering workers and sup-
porters.

The Prime Minister said at the
moment the country has a reserve
of more than 10 lakh metric tons
and it would go up to 20 lakh met-
ric tons with the harvest of Boro
paddy.

“We've not only surplus food,
we have also built a food salety net

We won't need to seek alms
from external sources to combat
natural calamity. We will be able
to face any future calamity from
our OwWn reserves.”

-

The rally wore the look of a
projection meeting where the PM
introduced State Minister for
LGRD Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
the sitting MP Irom the area, as
Awami League candidate lor the
Motijheel-Sabujbagh seat.

Earlier inaugurating the digital
telephone exchange at Jatrabari,
Hasina gave a broad hint that sit-
ting MP Habibur Rahman Mollah
would be her party's next candi-

date from the Demra constitu-
ency.
Hasina said Awami League

stands for a peacetul and fair elec-
tion so that people could rtake
decision judiciously as to who
should form the next government
and run the country. “Change in
power must take place through
vote and people would choose
whom they like to form the gov-
ernment.”

Criticising her opponents BNP
and JP she said the opposition
does not believe In pnlitir s of vote
as they don't believe in democ-
racy. She alleged that BNP and
Jatiya Party were born in stealing
people’s vole,

Detending her nearly five-yeas
rule, she said discipline restored in
the financial sector, GDP shot up
to nearly 6 per cent, prices ol es-
sentials remained stable, literagy
rate went up, academic atmos-
phere returned, session jams were
removed and people in rural areas
live in peace.

‘Pro-liberation forces must
be united to resist Razakars’

BSS, Dhaka

Local Government Minister Zillur
Rahman vesterday urged the peo-
ple to demonstrate their greater
unity through the next general

premises of his official residence
In the city yesterday.

Over 200 leaders and workers
of these political parties of Madan
upazila led by valiant [reedom
fighter Lt. Col. (retd) Shahjahan

METROI’SOLITAN
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A 12-day calligraphy exhibition began at the National Museum in the city
yesterday Dhaka Shahitya Sanskriti Kendra urganised the show.

Samajtantrik Chhatra Front staged a demonstration in the city yeslérday
to press their different demands.

President hails
opening of
phone exchange
at Jatrabari

BSS, Dhaka

President  Shahabuddin  Ahmed
appreciated the inauguration of a
| 2-thousand line digital telephone
exchange at Jatrabari and said that
the people will be benefited with
the opening of the new exchange.

A Bangabhaban press release
said the President said this while
talking to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who inaugurated the
Jatrabari  digital  exchange by
making the first call to the Presi-
dent at Bangabhaban.

President Shahabuddin
thanked the Prime Minister for
inaugurating the exchange which
was a long time demand of the
people. He also thanked the Tele-
graph and Telephone Board offi-
cials and engineers for completing
the work successfully,

The President also talked 1o the
Post and ‘Telecommunications
and Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim and appreciated the work

Obituary

Mubin Enam Chowdhury
(Mobby). son ol Major (Rtd) Fnam
Chowdhury, died of a heart attack
n Ajan, AL on Ny, 28 He
wWas 38, savs i press release.

His body will be brought to
Dhaka today and the namaj-e-
janaza will be held aflter Zohr
prayers at Azad Mosque, Gulshan.

An aspiring young business-
~man, Mubin was also a pioneer
developer in Gulshan.

He left behind
One son.

his wife and

[_]NB. Dhiaka

WEATHER

Thundershowers likely

stonstill 6 pmtoday.

country.

The country's
recorded vesterday at Mongla and
Cox's Bazar.

5.11am.

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty to squally
wind is likely at many places over Dhaka, Chittagong, Barisal and
Svihet divisions and at a few places over Khulna and Rajshahi divi-

Met Office predicted little chi

highest temperature of 35.2 degree Celsius was

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.43 pm and rises tomorrow al

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in

mnge in day temperature over the

the lowest of 22.7 degree Celsius at

Folk Music Festival

-A four-day folk Music Festival will begin

Folk artist Abdul Latf will inaugurate the
festival. Organiser. Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. Venue: Shawkat
Osman Memornal Auditorium, Central
Public Library. Time: 6.30 pm,

Painting Exhibition

A week-long painting exhibition by 7
Japanese and 7 Bangladeshi young
artists will begin. The exhibition titled
‘3rd Young Artists Exhibition of Japan-
Bangladesh’ will remain open from 2 pm
1o 8 pm daily till June 9. Venue: Zainul
Gallery Institute of Fine Ars, Dhaka
University. Time: 5 pm (Inaugural
ceremony)

International congress

Society of Laproscopic Surgeons of
Bangladesh will inaugurate an
international congress. Chief guest:
Health and Family Welfare Minister
Sheikh Fazlul Kanm Selim. Venue:
Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 10.00 am.

New German Film
Festival

On the inaugural day of the week-long
festival of New German Cinema
celebrating the 50th anniversary of
Goethe-Institute in Germany and 40th
anniversary of Goethe-Institut in
Bangladesh, Zahir Raihan Film Society
and Goethednstut Dhaka will screen
three films: *The Bndge®™ by Barmnhard
Wicki, “The Black Rider" by Pepe
Danguart and "Naked Among he
Wolves® by Frank Beyer. Venue:
Goethe-Institut Dhaka, Road No 9.
Dhanmondi. Time: 3.30 pm, 5.30 pm,
and 5 45 pm respectively,

Memorial lecture

Bangladesh Etinash Panshad and
National Museum will hold Prof Abu

Mohammed Habibullah memorial
leclure to mark his 17th death
anniversary. Historian Prof Salahuddin
Ahmed will deliver a lecture on our
thought aboul Renaissance. Venue:
National Museum audtorium. Time:
4.30 pm.

Milad Mahfil

Dr S M Ali Waaql Estate will hold a mdad
and Doa mahfil in observance of the
Eid-e-Miladunnabi. Venue. Baitul Khair
Bhaban, 54, Purana Paltan. Time: 4 pm.

_:';:mm-s P

TOMORROW

Inauguration of

Paribesh Bhaban

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will
formaliy launch the World Environment
Day celebration programmes and
formally inaugurate Paribesh Bhaban,
Venue: Paribesh Bhaban premises,
E/16, Agargaon, Sher-e-Banglanagar
Time: 4pm

New German Film

Festival

Zahir Raihan Film Sogety and Goethe-
Institut, Dhaka will screen three fims
'Cat and Mouse," 'Aguirre. Wrath of god
and 'Wrong Mavement’ on the second
day of the New German Film Festival
Venue. Goethe-Institut, Dhaka, Road
No: 9 Dhanmondi. Time: 3:30 pm. 5 pm
and 6:30 pm respectively

Grand conference

Dhaka Mahanagar Ashekane
Maizbhandan Association will hold a
grand conference to mark the Eid-e-
Meladunnabi. Venue: Paltan Maidan.
Time:11am.

Discussion on museum held

BSS, [Dhaka

tury” held at the National Musceum
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