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When painters parley and pour out their thoughts

Artists who had taken part in the "Contemporary Art of Bangladesh--
Trends" speak out their minds

FAYZA HAQ

THE artists who had
participated in the
"Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh" exhibition got together
at the residence of Pinak R
Chakravarty, the Deputy High

samples of my work of the 50s, 60s
and 90s. They are my favourite
ones and those | could manage to
procure from my house. My works
have normally gone to galleries or
have been sold off so that | hadn't
much to choose from. We were also
told that only medium sized work

every day. | am seldom satisfied
with my work and aspire to improve
with time. | have used home-made
materials and | liked surprising my
viewers with my work.

"The exhibition which brought in
the different tendencies during
different periods presented a

Qayyum Choudhury

Commissioner of India, and spoke
with one another about themselves
and their work. Saifuddin Ahmed, in
talking about the exhibit said, "I had
given three paintings in the
exhibition and my line and texture
work are different from that of others
as the lines balance the coloursin a
unique manner. At times this has
not been easy but | have not been
deterred in experimenting with
textures too. As | progress, both my
earlier works and later ones appeal
to me and | hope they do so too to
the viewers. | am the same person
working in my own individual way so
that whether earlier on or later, the
work is basically the same. As for
my comments on the work of young
artists, | think they are doing good
work and painting with a purpose. |
think that they are on par with the
painters in the neighbouring
countries."

Aminul Islam said, "I have
always liked my own work, other-
wise | would not have been pursu-
ing this art for decades. | was told
that an exhibition of paintings of
senior artists, with their different
stages and different styles were

Aminul Islam

would be included in the display and
this too was a restriction."

Monirul Islam, who is here for a
working holiday from Spain, says,
"This display had been a special
cultural programme by the Indians,
and they are good friends of the
artists and poets. | had not changed
my style specially for the occasion
but carried on with my routine style
and subjects. | wanted to maintain
my present vision and the tenden-
cies of lines and colours. My work
has not been purely abstract as
they had a lot of metaphors and
symbols in them so that they have
psychological overtures and under-
currents. | was not out to preach or
convey messages. Basically, paint-
ing is a design with lines, forms
tones and colours. Lines that you
found so profusely in my work had a
language of their own whether they
be vanishing, soft, broken, wide or
firm. Lines create tension for the
viewer.

"This work was different from the
ones | had done earlier , for
instance the colours had been
muted and the forms different. What
| paint today is dead for me tomor-

Monirul Islam

historical background of 14 leading
artists. The selection of the paint-
ings were good too. The Indian High
Commission gallery was clean and
well-lit."

Qayyum Choudhury said, "l had
given works of 1972,1974 ,1989
and 2001, which were figurative at
first, such as "Bangladesh '71,"
while the second one was totally
nonobjective and contained
masses of motifs and designs. The
third piece brought in nature. Today
I'm concentrating on Bangladesh as
before because | feel committed to
bring in the images of our people on
my canvas. | feel my painting should
necessarily reflect my culture and
heritage. | went into painting origi-
nally as it is in this way that | can
best express myself and most other
painters will tell you the same about
themselves. | feel that the way
social life is progressing, there is a
definite lack of patriotism among
our people.

"It is because we are not sure of
cultural basis that there are so many
conflicts and confusions facing us. If
you can make the people love their
country rather than hanker for aping
the other progressive nations, |

livable. | have enjoyed working in
water-colour, acrylic and oils as my
mediums. Pastels and pen and ink
have also been very dear to me. My
own teachers have inspired and
influenced me greatly, specially
Zainul Abedin, Quamrul Hassan
and Safiuddin Ahmed. | would like
other younger artists to express the

best express my views and emo-
tions. This particular exhibition was
interesting because it brought in

the work from Safiuddin Ahmed to
Mahmudul Haque, all the artists
having given four paintings each,
tracing their stages of progress up
to the present time. The retrospec-

Rafiqun Nabi

same philosophy as mine in their
own style."

Rafiqun Nabi said," Painting for
me is the only media in which | can

Mahmudul Haque

tive work was indeed fascinating. |
brought in a water-colour of the 60s,
when | was a student, one of the late
70s, one of the 80s and the last of
the 90s. "The summer dove" was a
woodcut of which | have a single
print which | value tremendously.
There is then the bird, in broken
forms, with swift strokes, and the
other one was a drawing that does
not represent any particular stage
of my work.

"My cartoons are a different
aspect of my life and they represent
my socio-political observations. |
enjoy the paintings more while the
cartoons are there as they get me
some income and praise from
viewers. These are the offshoots of
my more serious work and is more
of a hobby. They have a different
charm of their own. When one of
them becomes popular | feel it was
worthwhile putting down my impres-
sions of my environment and this
boosts my ego. | take the cartoons
as something creative and not just
anensemble of lines.

"Our young artists are talented
but they see too many scopes and
tend to get confused. They must

dimension. There are numerous
mediums and trends, and they must
select from one of them and work on
that seriously, having found out
what suits them best. In our time
opportunities had been limited and
our choices were fixed and few. We
had a single target that we wanted

Safiuddin Ahmed

to be painters with a purpose.”

Mahmudul Haque said, "My
paintings there were on a dream,
spring, and an Untitled piece. When
we had decided to have a painting
exhibition, three or four of us
planned it with Riva Ganguly of
Indian High Commission. Since
India is our neighbouring country, it
is essential to have good relations
with it and | think that this is best
possible through art and culture.
Thus exchanges of song, dance,
theatrical performances and paint-
ing are essential to establish this
friendship, whether this be through
government or non-government
process. In this way we will under-
stand each other better. We hope
that this exhibition will be taken to
Delhi and other parts of India , so
that without even being there our-
selves, our works will be seen and
appreciated. The Indians can thus
have a chance to see what we are
doing after the Liberation.

"An exhibition of such a stature
has never been taken to India and
what exhibits of our work have
taken place in India have been of a
scattered nature. It is essential to

tion and notletit go as just any other
display. This exhibition had pre-
sented 40 years of efforts of our
senior painters. After this we hope
to have an exhibition of 15 painters
and yet another one bringing in
younger generation of artists. Thus
in the cities of India there will be a

Abu Taher

wakening of interest in Bangladesh
viathese paintings.

"As a teacher, | have tried to
encourage my students to retain
their heritage and to be very aware
of their historical past. And these
paintings should speak for them-
selves just as do the works of senior
artists like Mohammed Kibria."

Abu Taher said, "l have brought
out a book on my works via the
Shilpakala Academy last year. |
work on abstract expressionism
and in my work are my feelings and
emotions. The subject evolves from
the canvas and grows through the
process of work, taking a shape. In
the present exhibition | had four
abstract forms. | don't do my
abstracts for the common man to
comprehend just as he doesn't
understand the theory of relativity,
Similarly the common man will not
appreciate 'Uchchanga Sangeet'. |
prefer this style as perhaps it suits
my creative urge."

Talking to the artists at the Indian
High Commission function made
one feel that one had drunk deep
into some flagon of nectar. They
spoke about their work and those of
others and from them one could
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Dance Evening

Nreetyanchal presents a dance
evening (Monipuri and Kathak) at
the Natmondal, Dhaka University
Campus (adjacent to the central
mosque)on June2at7:00 p.m.

Cultural Programme

Nazrul Institute, in celebration of
102nd birth anniversary of National
poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, has chalked
out a two-day long elaborate
cultural and discussion programme
on June 283 at Kabi Bhaban,
House# 330/B, Rd.# 28,
Dhanmondi R/A. Programme
opens at 10:00 a.m. everyday.

Contemporary Art of

Bangladesh - Trends

Organised by the High Commission
of India, a ten daylong exhibition
titled 'Contemporary Art of Bangla-
desh - Trends' is being held at the
High Commission of India Cultural
Centre.

The exhibition will remain open
from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. till
June2.

Group Exhibition

A group exhibition by six front
ranking artists of the country will
start at the Bengal Gallery from
June 8.

The artists are - Shafiuddin Ahmed,
Mohammed Kibria, Kazi Giasuddin,
Monirul Islam, Shahid Kabir and
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